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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


Tio the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


T+ is, of course, well known to you 
and to many of your readers, that 
since your Review of pamphlets on 
the subject of Baptism and Rege- 
neration, several other publications, 
chiefly on the opposite side of the 
question to that taken by you, and 
by Messrs. Biddulph and Bugg, and 
myself, have issued from the press. 
To one of these, Dr. Laurence’s, 
as being directed almost exclusively 
against my * Inquiry,” I have pre- 
pared myself, should it be deemed 
necessary, to give an answer: but, 
in the mean time, if it will not be 
anticipating any intended review in 
your work, I will beg leave to sub- 
mit to your readers a few remarks 
on several of these productions taken 
torether. 

One thing which might be amus- 
ing, were not the subject a very 
grave one, Is the want of coinci- 
dence among the writers in question. 
The following may serve as a spe- 
cimen: others will occur as we pro- 
ceed. Dr. Laurence, p. 5. of his 
Vindication, has the following pas- 
sage; ‘Both sides maintain their 
respective opinions dy different inter- 
firetations of the sume frassages in 
Scrifture. But I do not propose 
unnecessarily, as it appears to me, 
to drag Scripture into the contest: 
for the trne question at issue is, not 
what Scrifture, but what the Church 
of England, has inculcated upon the 
subject. Besides, to commence with 
ascertaining the precise sense of 
Scripture upon it is fo commence with 
a bias on the mind, which must un- 
avotdably influence subsequent inves- 
Christ. Obsery. Ne. 178. 


tivation.’ With this compare an 
extract from Sharpe’s Sermons at 
Cambridge, 1816:—“ It may have 
been observed, perbups, that in our 
Citation of authorities, we have stu- 
diously refrained from using the pub- 
lic formularies of our church; we 
have occasionally had recourse to 
them in the way of illustraiion, but 
we have never taken them as a 
ground of argument. There were 
two reasons, which inclined us to 
adhere to this rule, In the first 
place, many of the official documents 
of our church are capable of great 
latitude of interpretation, being drawn 
up in very general terms; and 
as each fiarty would naturally affix 
his own sense to them, they did not 
seem likely to furnish a criterion of 
conclusive authority in the questions 
we have been now considering; an 
opinion which we think has been 
fuily confirmed by experience. But, 
farther than this, great as are our 
veneration and esteem for the deci- 
sions of our church, there is an au- 
thority, which, even in the opinion 
of its members and ministers, must 
far outweigh them all—the infallible 
word of God. To this, in the first 
instance, 1t is our bounden duty to 
refer; and, when we have ascertain. 
ed, dut not before, whether the sen- 
timents of our opponents or our- 
selves are most agreeable to Scrip- 
ture, then will be the time to set 
about determining, which of them 
are most in unison with the doc- 
trines of the church.” 

Another point of prime impor- 
tance is this—that all the writers 
subsequent te Dr. Mant disclaim 
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all idea of the inseparable connection 
between Baptism and Regeneration. 
We now constantly hear of the 
“ worthy reception,” and not merely 
of the “right a adoinistration”’ of the 
Sucrament: of adults being * truly 
prepared,” of their “ truly re- 
pening and believing at the time 
of baptism.” Dr. Laurence says, 
«Jt must not, however, be forgotten, 
that I am only contending for an 
invariable efficacy of baptism in 
adults, when the mind of the recthient 
ie duly frefiared.” (p. 23.) And again; 
“We find the inseparable union be- 
tween the sign and the thing signi- 
fied (inseparable, of course I mean, to 
minds fircfierly prefrarcd, when cana 
ble of such firefaration.) clearly and 
strongly asserted.’’? (p. 85.) Nay 
he is pleased to say of my work, 
“Much of it is occupied tn refuting 
@ position wich no one Acids—the 
position that supernatural grace Is, 
in point of fact, necessarily and con- 
Stanuy conferred by baptism in the 
case of adults, as well as in that of 
infants.” (p. 18.) 

In like manner, Archdeacon Dan- 
beny confines the spiritual grace to 
those who put “no impediment in 
the way,” who are “disposed for its 
reception,’ &c. (Considerations, pp. 
10, 16, et passim.) And the Dean 
of Chichesicr (Mr. Bethell,) in. bis 
Apology, addressed to Mr. Faber, 
complaining of the very injurious 
misrepresentations to which he and 
his friends are subjected, states this 
as the first and principal, that “such 
nolons of the insefarability of bap- 
tlsm and reyeneration, of the out- 
ward sien and the inward grace 
wiich i symbolizes, are attributed 
to them, as he is confident that 7o 
minisier of our church ever did or ever 
coud veally assert.” 

So much then has the controversy 
now shifted its ground, that it has 


become necessary, not to shew that 
the notion of an inseparable con- 
nection between the sign and the 
thing signified in a sacrament is cons 


trary to the doctrine of the church, 
and utterly Indefensible—for this, j; 
stems, Js now on all hands allowed 
but to prove that Dr. Mant, and, by 
consequence, his patrons, the Rata 
for promoting Christian knowledge, 
did give ground to suppose that they 
meat to Inculcate sucha doctrine; 
indeed, that It Was next to impossi- 
ble to understand them otherwise. 
And this, alas! 1s but too easy a task, 
Dr. Mant continuaily speaks (and 
tne Society still stands to his state. 
ments) of the inward grace as inva. 
riably accompanying the outward 
sign in baptism: he hints at no ex- 
ception. He finds no such differ. 
ence, as his successors have done, 
between the case of Infants and ‘hat 
of adults : onthe contrary, he quotes 
the Adult Service as equaily suiung 
his purpose, and equally proving his 
point, with the Service for Infants. 
(Tracts, p. 14.) He pronounces “no 
other than baptismal regeneration to 
be possible in this world ;’—whence 
it must follow, that, if any one, 
through want of preparation of mind, 
or from any other cause, has failed of 
finding regeneration in baptism, it is 
impossible that he should ever be- 
come regencrate,* at least, “in 
this world,”? and consequently (by 
John iii.) that he should ever “ see 
the kingdom of God.’ And, what 
alone would seem sufficient to prove 
the point required, he argues trom 
the very ** sacramental character” 
of baptism, or its very nature as a 
* The Dean of Chichester has adverted 
to this case in language which, as being re- 
markable, I subjoin. ** As to those persons 
who, after having been baptized ina state of 
hypocrisy and wilful sin, afterwards become 
true penitents and believers, I, for my part, 
entertain no doubt of their forgiveness and 
salvation. But by what PHYSICAL PRO- 
cess they are brought into a state of salva- 
tion and acceptance with God, whether by 
the infusion or resuscitation of the incor- 
ruptible seed, or by what other mysterious 
mean, I neither know, nor do I wish ts 
inquire. J¢ isa case not mentioned in the 


covenant, nor supposed and provided for in the 
word of God.” (p. 5.) 
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sacrament, that it must convey spi- 
ritual grace, wherever it 1s * right- 
iv? or “legitimately” administered, 
without ever, in the whole course of 
his tract, himself saying a word of 
its being ** worthily received.” 

However, the old popish doctrine 
of the unfailing efficacy of sacra- 
ments, without regard to the rec¢iv- 
er’s state of mind, Is, it seems, done 
with j—-through what instrumentali- 
ty we will not now inquire. May it 
sleep ab eternal sleep! 

But though the doctrine of the 
universal regenerating influence of 
baptism on adult subjects is aban- 
duned, it is still ietintainal. by all 
the writers reierred to, that this sa- 
crament unceudtedly c onveys reyvencte 
rations absolutely and unconditio Only, 
to all infant recipients. Yet it Is 
worth while to observe on how dif- 
ferent grounds the three authors rest 
this conclusion, In which they all 
agree. Mr. Daubeny says, * The 
profession made for them (infanis) 
is received in their behalf as sincere. 
There 1s consequently, in the eye of 
charity, NO impediment in the way 
of their receiving internal sanctifica- 
tion or Spiritual regeneration by bap- 
tism. And therefore our church 
speaks of every child that she has 
baptised, as regenerate.” (p. 71.) 
Two pages after, he proceeds ; 
“His prayer being put up in faith 
and in the name of Christ, the mi- 
nister concludes, on the ground of 
that assurance given, Matt. xxi. 22 
wethat his petition has been heard 
and granted,” and accordingly * re- 
turns thanks to God for the same; 
and in consequence feels himself 
authorised to declare the then bap- 
tised child actually regenerate.” 
Yet again, (p. 87;) “ The Church of 
England proceeds in her service on 
the cupifiosition that the professions 
of the infant by his sponsors in bap- 
tism are, to his advantage, accepted 
at the Throne of Grace as sincere. 
=e infant is therefore considered by 
her as standing, in the eye of God, 
on the same ground with the true 
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believer in Christ.” (p. 87.) All 
this I should have conceived to be 
coming infinitely near to the explica- 
tion which I have given of the 
church’s languare, es proceeding 
upon the supposition that the prayers 
offered up are offered in faith, that 
the professions are sincerely made, 
and that the vows will be performed ; 
in short, as throughout, the language 
of charitable judgment and hope. 
Mr. Daubeny, however, thinks otier- 
wise, and proceeds to expose and 
condemn me; and what is, In wy 
view, not a litte extraordinery, to 
the last but one of the sentenees just 
~_ ‘d, he immediniely annexes, 

The church, therefore, ASSUMES 
nothing on this 
nounces on the case as it is then 
presented to her.? Pecan do nothing 
but place here my note of adniura- 
tion! 

Dean Betieli’s explanation of his 
sentimenis is in these words: © We 
hold that this is lnvariuhy the case 
In infant baptisin 3” 
spiritual reyeneration 
outward baptism ;”’ * because we be- 
lieve that those qualifications which 
ale required of persons to he ape 
ized (viz. faith and repentance ) arc 
mercifully imp shed by God to those 
infants, who by reason of thei ten- 
der years cannot pertorm them.” 
(p. 5.) In our mouths, I fear, this 
might have sounded like some new 
species of imputed rightrousness. 

Dr. Laurence, the first of Dr. 
Mant’s afifrarent defenders, whether 
alarmed or not at the degree in 
which his autbor had jaid his cause 
open to attack, by forgetting qualifi- 
cations in the case of adults as well 
as of infants, has found inherent q poate 
fications for both infants and adults ! 
And, what is more extraoidiary 
still, he has found that quahication 
which ensures the concurrence of 
Spiritual regeneration with baptism, 
me infant Cases, distinc ctiy “ ewe 
eut” by our church; chough, I be- 
cvell every one before himseif had 
oyerlooked it. Ue suys, “ But ithe 
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qualification of the infant is not to be 
found in the engagements of the 
sponsor, which have only a fros/iec.- 
sive application, in what, it may be 
asked, does this qualification consist ? 
I answer, In that innocence, or ex- 
emption from actual guilt, insepera- 
ble from the condition of infancy, 
for which our blessed Saviour ex- 
pressed a peculiar regard. And 
this is the qualification pointed out 
by our Liturgy itself, in an exhorta- 
tion, which occurs in the Office of 
Infant Baptism, but which, trom its 
inapplicability, is omitted in that of 
Adults. ‘ Beloved,’ it is said, ‘ye 
hear in this Gospel the words of our 
Saviour Christ, that he commanded 
the children to be brought unto him ; 
how he exhorteth all men to follow 
their innocency. Ye perceive, how 
by his outward gesture and deed he 
declared Ais good will towards them ; 
for he embraced them in his arms, 
put his hands upon them, and blessed 
them. Doubt ye not, therefore, that 
is, upon the general ground of their 
innocence and fis good-will towards 
them, ‘but earnestly believe, that he 
will dikewise favourably receive this 
presentintant.”. When the universal 
qualification of infants, resulting from 
a state of being which admits of no 
exception, is so Clearly explained, 
why should we reject what lies im- 
mediately before us, and perpiex our- 
selyes with the fruitless attempt of 
making incomprehensibilities com- 
prehensible, and incoherencies an- 
alogous?” (p.115.) All this, I be- 
lieve, is perfectly novel! How far it 
can be made to cohere with the doc- 
trines of our church generally, and, 
in particular, with the principles of 
aservice which lays the very founda- 
tion for baptism in this, that ‘all 
men are conceived and born In sin ;”’ 
and which repeatedly speaks of the 
infant as being “released from his 
sins,”’ or prays that he may “ receive 
remission of sins by spiritual rege- 
neration ;” I leave to the judgment of 
others.——That any man could per- 


suade himself, that so absolutely jp. 
cidental an introduction of the word 
“innocency,’”” in the service, was, 
“ pointing out,” and “ clearly explain. 
ing,” that innocence is the real quali. 
fication of infants for baptism, is anq 
must be matter of astonishment !— 
One thing, however, is certain, that 
this discovery of Dr. Laurence’s, if 
it be indeed a truth that he has dis. 
covered, should put all our procced. 
Ings among the heathen and in the 
planting of new churches, upon aq 
different footing than before. We 
have nothing henceforward to do 
with waiting for the faith, real or 
professed, of parents or sponsors, 
before we admit children to baptism, 
The infant children of Jews, Turks, 
and Heathens, are all equally admis. 
sible, all equally intitled, to baptism, 
with those of Christians. * Their 
condition of being alone constitutes 
their qualification,” (p. 170:) it is of 
course * universal,’ and “ admits of 
no exception !” (p. 116.) This isa 
length to which, I believe, no Pro- 
testunt advocate for intant-baptism 
ever carricd his principles. 

There is one point more in which 
I would compare and contrast Dr, 
Laurence and Mr. Daubeny—much, 
certainly, to the advantage of the 
latter in point of candour, and of the 
truth of his statements. 

The cry of Calvinism resounds 
throughout Dr. Laurence’s book 
from one end to the other. The 
whole question is a Calvinistic one: 
and every one who does not adopt 
Dr. Laurence’s views of baptismal 
regeneration, must bear all the odium 
with which the Doctor can load him, 
as the upholder of the obnoxious doc- 
trines of absolute predestination and 
indefectible grace ! Does the church 
hold so and so; ‘¢or does she _ hold 
that election and salvation are con- 
ferred upon a favoured few alone, 
the great majority being rejected by 
the inscrutable will of God, and left 
to perish everlastingly ?’? This is 
stated (p. 8.) as the real question 
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in dispute !—Archdeacon Daubeny 
knows better; and he is above re- 
sorting to what I cannot help call- 
ing such unworthy artifices. ‘1 hough 
sufuciently jealous of Calvanism, he 
knows, and be has the candour to 
ayow It, that many who are no Cal- 
yipists take our side in the question 
concerning baptism and regenera- 
tion. And, though very suspicious 
of the leaning of same passages in 
my Inguiry, he coes not pretend 
that I have introduced any thing 
that can be challenged as decided 
Calvinism. See pp. 38, 76, &c. 

Jam the better pleased to pay a 
just tribute to the Archdeacon’s fair- 
ness on this head, and indeed to 
pralse, generally, the temper of his 
work, beCause there are several par- 
ticulars #n which, I think, 1 have 
strung ground of complaint arainst 
him for the want of fairness. Some 
of these I shall now point out, if you 
can allow me to proceed. 

1. Notwithstanding the controver- 
sy how Carrying on, he constantly 
assumes that the doctrine of the 
church is unquestionably with him, 
and even with Dr. Mant, and that 
those who differ from him, even 
knowingly oppose that doctrine. 
Thus he says, (p. 4,) “ The doctrine 
of regeneration, as it is plainly laid 
down in our pfiublic formularies,” &c. 
(p. 51.) The object of Mr. Scott’s 
Inquiry....appears to be the setting 
aside regeneration by baptism,—/e 
established doctrine of the Church of 
Lingland.”? (p. 63.) “The Church 
of England has spoken plainly upon it 
jor herself. Allreference to her autho- 
rity becomes thercfore unnecessary.” 

These instances, except it be the 
middle one, may perhaps be tolerat- 
ed: but the next I am almost ready 
to call intolerable. In a note (p. 225,) 
of my Inquiry, I have said, * The ob- 
servation may possibly have reached 
Dr. Mant’s ears, that his doctrine 
respecting one sacrament a good deal 
resembles that of the Papists respect- 
ing the other, er indeed respecting 
oth” the reasons for which obserya- 
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tion I proceed to explain. Mr, 
Daubeny quotes the passage, but in- 
troduces it in the following most un- 
warrantable manner: “ A writer who 
has distinguished himself on the sub- 
ject in question, gives his reader to 
understand that THE DOCTRINE OF 
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. on the 
sacrament of baptism, which speaks 
of every one whom she has admitted 
to baptism, as born again, and re- 
generated by Gaod’s Holy Spirit, a 
good deal resembles that of the Pafiists 
respecting the other sacrameni,” &c. 
é&c. (p. 24.) That I said this, and 
what further Mr. Daubeny quotes, 
of Dr. Mant’s doctrine, is true: that 
J gave my readers to understand any 
such thing of the doctrine of the 
Church of England is posttively false. 

‘This injurious charge is, in sub- 
stance, repeated, pp. 28 and 30. 

2. In Inquiry (pp. 27, 28,) I have 
written as follows : “Dr. Mant, in- 
deec, speaks of water as the instru- 
ment whereby Christ says we must be 
born again. Butitis not very con- 
celvable how water, literally taken, 
being applied to the body, should be 
instrumental to the regeneration of 
the soul.’’ The paragraph ends 
thus: [I speak here of the water 
that which alone our Lord names 
(John iil.,) and that which Dr. Mant 
calls the instrument: not of the sa- 
crament of bafitism, which we consi- 
der as more than a mere sign.’’ And 
two pages after is this note:  Lagain 
beg it may be observed, that I am 
not calling the sacrament of baptism 
a mere emblem: I am here simply 
treating of the one expression born 
of water and of the Spirit.” John 
lii.5. Yetasif resolved not to notice 
either the particular subject there 
treated of, namely the meaning of 
John iii. 5; the phraseology of the 
sentence in question ; or these sub- 
joined explanations; Mr. Daubeny 
makes the three lines just quoted 
his authority for representing the 
divines, who differ from him, as 
“ objecting to regeneration as con- 
veyed by bafitism, partly at least 
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on this principle, that they cannot 
conceive or imagine how grace 
should be attached to an outward 
work of man upon the body.’’(p. 15.) 
He “takes leave to ask me, whether 
I consider human conception as Con- 
stituuing the proper boundary of 
Divine operations:” he reminds me 
of the proof which that great idoil- 
zer of human reason, Socinus, left 
behind him of the extent to which 
the principle may be carried,” when 
he “piainiy dectared, that if it were 
written never So oiten, or never so 
expressly in the holy Scriptures, 
that Christ by his death had satisfied 
for our sins, yet tam fatuam, tam in- 
eulsam, tam incredibilem, such a fool- 
ish, incredible doctrine, he could 
not, he wouid not believe:’’ he dee 
livers the warning that we may be 
“entering on the road to infidelity, 
however insensible we may be to our 
situation :’’ and he declaims through 
many pares upon this, as he sup- 
poses, fundamental objection, on our 
part, to the admission of regenera- 
tion through the medium of bap- 
tism; namely, that we cannot con- 
ceive or understand the neture of 
the process.—I most readily allow, 
that In admitting the principle, or in 
adopting the course of reasoning 
objected to, we should have laid the 
very foundation-stone of infidelity: 
but we have no more todo with such 
a principle, or with such reasoning 
than Mr. Daubeny has. 

He endeavours, indeed, to fortify 
his conclusions concerning us, by 
alluding to @ scrafp which he has 
given us, some pages before, from 
Mr. Simeon’s skeletons. The words 
are, * Baptism is an outward work 
of man upon the body ; regeneration 
is an inward work of Ged upon the 
soul.” Wiil Mr. Daubeny deny 
either of these positions? Mr. Si- 
meon might have used these words, 
even had he held the two works to 
be as inseparable as Dr. Mant re- 
presented them to be. 

3. In my Inquiry (p. 250,) is the 
following passage: “In those who 


receive baptism rightly, I believe 
with our Twenty seventh Article, 
the inward blessing communicated 
to them to be, the confirmation of 
faith, and increase of grace already 
received. Regeneration, strictly ta. 
ken, in the ecnse of the infusion of @ 
new principle of life and action,* or, 
aS Huooker’s words are, the first dis. 


frosttion towards future newness of 


life, cannot be received by these per. 
cons in baptism, for they already 
have it before they are baptized? 
refrentance and faith unquestionably 
involving such a new principle, or 
jirst disposition, 

This reasoning I still take to be 
irrefragable, amd about as plain as 
that two and two make four.—But 
mark how dexterously Mr. Daubeny 
can manage it! Having combined 
the above passaze with two quota- 
tions which I had elsewhere (p. 193) 
made from Hooker, declaring, in 
pretty clear conformity with what 
I have said, that “a man may re- 
ceive grace before baptism ;” and 
again, ‘that it is on ail hands gladly 
confessed, that there may be in di- 
vers cases life by virtue of inward 
bantism, even where outward is not 
found ;°’-—the Archdeacon proceeds 
thus : * Who, it may be asked, 
denies that God may communicate 
his grace to man in any way, and at 
any ume that he pleases? But does 
{looker mean to be understood in 
support of the position which the 
author attempts to maintain, that 
because a man had received grace 
before baptism, and consequently 
without baptism, that therefore he 
was Incapable of receiving rf by baf- 
tism 2” (p. 50.) “That litthe word 11, 
referring to grace, 1s the wonder- 
working syllable in this passage. 
First, Mr. Daubeny substitutes the 
general word “erace,” taken from 
another passage, for my term “re- 
generation,” used in a very strictly 
defined sense ; and then, by the help 
of such a substitution, makes mé 
deny the yery thing which I was 

* Br. Mant. 
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!__deny that a man could 
receive grace in baptism, when I 
had a moment before described the 
nature of the grace which he re- 
ceives! All I denied was, that he 
yo had received grace before bap- 
ism could receive it first in baptism. 
But with the passage just cited 
before US; With many passages of 
jike Import Occurring in divers parts ; 
and with the doctrine of those pas- 
suges pervading the whole book ; am 
1 ‘no. warranted to ask, how Dr. 
Laurence, who refers to no other 
work besides the “ Inquiry, ” sould 
have the hardihood to affirm, that 
‘hose, ‘* whose opinions he was Ops 
posing,” found “the aédstraction of 
all shiritual grace Srom the sacrament 
of bafiiisin Necessary” to their pur- 
nose; and to represent them a3 
« depriving that sacrament of all 
ritual efficacy,’ making it ‘a 
mere attestation to the church,’ &c. 
&e. (pp. 107, 164, 87, &c. 3) and how 
Mr. Duubeny co -_ bring himscif 
to be perpetually reiterating such 
charges, as that of « annihilating 
baptism as a sacrament, by consicer- 
ing it to be neither the necessary 
nor the common means of conveying 
“but aS a mere ccremony 
or form of initiation into an outward 
and visible society of Christians; 
thus depriving this hely ordinance 
of Is sacramental character, and 
reducing it to no higher rank in the 
Christian religion, than the mere act 
ol entrance into the church; or, 
more properly speaking, the public 
enrolment of the name of the bap- 
tized person into the register of a 
particular parish.’ (pp. 9, 10, 13. 23, 
45,52, 66, 81, 97, kc.) I said to 
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Dr. Mant, (Inquiry, p. 109,) and I 
Must take the liberty to repeat it to 
these gentlemen, ** We annihilate 
the sacramental character of baptism, 
and sirip it of its spiritual grace, 
0 more, nor any otherwise, than they 
49 freat the 
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time they recite the Exhoriation iz 

our Communion Service.* 

4. St. John, 1 Epist. v. pro. 
nounces, * Whosoever believeth that 
Jesus is the Christ, is born,” yeyews 
tat, has been born, “of God.” On 
this passage the following reasoning 
has been founded; 

No adult person receives baptism 
rightly who is not a believer in 
Christ : 

But (by St. John) whoever believ. 
eth in Christ A4ath deen born of 
God: 

Therefore every adult person, who 
receives baptism rightly, was, pre- 
viously to his baptism, “born of 
God,” which Dr. Mant concedes 
to be the same as regenerated. 
(inquiry, pp. 209——212.) 

This passege of Scripture, and 
the reasoning upon it, Mr. Daubeny 
treats, as it appear s tome, with mare 
vellous confusion. (pp. 56—62.) He 
denies, what Dr. Mant had conceded, 
that to be “born of God’’ is equiva- 
lent to being “regenerated.” He 
observes, ** Had the Apostle said, 
Woiosoever believeth that Jesus is 
the Christ is regenerated, the pas- 
sage tight perhaps have better 
served the author’s purpose. But 
the Apostle dces not only not say any 
such thing, but I think, on reference 
to him, it may be made appear that he 
had not the subject of BAPTISMAL 
REGENERATION in his contemplation 
on the occasion.”? Undoubtedly ! 


* I would just observe here, that Mr. 
Daubeny has not discovered, that though 
I give Bishop Hopkins’s interpretation of 
the language used by our church, as that 
in which ** many” concur, it is not what 
I myself adopt. There is nothing in it 
but what is true, as far as it goes; but I 
cannot think so low an interpretation of 
the term regeneration, in particular, accords 

with the use of it by our church; thougle 
neither would I affirm that she uses it ex- 
acily in the sense explained Inquiry, p. 
16. Her peculiar use of it deserves, and 
may hereafter receive, futther censidera- 
hon, 
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This is the very point contended, 
that the Apostle, while speaking of 
regeneration, does in no way ne- 
cessarily connect it with baptism, 
or even appear to have had baptism 
at all *¢ in his contemplation on the 
occasion.” Again; he treats the 
whole reasoning as vitiated by the 
introduction of the term /freviously, 
or fireviously to bafitism, into the 
conclusion, when it had not appear- 
edin the minor proposition. ‘True, 
it had not appeared ; but was it not 
implied in the terms ath been, of 
which it is merely explanatory 
where it does appear? If taith pre- 
cede baptism, and regeneration be 
wherever faith is, rereneration must, 
in all such cases, be before baptism. 
It must be vain to attempt disturb- 
ing this reasoning. Finally, he gives 
us his own explanation of the pas- 
sage: ** The Apostle reminds these 
baptized Jews, that by believing 
Jesus to be the Christ, in contradic- 
tion to the false doctrine then pro- 
pagating on this head, they would 
furnish demonstrative proof that, as 
children of Ged, they were actually 
living under the influence of his 
Spirit; in other words, continuing 
in that regenerate state into which 
they had by baptistn been admitted. 
Zhe Apostle is clearly sfieaking of 
the PRESENT condition of the parties 
fo whom he is addressing himself. 
© Whosoever believeth that Jesus is 
the Christ, 1s Bornof God!” Would 
the reader believe that the Greek 
perfect tense, yeyevzrat, used by St. 
John in this passage, had been con- 
spicuously placed in the learned 
Archdeacon’s view, and the literal 
translation of it, Aas been born, four 
times introduced, and made the 
foundation of the argument in the 
short chapter en which he is ani- 
madverting, and that without his 
having offered a single objection 
against such translation /* 


* Js bornis here evidently used as “ he 
is come,” * he ¢s gone,” equivalent to * he 
Aas come,” * he das gone,” &c, kc. 


justified and accepted to God’s fa- 


5. Many other particulars might 
be noticed, but I shall bring fen. 
ward only one more. Mr. Day. 
beny (p. 66) quotes what I had oc. 
casion to observe from Bishop Hop. 
kins, (inquiry, p. 13,) that the 
grace which concurs unto the great 
change that a sinner undergoes, 
when he is translated from a state 
of nature unto a state of grace, js 
of two soris: either such as alters 
the relations wherein we stand unto 
Ged, or such as alters the dishosj. 
tions and habit of our souls. Of 
the former sort is Justification, which 
coes not express how our heart is 
changed towards God, but that our 
sins are put away, and that we are 
accepted to God’s favour. Of the 
latter kind is sanctification, which 
declares a purification of our moral 
habits and principles. These two 
things,” I add, ** though inseparable, 
are essentially distinct, and wust be 
carefully distinguished by him, who 
would write with any precision upon 
theological subjects.” I exceed. 
ingly lament to hear Mr. Daubeny 
pronounce this “a distinction with 
out a difference,’ and * a mere 
creature of Bishop Hopkins’s ima. 
gination ’’’ Leaving, however, his 
correction, upon that very important 
point, to others, I confine myselfto 
the extraordinary, and to me unac. 
countable, sentences, which imme- 
diately follow the quotation of the 
above passage. ‘“ On the authority 
of Bishop Hopkins,” Mr. Daubeny 
says, **we are here informed, that 
baptized infants (for to these subjects 
Tconfine myself,) are translated, by 
baptism, froma state of nature into 
a state of grace, that they are thereby 



































vour. But still, it seems, they are 
unsanctified, their sanctification fee 
maining to be evidenced by the 
future influence of the Holy Spirit, 
on the dispositions and habits of 
their souls.” The words here 
printed in Italics are given by Mr. 
Daubeny under double inverted 
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commas, a8 if they were the precise 
Bishop Hopkins: yet the 
reade see that nothing {ike 
hem occurs in the passage from 
wich Mr. Daubeny protesses to 
ir w ea nor could the Bishap 
ve written them at all, as they do 
‘<d with his views of th 
St ubject | The addition, that, though 
are justificd, sull, it seems, 
unsunctified,” is an extrae 
ordinary one to deduce from a 
passage which expressly asserts 
that justification aud sonatas 
th , Gistincl, Gre insefarable J 
The explanation, “ their sanciifica- 
tion remiatning to be evidenced by 
the future influence of the HFloly 
Spirit, on the disposition and habits 
jeads to a further 
that the sanc- 


, Or! ds ot 
lay may 


qs & 


t , 7 'f- 
they are 


, 33 
of ther souls, 


remark, than simply 


tification might be present, even 
though * the evid: ncing” of it were 
reserved for a fu/ure time—the lat- 
ter supposition proving nothing 
against the former. The further 


remark which I prepose is as fol. 
Jows t—— 

Mv. Daubeny and others strongly 
condemo me for expressing the idea, 
that, if so great a change as they 
imagine were efiected in children by 
bapsin, experience would in some 
cegree indicate it: we should see 
a diderence between the mass of the 
baptized, and the mass of the simi- 
larly educated unbaptized : and for 
asking, ‘whether it is consistent 
with the avowed principles of Scrip- 
ture, to believe, that, among a num- 
ber of persons, some are children 
of wrath, and others children of 
grace, and heirs of eternal happi- 
ness, while no perceptible difference 
can be pointed out in their spirit 
and character.” This sort of ap- 
peal to experience, the British Critic 
almost parallels with Hume’s rejec- 
tion of miracles as “contrary to 
experience ;?? and Mr. Daubeny 
thinks it resorting to a very impro- 
per * standard of proof.”? ‘ Expe- 
rience,” he remarks, “can authorize 
Christ. Obsery. No. 178, 
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no conclusion to be drawn, but from 
facts with which experience has 
been conversant.” And = again ; 
* We are so unacquainted with the 
secret processes both of nature and 
of grace, that it appears to be pre- 
sumptuous In eliher case to pro- 
nounce abs olutely on the non exis- 
tence of original causes, from the 
non-appearance of their correspond- 
ing effects.’ Vne Dean oi Chie 
chester also considers regeneration 
as * a myst rious change of spiriiual 
condition, like our redemption by 
the blood of Christ, an object of 
faih only, and not of teeling or 
observation.’* J will offer no more 
in my own vindication than what 
Mr. Daubeny has himself furnished 
me with. At p. 86, he quoics, with 
approbation, Archbishop Sharp, as 
saying, “It must be owned that our 
Saviour took more into his notion of 
regeneration than the Jews did j— 
that is to say, beside tne outwerd 
baptism, there must be an inward 


prrincifile of virtue and holiness 
wrought in the professor by ihe Sfie 


rit of God.” All I required was, 
that this inward * principle” should 
shew itself in outward acts of “vir. 
tue and holiness.” 

I have already trespassed too 
long: I will not add a single seflec- 
tion on all which has passed belore 
us, but only express my pleasure at 
the sanction which Archdeacon 
Daubeny has, after all, given to the 


*It is but justice to the Dean to ob- 
serve, that he expressly avows his dis- 
sent from our account of the nature of 
regeneration, and bestows much pains on 
explanation and definition, wiiich may per- 
haps prove useful. I am much pained, 
however, by his remark; ‘* Nay, there 
gre men, who, without venturing to cir. 
cumscribe the extraordinary operations of 
God’s mercy, think that ¢dfs notion of a 
radical and entire change, a3 a Matter of 
ordinary occurrence, is the mere abortion 
of a system.” (p. 13.) I am but too appre- 


hensive that he has here laid down the very 
basis, the zma fundamina, of the contro- 
versy; and, in so doing, at once demon. 
strated its vital importance. 
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free use of the word, and even to 


the preaching of the doctrine of 


regeneration In an important sensey 
to professed Christians. “It has been 
no uncommon thing,” ‘he says, 
“tor divines of eminence to speak 
of bad Christians as unregenerate 
men ;—that 1s, men who were not 
actually in that spiricual state, in 
which those who had been rege- 
nerated ought to be. In their ap- 
plication of the language of Scrip- 
ture to this unrestrained and com- 
prehensive sense of the word reve- 
meration,” as extended to the 
“ whole course of the Christian 
life,’ “the divines in question 
were fully justified.” (p. 41, also 
pp. 56, and 84.) Again: The 
more restrained, together with the 
more extended, use of the term re- 
generation, In its application to the 
first communication of Divine grace 
in baptism ; to the continued sup- 


plies of it in subsequent stages of 


the Christian life ; to the renewal 
of it after forfeiture; or to some 
more than ordinary menifestations 
of it under particular circumstances} 
eonstitute that comprehensive doc 
srine of the Church of Lngiand 
this tmporiant subject, which ali her 
sound divines hold in substance, un- 
der whatever terms, or bu whatever 
distinctions, they at different times 
have thought prrofier to describe is,” 
(p. 90.) 
Iam, Sir, 
Your’s respectfully, 
JOHN SCOTT. 
Hull, Sept. 10, 1816. 
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John vi. 55.—Jesus said unto them, 
I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger, 
and he that believeth on me shall 
never thirst. 


Ir was the custom of our Lord 
to improve every incident for the 
purpose of instruction ; and not 
untrequently to borrow the language 





On John vi. 35. (Oct, 


of those with whom he conversed, 
and to give it new force, by Using 
it in amore exalted sense. From 
this mode of teaching, It Is obvicys 
that many advantages must arise; 
not only is the attenUion engaged by 
it, but the excellencies of the (O50 
pel dispensation are thus presenicd 
to us in various lights, and we are 
taurht to take a Jarver view of the 
character of Jesus Christ. Thus, 
if Martha be anxious in preparing 
for the reception of our Lord, ap d 
troubled about many things, he telig 
her, that ““one thing 1s nec ful” 

Ifa disciple mistake the purport of 
his discourse, and observe, that ag 
they know not the city to which he 
means to retire, so neither do they 
know the w ay: the reply of Jesus 
is, “fam the way, and the truth, 
and the life” Whenthe woman of 
Samaria discourses with bim about 
Jucob’s well, he tells her, “ [fi thoy 
knewest the ciftof God, and who it 
is that saith to thee, Give me to 
drink, thou wouldest have asked of 
him, and he would have given thee 
living water.’—We have an in 
stance of the same mode of teach- 
ing inthe narrative connected with 
the text. While conversing with 
the peopic of Capernaum, and ex: 
horting them to believe on him 
whom God had sent, they demand 
ed, * What sign shewest thou. that 
we may see and believe thee? What 
dost thou work? Our fathers did 
eat manna in the desert, as It is 
written, He gave them bread from 
heaven to eat.” Jesus takes up the 
allusion, and addresses them to the 
following purport : “ Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, Moses did not give 
you the bread of heaven: it is only 
in a subordinate sense that this 
name can be given to the manna in 
the wilderness: it was suited merely 
to the wants of the mortal body, and 
descended only from the clouds ; 
but there is a bread which cometh 
down {rom heaven itself, the bread 
of God: the bread which my Fa- 
ther giveth is the true bread from 
heaven, and giveth hfe unto the 
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world.” Tis hearers did not yet 
understand him to be speaking of 
himself; but taking his words in a 
jieral sense, some of them that 
were Cisposed to listen with respect, 
‘Lord, evermore 
mive us this bread.” He now tells 
them in piain terms, “I am the 


t unto bim, 


Sails 


bread of Lite : he that cometh unto 
me spall never hunger, and he that 
believeth oo me shall never thirst.” 

These words present us with two 
leading subjects of consideration. 
}. The description which our Lord 
eives of himself; and, Il. Phe pro- 
siise annexed to it. 

|. Let us consider the descrip- 
tion: “fam the Bread of Life.” 

1. Phe manna inthe wilderness— 
that bread which came only from 
the clouds—had no power to give 
liie to the dead ; but Jesus Christ 
is the source from which ail spiri- 
tual life is derived. <A state ef sin 
is frequcmtly represented, in the 
holy Scriptures, as a state of death. 
The Apostle does not mean to 
charge it only upon the Ephesians 
or Colossians, that they had been 
dead to God and to spiritual things : 
this is the condition of all men who 
are living in sin. They have no 
facultics for a better state: they are 
not more qualified for the duties or 
the enjoyments of spiritual life, 
thun a dead body to discharge the 
office of a living man, or to have any 
perception of worldly pleasures. 
But in Christ is life: he that called 
Lazarus from the grave has power 
on earth to forgive sins, and to im- 
part life to them that are dead in 
their transgressions: the bread of 
God is that which cometh down 
irom heaven and giveth life unto 
the world. We have this testimony 
of his influence in the days of his 
humiliation, that “as many as re- 
celved him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God.’’? They 
had no power or energy in them- 
selves: it was expressly given to 
them by Christ as the Author of it. 
{nd in al! ages is his own declara. 
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tion true, “As the Father hath life 
in himself, even so hath he viven 
to the Son to have life in himseil,’? 
and be * quickeneth whom he will.” 
He gives to them, what they had 
not before, a principle of spiritual 
life ; if once they were blind, now 
they see; if tormerly they had no 
perception of the grace of Gud, 
they have now tasted of his word, 
and they experience it to be the 
word of lite: they waik in anew 
livhtand breathe a new alr; their 
affections ascend to heaveuly things, 
and they are ailve unto God through 
Jesus Christ their Redeemer. 

2. And as this lite 1s derzved from 
Christ, we may obscrve that he also 
supifiorts Ut. 

in this view there Is a correspon- 
dence between the bread in the de- 
sert and the bread of life: as the 
manna was given for the support of 
the Israelites in their journey, so 
does this bread which cometh down 
from heaven preserve the spiritual 
life of them that receive it. It we 
leave the fizure of the text, and 
speak in plain and simple language, 
we may appeal to the testimony of 
every disciple of Christ, that his 
spiritual strength depends entirely 
upon the communications of Divine 
erace, and the intercourse which he 
maintains with his Lord. In what 
terms of humiliation does even the 
chief of the Apostles speak of his 
own strength, and how completely 
does he place his dependence upon 
the Spirit of Christ, which dwelt 
within him? The hfe which he 
lived was by the faith of the Son of 
God. * Of his fulness,’ says the 
beloved disciple, “have all we re- 
ceived, and grace for grace.” One 
grace has only been the earnest and 
pledge of another, and thus by his 
sacred influence have we been 
quickened and renewed. ‘The man- 
ner of this Divine operation we 
know not: itis mysterious as the 
cause of the wind which bloweth 
where it hsteth; we hear the sound 
of it, but ** tell whence it 
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cometh, and whither it goeth ; but 
its evidences and effects are unde- 
Niable. If it be asked, what do we 
mean by this continuance of Ife, 
let them give the answer who can 
tell of peace, and hepe, and joy; 


of deiight in the service of God, of 


love for bis commandments, of 
obedience to his will, of comuitunion 
with bis Holy Spirit. Qur natural 
frame wouid sink into decay, if we 
were not continually supported by 
suitable food: and they that are 
guickened by Divine grace would 
secon become spiritually dead, unless 
He that hath begun a good work in 
them shouid himself carry it for- 
wa:'d As tbe branch cannot flour. 
ish but by its union with the vine, 
so neither can we live but by union 
with Jesus Christ. The dife rtse/fis 
within us: but the evidence of that 
litc must be visible to others : and 
whatever we do which is pleasing 
and acceptable to God is wrought 
by-the power of the Spirit of his 
Son.  Ab.de in me,and I in you: 
as the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, except it abide in the vine ; 
no more can ye, except ye abide in 
me. I am the Vine; ye are the 
branches: he that abideth In me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit, for without me ye 
can do nothing.” 

We have hitherto spoken of the 
spiritual life which is imparted by 
Christ to his people in the present 
world; but to see the full beauty of 
the description which our Lord gives 
of himaself in the text, we must ob- 
Serve. 

3. The perpetuity of this life: «I 
am the bread of life: if any man 
eat of this bread, he shall “ive for 
ever.” 

The manna of the Israelites af- 
forded only a temporary provision 
on the way to Canaan: it had no 
virtue to prevent the approach of 
death, since, with the exception of 
two persons, all the people who had 
been numbe-ed from twenty years 
old and upwards died in the wilder- 
ness. But the life which is imparted 
and maintained by the true Bread of 





Heaven, is eternal. “ Your father, 
did eat manna in the wilderness, 
and are dead. This is the bread 
which cometh down trom heaven, 
that a man may eat thereof and not 
die.” In speaking of the woman 
of Samaria our Lord expresses this 
truth by a different figure: * The 
water that ] shall give her shall be 
in her a well of water springing D 
unto everlasting life.’ It is the ex, 
cellency of this spiritual life, tiat 
though the outward man fail, the 
inward man is renewed continually; 
every successive day adds only to 
Its vigour and its strength, and the 
change which consigns the body to 
the erave Is no other than the com- 
mencement of that life which is 
eternal in the heavens. This js 
the life which Cairist will give to 
his faithful people: “ They shall 
never perish, neither shall any 
niuck them out of his hand :” they 
shall live by his power in this world, 
and dwell in his presence for ever, 

Such, in few words, 1s the de. 
scription of Jesus Christ as the 
Bread of Life. But to whom is he 
revealed in this character? And 
who are the persons that shall live 
by him? ‘This will appear by con- 
sidering, 

Ii. The promise annexed: ‘ He 
that cometh to me shail never hun. 
ger, and he that belleveth in me 
shall never thirst.” 

1. What is meant by coming to 
Christ ? 

We read of great multitudes that 
followed him from different parts 
of the country ; some to listen to 
his words, and others attracted by 
the fame of his miracles. But how 
small was the number of his true 
disciples! And in this day, if we 
shouid esteem all men to be Chris: 
tians who are baptized unto the 
Name of Christ, or even who pro: 
fess some reverence to him as theit 
Lord, thousands would now be living 
upon the bread of life, who are 
strangers to spiritual things. It is 
a matter of serious inquiry, with 
what spirit we approach Christ, and 
what are our views both of him and 
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of ourselves. According to the 
ianeuage of Scripture, the expres- 
sion “to come to Christ” denotes 
che possession of such a mind as he 
wilt approve. It is not the profes- 
sion of the Ips, or attendance at 
ctated times with them that meet in 
she house of prayer, which can justly 
e considered as coming to Christ. 
lave we a due perception of our ex- 
eeding depravity 2 Do we find by 
ziniul e xperic ence oan we are guil- 
that In us 


“WI GO wo ¢ 


By 


ty and mise rao TS 5 
ho said thin ing, 


dwetleth ro righ- 
coousness to plead, no strength to re- 


new ourselves? Have we any know- 
iedve of his mercy and his power 
tocave? Do we address him with 
the prayer of the penitent, “ Thou 
Son of David, have mercy upon 
uy??? itis evident that the sense in 
eon Christ adcpts the expression 
he that cometh to me’’isthe same 
with that of the following werds: 
“he that believeth in me :” they 
serve to explain each other. We 
must come to him, therefore, with 
faith. and with all those dispositions 
which the word faith implies. Faith 
is to be reposed in him as the Sa- 
jiour of sinoers. Some there are 
who think that they come to Christ, 
wien they look at him only as an ex- 
ample for imitation: but the whole of 
this chapter in which he speaks of 
himself as the bread of life, teaches 
another doctrine “Ifany man eat 
of this bread, he shall live for ever: 
and the bread that I will give is my 
flesh, which I will give for the life 
of the world.’’ ** Whoso eateth my 
fesh and drinketh my blood hath 
ternal life ; and I will raise him up 
tthe last day.”? Whese passages 
do net refer immediately to the 
sicrament of the Lord’s Supper, for 
it was not yet instituted, but to the 
sacriice which he was to make in 
his own person for the atonement of 
in, and to the benefits which those 
that receive him by faith as the Sa- 
viour of sinners will derive from 
his death. We see likewise from 
_— illustration, as given by Christ 
himself, that in promising life to 


@ 
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them that believe and them that 
come to him, he speaks not of one 
act of belief, by which our sins are 
forgiven, but of a course of life ac- 
cording to such a beginning. We 
must continue to believe in him. If 
our natural lives be mainiained by 
the bread of this world, it is be- 
cause we use it from day to day 3 
and if our spiritual life be prolongs 
ed, it is by faith in Christ—by the 
continue! nourishment which we de- 
rive from him, thus spiritually eat- 
ing bis flesh and drinking his blood. 

2. The encouragement afforded 
to all that with hearty repentance 
and true faith turn anto him is con- 
tained in the declaration, that they 
shall never hunger and never (hirst. 

Consider the mzaning of the words. 
They give the assurance, that what- 
ever be the wants of the true dis- 
ciple, they shall ali be abundantiy 
supplied. Hunger and thirst are 
two of the most powerful appetites 
which belong to man: and the 
fiyures imply, that no blessing, 
whatever be its nature, shail be 
withheld from them that believe 
in Jesus Christ. They have within 
them the principle of life, both 
spiritual and eternal, and their souls 
shall be rcireshed and enlivened by 
all those communications of mercy 
and grace which can fill and satisfy 
the mind. ‘“ He that eateth my 
fiesh and drinketh my blood dwel- 
leth in me and 1 in him:’’ and what 
can be wanting, if the presence of 
Christ be there? If he shine into 
the heart, the darkness is dispelled : 
if he administer consolation, neither 
things present nor things to come 
can deprive us of our joy: when 
he giveth quietness, who then can 
make trouble? Christ is all and in 
all to his people; their hope, their 
wisdom, their glorying, and their 
sanctification; the author and fini- 
sher of their faith; the source of 
their felicity, and their exceeding 
great reward; the foundation of 


their peace on earth, the subject of 
their triumph in heaven. 
Consider the wnrvereality of the 
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promise. “ He that comethto me is not bread, and your Hibour for 
shall never hunger: he that be- that which satisficth not? Hearken 
lieveth in me shail never thirst.” diligently unto me, and eat ve that 
The privilege is not oficredtosome, which is good, and let your soul de. 
with the intimation that others will light itself in fatness.” Wheretore 
necessarily be excluded: itis like is it that you give your labour ang 
the invitation by the Prophet, ** Ho, your strengui tor things that perish 


every one that thirsteth, come to 
the waters : and he that hath no 
money, come ye, buy and eat; yea 
come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without price’? The 
words ere addressed to ali that per- 
ceive their want ofa Saviour, and 
who are willing to come to him by 
faunh and accept of salvation. Our 
Lord does not say, that we must 
first make atonement for our sins, 


and then apply to the fountain of 


erace: the command is simply, 
*“* Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
You can make no satisfaction to the 
wrath of God: the price has already 
been paid; and the benefit shall be 
yours, whatever have been your ol- 
fences, if you forsake your sins and 
repent and believe. Here is en- 
couragement for the chief of sin- 
ners: and them that come to Christ 
he will in no wise cast out. 
Consider the au‘hority by which 
the promise is delivered. The 
speaker is the Lord hiniself, to 
whom all power is given in heaven 
and in earth; the Saviour, who 
came to redcem us frem our sins 
by his own blood, who will raise us 
up again at the last rk and appear 
as tue Judge of quick and dead. 
He does not speak with hesitation, 
but asserts in direct terms, that 
every man who thus relies upon 
him shal! be saved. Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but that word 
shall not pass away : 
judgment will prove to an assembled 
universe, that his promises fail not, 
and that his truth endureth for ever. 
I would make an application of 
this subject to two classes of persons. 
1. To those that have not vet 
come to Christ and believed in his 
Name. 
Tosuch we may speak inthe words 
of the prophet; ** Wherefore do ve 
spend your money for that which 


the day of 













































in the using, and negiect those biegs. 

Ings which are ior your present and 
everlasting good, and which are 
freely offered to you in Christ? Ty 
them that continue iD their SIS, the 
ceciaraiion ofthe texcis the sentence 
of Geath: if they eat vor of the breag 
of life, that lile which the Son of 
Ged bas purchased for his peopie, 
they never. can enjoy : their end is 
deuth, 

Some are willing to dclude them. 
sclves with the vain persuasion, since 
nove can come to Curist except the 
father draw bim, that no guilt wi 
rest upon those who possess penther 
the will por the power toceme 3; and 
they are therefore cisposed to atu 
bute the blame to God. But weare 
commanded by Christ to ask, andit 
shall be given ; to scek, and we shall 
s; to knock, and the door shall be 
[ic has left itupon record, 
that we should s¢réve to enter in at 
the strait gate; that we should set 
ourselves in earnest to labour even 
for those blessings which are ep 
lirely the gift of God.  ‘ Labour 
not fer the meat which perisieth, 
but for that meat which endureth 
unto everlasiing life, which the Son 
of man shall give unto you.’? — Faith 
and all the blessings that proceed 
from it ere the gift of God: but 
that ac and thirst after righ 
teousness shall be fiiled ; and if we 
scek with devotedness of spirit, by 
prayer and supplication, for the 
bread that cometh down from hee 
ven, the very circumstance that it 
is the gift of God is a pledge and as 
surance that we shall not be sent 
empty away. Let us repent, eee 
fore, and believe the Gospel : 
this way alone can we partake of 
that heavenly bread : and if we live 
not here the life which is by the 
faith of the _— of God, to a lite © 
gicry we Cann attain. 
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9 | wouldaddress those who have 
a good hope throug ab grace, that they 
have come to Christ. and believed 
bis Name. 


Great are your 


“ privileges, but 
ercul 
he who is the bread of ite hus 

that those who maintain 
an napitual regard tor him, as the 
support of their Spirituy il ExIstenc 
shail be sustained and invieorated by 


prom! ised, 


if yajfe ae, , 
his to} ly LB aty rere at j finally 4G%40 US up 
‘ a / , ~< then ‘ 
to eternal af C lit ne Gay Oi its ape 
; ? i ey es » c 

pe rpg, with what thankfulness and 

‘7 

hos est 7 t 7 ~ an einive 
>| rathiuac $ou.G YOu ré waehde wha 
ip ae — i Vv “a 4 
inpesumabie OCH. . \ a Wat Gill- 
gece and Care $20; : da vou improve 
— = 


every op ertunity, Whica may tend to 

keep POUND UniO! With your Saviour, 
a 5 * a ad -% + 1, or o%s a 

and promere YOUuUrP frowta BA ria 
‘ al «) - 


‘eo » thie face t, 
teousness ad Uc.incss betore din 


: 
Wib what determined assicduity 
shouid you cultivate all the means 
of grace $ With 
on should you 

upon them ! 

weary in the 
know 


what fervency oi 
entreat his 
Let: us not 
service of 
that in due 


devoul 
} } eetnapr 
VIUooids 
become 
Curist; for we 
season we shall reap, if we faint 
no.—Now tinto Liim that is able to 
keep us from falling, &c. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer 


To what has already appeared 
your pages on the word peapres, I 
wish to add, that in both the Sep. 
tuagint and the New Testament, it 
is frequently used in the sense of 
“an eye-witness.” Among other 
passages, the fuilowing may be pro- 
duced, as decidedly requiring that 
interpretation :— 

Ruth iv. 9, 10, 11. “ Boaz said 
unto the elders, and to all the 
people, peaplyupes vesis cuucpor, Ye are 
witnesses this day, that I have bought 
all that was Elimelech’s,” &c. 
“And all the people that were in 
the gate, and the elders, said, peap)upes, 
We are witnesses,’ i.e. We have 
seen, Or Observed, the transaction, 
and attest it as eye-witnesscs. 

Isaiah viii, 1,2, Moreover, the 
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also are your obi ag lf 


635 


Lord said unto me, Take thee a 
great roll, and write in it with a 
man’s pen, &c.; and paglupas pos 
woinzev 1 took unto me faithtul wit- 
nesses to record,” 1. @. €yc-wtinesses 
of my having so written, * concern- 
ing Maher-shalal-hash-baz.” 

Jer. xxxii 10 “1 subscribed 


the evidence, and sealed it, and 
Cyereetpivpcmny prceolupes, took witnes- 


es,’ Le. cys witnesses of my pur- 


chase being legally settled. 
Matt. xvii. 16. “ If he will not 

hear thee, then take with thee one or 

two more, that in the meuth of two 
. ae a 33 

or three peapivpay witnesses who 

had been present, 


z 7) 


and observed all 
that passed on the occasion, “every 
word may be established.’ 

Acts x. 41. ‘Not to all the 
pco} pie, but weep Urs, witnesses,” 1. e. 
ve-wiinesses of our Lord’s being 
raised from the dead, ** even to us, 
who did eat and drink with him after 


oa 


] Thess. ih, LO. Ypeces Magruees, 


“ Ye are witnesses, and God also,” 
1. e. Ye have odserved, and from 
your own knowledge can testify, 


and justly, and un- 
behaved ourselves 


‘+ how holily, 
biameably we 
among you.’ 

2 Tim. il. 2. “The things which 
thou hast heard of, or from me, 
Q2MONL w,eAAwy muprusay many wiines- 
ses,’ 1. e. eye and car witnesses of my 
public ministry and doctrine. 

1 Pet. v. i. * The elders which 
are among you I exhort, who am 
also an elder, and pasrus tav Te ypics 
ralyuetov, a witness of the sufferings 
of Christ,” i. e. an eye-witness of his 
bloody passion. 

Aiter such instances, no reasona- 
ble doubt can remain that the scrif- 
tural use of the word uezprup includes 
the sense of an eye-witness, whether 
Schleusner and Scapula allow it, or 
not: and, that such a sense may be 
applied to “ the cloud of witnesses,”’ 
mentioned in Heb. xii. 1, appears 
far from being fanciful ; though cer- 


tainly the other sense of examfiles, 
or striking instances and evrdences, 
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promise. ‘“ He that cometh to me 
Shall never hunger: he that be- 
Hieveth in me shail never thirst.” 
The privilege is not offered to some, 
with the intimation that others will 
Necessarily be excluded: itis like 
the invitation by the Prophet, ** Ho, 
every one that thirsteth, come to 
the waters : and he that hath no 
money, come ye, buy and eat; yea 
come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without gin'eg e.” The 
words sre addiessed to ali that pe 

ceive their want ofa Saviour, and 
who are willing to come to him by 
fauh and accept of salvation. Our 
Lord does not say, that we must 
first make atonement for our sits, 


and then apply to the fountain of 


@race: the command is simply, 
“* Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
You can make no satisfaction to the 
wrath of God: the price has already 
been paid; and the benefit shall be 
yours, whatever have been your of- 
fences, if you forsake vour sins and 
repent and believe. Here is en- 
courarement for the chief of sin- 
ners: and them that come to Christ 
be will in no wise cast out. 
Consider the au‘hority by which 
the promise is delivered. The 
speaker is the Lord hiniself, to 
whom all power is given in heaven 
and in earth; the Savicur, who 
came to redeem us firem our sins 
by his own blood, who will raise us 
up again at the last day, and appear 
as tue Judge of quick and dead. 
He does not speak with hesitation, 
but asserts in direct terms, that 
€very man who thus relies upon 
him shal! be saved. Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but that word 
shall not pass away : 
judgment will prove to an assembled 
ublverse, that his promises fail not, 
and that his truth endureth for ever. 


I would make an application of 


this subject totwo classes of persons. 
1. To those that have not vet 
come to Christ and believed in his 
Name. 
Tosuch we may speak inthe words 
of the prophet; ** Wherefore do ye 
spend your money for that which 


« 





the day of 


that which satisticth not learken 
diligen tly unto me, and Ve that 
wiich is rood, and let owe soul de. 
light itself in iatness.” Wherefore 
is it that you give your lebour and 
your stre: ‘an ior things that perish 
in the ISIE Fyand neglect those biegs. 
ings which are for your present and 
everlasting good, and which are 
freely offered to you in Christ? To 
them that continue in their sins, the 
deciaraiion ofthe texcis the sentence 
of death: if they eat vot of the bread 

of liie, thet ons which the Son uf 
Ged bas purchased for his peopie, 
they never cau “enjoy : their end is 
death, 

Some are willing to delu de them- 
sclves wi 
nove can come to Christ except the 
bather draw bim, that no guilt will 
rest upon those who possess bether 
the will nor the power toccme 3 and 
they are therefore disposed to attri 
bute the blameto God. But weare 
commanded by Christ to ask, and it 
shall be eiven 3 to seek, and we shall 
find; to kn em and ~~ door shali be 

sped. Ue has left itupon record, 
that we should ils to enter in at 
the ae ait gale; that we should set 
ourselves in earnest to labour even 
for those blessings which are en- 
Urely the gift of God.  & Labour 
not for the meat which perisieth, 
but for that meat which endureth 
unto everlasiing life, which the Son 
of man shall give unto you.’? ~~ Faita 
and all the blessings that proceed 
from it are the gift of God: but they 
that hunger and thirst after righ 
teousness shall be fliled ; and if we 
seek with devotedness of spirit, by 
prayer and supplication, for the 
bread that cometh down from hee 
ven, the very circumstance that it 
is the gift of God is a pledge and as- 
surance that we shall not be sent 
empty away. Let us repent, rag’ 
fore, and believe the Gospel : 10 
this way alone can we partake ol 
that heavenly bread : and Wf we live 
not here the life which is by the 
faith of the Son of God, to a life © 


glory we cannot attain. 


is not bread, and your labour for 
t? ‘a 
ut 


the Vain persuas! 10. Since 
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9 | wouldaddress those who have 
a good hope throus sb grace, that they 
have come to Christ and beheved 
jn bis Name. . 

Great are your privileges, but 
cr 
>a) 
he who is the bread of lite hus 
promis sed, Wat those who maintain 
an pavpitual reo rard ior him, as the 
suppoil of their spiritual existence, 


shail be sustained and invieorated by 


his rloiy SPIPdl, aka iinaily raised up 
to clernal alte tn the Gay of ots ape 
, 


cate —"° on we ee —* 
pe rity’, with ee | eae Tlanaluipecss np 
. P 


‘ 
. ms ' 
i; vou receive tis His 


epallhude sHou, 
inestimable bene 3 VV i iad W nat Gill- 
gence and Care suocuid you improve 
every op Ortunity, which Mav i¢ nad +O 
keep youn upioe? with your Saviour, 
and promere your growth In righ- 
teousness amd Letiness before hin ! 
With what determined assicuity 
should you eultivate all the means 
of grace ! With what fervency of 
devodon sheuld you entreet his 
Jessing upon them. Let us not 
come weary in the service of 
Christ; for we know that in due 
season we shall reap, if we faint 
no.—Now ainto Fiim that is able to 
keep us from falling, &c. 


To the Editor of the Christian Chserver. 


To what has already appeared in 
your pages on the word papres, I 
wish to add, that in both the SeD- 
tuagint and the New Testament, it 
is frequently used in the sense of 
“an eye-witness.” Among other 
passages, the fuilowing may be pro- 
duced, as decidedly requiring that 
Interpretation :— 

Ruth iv. 9, 10, 11. Boaz said 
unto the elders, and to all the 
people, peaplupes veesig cxucoov, Ye are 
witnesses this day, that | have bought 
all that was Elimelech’s,” &c. 
“And all the people that were in 
the gate, and the elders, said, pap)upes, 
We are witnesses,’ i.e. We have 
seen, Or Observed, the transaction, 
and attest it as eye-witnesses. 

Isaiah viii. 1,2. Moreover, the 


o 


reat also are your obligations. It 
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Lord said unto me, Take thee a 
great roll, and write in it with a 
man’s pen, &c.; and peaplvpas pos 
WolinTey 1 took unto me faithtul wits 
nesses to record,” 1. @. eye-wtinesses 
of my having so written, * concern- 
ing Maher-shalal-hash-baz. 

Jer. xxxil 10 ‘1 subscribed 


the evidence, and sealed it, and 
oe trcojupes, took witnes- 
ses,’ Le. cys witnesses of my pur- 


chase being legally settled. 

Matt. xviii. 16. ** If he will not 
hear thee, then take with thee one or 
two mere, that in the mouth of two 
or three peaciveay witnesses,’ who 
ad been present, and observed all 
hat passed on the occasion, “every 
ond may be established.”’ 

Acts x. 41. “Not to all the 
ie ple, but seaplvct, witnesses,’ 1. e. 
evc-witnesses of our Lord’s being 
ain from the dead, ** even to us, 
who did eat and drink with him after 
he rose from the dead.” 

1 Thess. 1. 10. Yucts puproges, 
“ Yeare witnesses, and God also,’’ 
} observed, and from 


_ 


1 e. Ye hav 
your own knowledge can testify, 
‘how holily, and justly, and une 
biameably we behaved ourselves 
among you.” 

2 Tim. il. 2. % The things which 
thou hast heard of, or from me, 
2MONS woAAwy pwaprysay many witnes- 
ses,’ }. e. eye and car witnesses of my 
public ministry and doctrine. 

1 Pet. v. i. “ The elders which 
are among you I exhort, who am 
also an elder, and pastes tav Te ypiss 
ralyuetov, a witness of the sufferings 
of Christ,” 1. e. an eye-witness of his 
bloody passion. 

Aiter such instances, no reasona- 
ble doubt can remain that the scrif- 
tural use of the word pzzprup includes 
the sense of an eye-witness, whether 
Schleusner and Scafula allow it, or 
not: and, that such a sense may be 
applied to “ the cloud of witnesses,’ 
mentioned in Heb. xii. 1, appears 
far from being fanciful ; though cer- 
tainly the other sense of examples, 
or striking instances and evrdences, 
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of the power of faith in those holy 
gmnen, » hose heroic actions are re- 
corded in Scripture for our anima- 
tion in the path ef duty, is, in that 
passage, the more direct and appro- 
priate. The words sepexciscvov quis 
seein, without much force, to con- 
vey the idea of cur spiritual exer- 
tions in the Christian race being 
messed, or observed, by a surreunea- 
ang concours? of such us bave theme 
selves experienced what we are cali- 
ed to encounter, and in whom the 
nli-conquering energy of that faith 
has been exremplificd, by which we 
are exhorted and encouraged to 
through every dificult (ys to- 
e prize of glory that is se 
Gospel. 


amt 
Tite 


ez "ess 
wards the 
before us in the 
VELAX, 
Se 
To the Editer of the Christian Observer 


Amone the remarkable changes of 


the present times, which m: ay well 
be called marks cr signs, it is per- 
haps pone of the least that religion, 
charity, zeal, &c. are become more 
fashionable than the “y once were. 

Vhile the world still constitutes che 
of the chief msc enemics of the 
Christian, which he is aenee and 
Bound to renounce and combat; yet 
wt must be allowed, that under the 
blessing of the At nighty, an ine 
creased and increasing attention has 
been of late years e: shibited towards 
the claims of Ch iristianity. The ef- 
fect of this improvement is evident 
in some of the most splendid c haritas 
ble institutions ever heard of, elther 
newly founded, or roused from their 
slumber to active and energetic life ; 
in the spirit of active zeal which has 
been stirred up among the establish. 
ed clergy of the land; and in the 
manifest increase of family religion, 
and individual picty, among the laity. 
Thus far the picture is cheering. 
But let us mark the reverse! Pro- 
fessors of religion, with some show 
of propriety, now assume the title 
of “the religious world.” And 
seeing that they possess in wealth, 





Religious World warned against acting from worldly Motives. 


[Gct, 


rank, influence, credit and number, 
enough to gratify the corrupt Das. 
sions of ambition, avarice, vanity, love 
of popular applause, and many other 
desires of the carnal mind, is therg 
not too much reason to fear, that ip 
this “world” will be found those 
who pursue the gratification of these 
sinful desircs, without quitting jtg 
pale ? IT speak not here of the de. 
cided hypocrite ; but of those who, 
though they miuix in the yarlous so. 
Cieiies which form 
orid, and persuade th emselves that 
in + the work of the Lord, 
cannot stand the application to 
eir hearts and peers of such a 
spiritual test as St. Paul applied to 
his day: “ Ti any 
the Spirit of C! IF ist, 
he is none of his.’ Let such seri- 
cusly reflect upon how > following 
words of cur Lord himself: Many 
will say to me in that day, — 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name; and In thy name have cast 
out devils; and in thy name done 
meny wonderful works? And then 
will I profess unto them, I never 
k NEW YOu 5 depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity.” 

For example—should a preacher 
of the Gospel be hurried along by 
an overwhelming tide of popularity 
so as to forget Him for whom he is 
commissioned to plead; and to re- 


vy are Cc: 
are ¢ 


ran have not 
| 


eard the applause with which his 
doctrine is received, as an offering 


due to his own talents and elo- 
quence ; thus receiving honour from 
men, and not giving God the glory; 
—or should he aim to attract atten- 
tion by singularities of siyle and 
novelties of doctrine, by seeking 
ee subtletics unknown to the Sa- 
cred volume, and remote from the 
Simplicity of evangelical truth, be 

cannot in either case be said tohave 
“the Spirit of Christ.”—Again ; 
should zealous promoters of a cha- 
ritable fund seek their own honourin 
putting down handsome sums at the 
head of the list ; or should advocates 
for religion attend public meetings 
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and there distinguish themselves as 
eneakers, rather to gain the applause 
“a surrounding multitudes, than to 
clorify God in the simplicity of their 


«> 


hearts 3 or should others shew their 
zeal in collecting money, rather that 
they may be able to boast of their 
personal exertions, than in order to 
serve the cause of religion; such 
manifestly ‘have not the Spirit of 
Christ: they are none of his.’’ 
Seeing, then, in how many ways 
we may deceive ourselves; that, if 
clergymen, we may preach the Gos- 
pel from low and selfish motives,— 
if laymen, we may go to church, 
and other religious assemblies, be- 
cause the names of some who do so 
make it creditable to be seen among 
them; that, if in low circumstances, 
we may enter such a society, be- 
cause the custom of its members 
may be very profitable to us; or if 
rich, we may be found there, be- 
cause our rank and influence place 
us ina situation gratifying to our 
pride ;—let us earnestly pray to God 
to grant us his Spirit, that we may 
serve him with simplicity of heart. 
While we bless his holy Name for 
the increase of religious effort, by 
which the means of grace are more 
and more laid open to a vast num- 
ber of perishing sinners, let us con- 
sider ourselves as called upon ear- 
nestly to ** examine ourselves, whe- 
ther we be in the faith,’’ that the 
reward of grace may hereafter be 
fully bestowed upon us, 
THEOPHILUS. 


—— ee 


For the Christian Observer. 
ON THE DECEITFULNESS OF THE 
HUMAN HEART. 


Tuere is nothing, probably, in 
which the deceitfulness of the hu- 
man neart is more fully evinced, 
than in the readiness with which it 
observes and censures faults in the 
characters of others, and its extreme 
backwardness in applying the same 
censure to itself. It is quick to see 
Christ. Obsery. No. 178, 
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even a mote in the eye of another, 
though blind to the beam In its own. 
[t was undoubtedly to counteract 
this self-deceit that the use of para- 
bles was introduced; asin them the 
mind is led on almost impercepubly 
to pass sentence before it perceives 
the appiication to itself. The king 
of Israel was immediately struck 
with the injustice exhibited by Nas 
than, though perhaps, had the pro- 
phet more openly reproved him, he 
might have tcund some excuse to 
palilate his sin —I was led into this 
train of thought from considering 
the weil-known text of Gen. xl 23: 
“ Yet did not the chief butler re- 
member Joseph, but forgat him ” 
There are few, probably, who read 
the interesting story of Joseph, who 
are not struck with the ingratitude 
of the chief butler, and yet probably 
much fewer, who, would they turn 
their eyes from him to themselves, 
must not be obliged to confess that 
his fault is, even in an aggravated 
degree, their own. Christ Jesus, 
when we lay bound in the prison- 
house of sin and death, not only like 
Joseph calmed our fears, but bim- 
self wrought deliverance for us, 
himself opened the prison doors and 
let us go free, only enjoining us that 
we should have him ever in remem- 
brance, and take his conduct as an 
exumple for our own. And yet 
which of us is there who can look 
into his own hezrt, and not allow 
that, in spite of all that he has done 
for us, we have too often sinned 
like the chief butler, too often not 
remembered this our Saviour, but 
forgat him? JUVENIS. 
on 


To the Rditor ofthe Christian Observer. 


To the testimonies of several learn- 
ed men and dignitaries of our na- 
tional church, already brought for- 
ward by your correspondents on the 
subject of Regeneration, p: rmit me 
to add that of Dr. Whitby, the well- 
known commentater en the New 
4P 
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Testament, in his discourse against 
Calvinism, commonly known under 
the name of “ Whitby on the Five 
Points.’ How far this learned, and 
certainly not enthusiastic. divine 
would have countenanced such po- 
Sitiuns as those advanced by Dr. 
Mant, that baptism is the only ve. 
hicle of regeneration, and “ thai no 
other than baptismal regeneration Is 
possible in this world,” may be 
clearly understood from the follow: 
ing passages of the work before 
spoken of, pp. 274, 275. “ This 
new birth,” (the term Regeneration 
had before been used,) “is ascribed 
to the word of God, which only 
works upon us by moral suaston ; 
as when the Scripture saith, ¢ Faith 
comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God ;’ that * we are be- 
roiten by the word of the living 
God ;’ yea that God himself bath 
‘begotten us by the word of truth.’ 
It is also ascribed to the ministers 
of God; as when St. Paul telis the 
Corinthians he had ‘ begotten them 
by the Gospel.’” 

Again: “ This regeneration be- 
ing the phrase used by the Jows 
concerning their proselytes, (they 
having been said to be recentes nati, 
new-born babes, and born in hotl- 
Hess 5 epee Tos Ato Beacots DiroroQsis 
ro mara, rat Te nets PwTiras avaryewy Toth 
Avyeras. Strom. |. v. p. 552,) our 
Lord translates the metaphor from 
them to his disciples, renewed after 
the image of God in tru: holiness, 
and sanciified throughout in all their 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


JOURNEY TO SWITZERLAND, &c. 
(Concluded from p. 580.) 


I returned to Zurich 
at eleven o'clock, well pleased with 


* By some accident, a small chasm has 
been caused inthe manuscript at this place, 
consisting chiefly of an account of the 
journey from Schaffhausen to Zurich, and 
sf an excursion to view the lake of Zurich. 


* 
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whole man. Now here 1s such an 
intrinsic change in the whole spiriy 
soul, and body, and the whole tenop 
of this man’s life for the better, tha | 7 
he may well be said to be born again | 
who is thus changed into anothep, 
man; for if, when the Spiriy of! 
prophecy came upon Saul, he wa; 
‘turned into another man,’ much 
more may he be said to be so, whi 
has the Spirit of sanctification dwel, 
ling in him. And seeing it is by the 
operation of the Holy Spirit tha 
this change ts wrought within usp 
it fitly is expressed by being bor 
of the Spirit. Seeing, lastly, we 
are thus born, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorrupuble, 7. e, by 
the word of the living God, who of 
his own will hath begotten us again 
by the word of truta, thereiore we 
are as fiily said to be born of Godt 
I need not remark, that Dr. Whit fk 
by was clearly no Calvinist, although 
Dr. Laurence affirms that such views 
of the subject as Dr. Whitby main 
tulns are exclusively Calvinist, 
The opinion of that learned divine 
Clearly is, that the name ‘ regene 
rate,’ or “pew born,’ given by 
the Jews to their proselytes, was 
not applied, by our Lerd, to his dis 
ciples, with any reference to thei 
baptism, as Dr, Mant affirms in the 
Sth page of his tract, but simply a 
they are “ renewed after the image 
of God tn true holiness,’ whether 

as yet baptised with water or not. 
BDirom ce repair: 
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my water expedition, and I imme: 
diately proceeded to Dr. Lavaters 
house. He was from home ; but 
his wife, a most respectable looking 
woman, of about sixty, and some 
sons and daughters, all having the 
marks of great good breeding; wel- 
comed me, and expressed their so! 
row at the Doctor’s absence, bt 
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poid, that if I would favour him with 

visit at one o'clock, and drink cof- 
. with him, they were sure of the 
I re- 
Aurved at the time appointed, and 
was shewh up two pair of stairs into 
‘Aahe Doctor’s library. I introduced 
myself in the best manner I could, 
gpd apologized for intruding upon 
hia) without any letter of introduc- 
‘tion, or any other .motive to plead 
but my earnest wish to see and know 






lad 


Fpersonally a man so highly cele- 


Aprated. He received me with great 
Tcourtesy. We entered into conver- 
Tsation, and he soon adverted to the 
"French Revolution.  J’en deteste 
‘He principe, et yen ai des le come 
}mencement craint et prevu le mal 
‘qui est arrivé, comme je vois tout 
‘celui qui arrivera encore. Je le 
yois avec veil physique et par la 
‘revelation. Cette idée esta mol, et 
jene la donne pas pour precepte. 
Je devine par pressentiment. Les 
fuits pass€s me donnent le calcul 
plulosopbique: le pressentiment et 
-la revelation me rendent la chose 
positive.” But, said I to him, what 


»do you mean by Revelation ? that of 


St John? © Oui, c’est Paccomplis- 
sement des Ecritures. C’est l’)An- 
techrist. Ce n’est que mon opinion, 
mais elle me satisfait et me penetre 
de douleur. Je ne verrai pas la fin 
de ce siecle, mais elle sera terrible. 
Le cahos general suivra le renver- 
sement de Vordre et de tous les gou- 
vernements, et sera terminé par le 
despolisme le plus terrible.” In 
Teply to a question, whether he 
thought it would be the despotism 
of the people, or that of an indivi- 
dual; he said * Du peuple d’abord, 
et ensuite d’un seul; la religion est 
perdue, aneantie, non seulement en 
France mais par toute I’Europe. 
Ici méme, on nous sommes encore 
heureux obeissant a Dieu et aux 
loix, dans dix ans il n’y aura plus de 
religion et plus de culte. Dés qu’on 
se demande, Dos je croire? on a 
deja cessé de croire. Quand un fils 
‘edit, Obeirai-je 4 mon pere? il 
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luia deja desobei. La marche de 
Yordre dans les familles est la mar- 
che de Vordre en religion, et de 
Vordre civil.” 

1 jeft him after an hours conver- 
sation, by which | was highly enter- 
tained ; and we parted like men 
who had known each other a long 
time. 

Dr. Lavater was in possession of 
one of the best livings of Zurich, 
on the income of-which S002. as 
1 was informed,) he brought upa 
pretty large family. He had, how- 
ever, derived some advaniage from 
his works, particularly that on phi- 
siognomy, althcugh net so much as 
might be suppnsed from the high 
price at which it sold. He hac been 
at great expense in the publication, 
and it is nota work of common sale. 

His other compositions are in di- 
vinity, but (I was informed) not lik- 
ed, except by those who were called 
his sectaries. His doctrine was said 
to be of the mystic kind, and to bor- 
deron enthusiasm. He had, there- 
fore, many enemies In the church, 
and among persons in the higher 
ranks; and there seemed to be no 
medium in opinions about him, He 
was either almost worshipped or 
hated.—-He was generous and be- 
nevolent in the extreme, and did 
not seem to know the value of nio- 
ney when charity pointed out a good 
action ; and, as his disposition was 
well known, designing people were 
apt to play upon it. His age was 
seventy-five, his look pleasing, bis 
eye piercing and full of fire, his 
countenance full of benignity. He 
was tall and very thin, of a pale com- 
plexion, shewing rather emaciation. 
His print gives his feztures pretty 
exactly, but none of their animation. 

Immediately, on leaving Dr. La- 
vater, I set off for Winterthur, only 
three leagues distant from Zurich ; 
but it was so dark when [ reached 
it that I could not see that pretty 
built town, the prosperity and wealth 
of which had, for the last thirty 
years, been continually increasing 
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by the useful and well-directed ma- 
nufactures established within its 
walls. They consist chiefly in cot- 
ton goods, which they print with 
much taste. They sell them in 
Switzerland, Germany, and Italy. 
They have also a great number of 
Women employed in embroidering 
white muslins, which have a con- 
Stant sale. 

From Winterthur I came back 
to Schaffhausen, distant only five 
leagues, over a beautiful country, 
and winding roads amidst inclosures 
and villages, the principal of which is 
Andeffinguen. From thence the road 
lies through the beautiful ground 
of Uwisen, having the forest of Cohl- 
furst on the right hand all the way 
to the famous bridge of Schaffhau- 
sen over the Rhine. 

Much has been written on the 
multiplicity of picturesque views in 
Switzerland; I doubt whether any 
of the thirteen cantons can boast of 
such rich variety of beautiful scene- 
ry as the canton of Schaffhausen. 
The town is built on the Rhine, at 
the foot and in the centre of several 
convergent hills In whatever di- 
rection a traveller moves from it, 
he gains, by an easy ascent, the top 
of one or other of the hills, from 
which he has views which vary al. 
most at every step, and, from most 
of them, he may see the Rhine wind- 
Ing with majesty round those lofty 
hills, covered with vineyards, sbrubs, 
or forest-trees. ‘The distance from 
the town to the cataract, not more 
than three English miles, is in four 
or five places marked by strong 
breakers, formed from a bed of 
rocks, which, leaving only a chan- 
ne! here and there for the deep wa- 
ter, present to the eye a mixture of 
milk-white waves intermixed with 
the finest and clearest sea-green 


water. 

From the Lake of Constance, out 
ef which the Rhine issues, the na- 
vigation is uninterrupted as far as 
the bridge of Schaffhausen ; and it 
is only andimmediately after having 
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passed its wide arches, that the wa, 
ter becomes so impetuous as totally 
to Interrupt the navigation, Which 
can only be resumed below the ga. 
taract, to be again interrupted at 
Lauffenberg within a few days of 
Basle. The whole canton, viewed 
from any point, presents a continued 
and easy undulation of hills richly 
cultivated or covered with wood, the 
horizon being terminated by the 
snowy Alps, which, ina certain state 
of the atmosphere, appear within q 
few miles of Schaffhausen, although 
some of them are about forty leagues 
distant, 

The country houses round Schaft 
hausen are numerous, and possess 
great charms of scenery. None of 
those I saw can be called handsome; 
but they are in general commodious, 
and suit the taste for simplicity 
which strongly marks the character 
of the inhabitants. The most strik 
ing points of view are to be found 
by going out at the upper gate, and 
ascending the paved hill called the 
Sterg. There, from the vineyard 
culled the Oel Berg, the eye com. 
mands a view of ali those beauties 
which the most ardent imagination 
can wish for, and expect to find, in 
Switzerland, The first time I visited 
that spot, I could no otherwise ex: 
press the feelings which overpower- 
ed me, than by falling on my knees, 
and remaining there for some time 
lost in astonishnsent and silent admi- 
ration. Not far from Oel Berg isa 
country house, called Stokarberg. 
It is also a most enchanting spot, 
though of a very different kind, being 
much softer, and not so magnificent 
as the former, 
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To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
My letter in your Number for July, 
animadverting upon the spirit and 
conduct of the Eclectic Review, hes 
drawn down upon me, it seems, the 
highest indignation of the Editor. 
This, however, is no proof that my 
observations were unseasonable, o 
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that they may not be useful: and I 
am disposed, with your leave, to add 
some confirmation to them. I did 
jiile more, in my former commu- 
nication, than tell a plain tale of what 
had really happened, and I shail dono 
more now. 

| have lately had the happiness of 
once again visitng that revered rela- 
tive to whom the Eclectic Reviewer 
alluces in his censure of me. | found 
him (what I am not) a regular rea- 
der of the Review in question, and 
disposed to do it, in some respects, 
what | should have supposed, more 
than justice: but in adverting to the 
spirit which it breathed towards the 
eyvernment of the country, and in- 


deed towards rulers in general, the 


Janguege in which he spoke of it was 
surunger ban | have been accustomed 
to hear him employ. “ It appeared 
to him absolutely awful, to see men, 
p.olessing themselves the advocates 
of the most exalicd Christian prin- 
ciples, losing no opportunity, in per- 
fect contrasé to the spirit and the pre- 
cepts of Scripture, of exciting the 
hatred and contempt of mankind 
against those whom Providence has 
placed over them: not only repro- 
b.ung without mercy the measures 
which they disapprove, but even tra- 
clig up to corrupt motives and de- 
signs such as they could not but, on 
the whole, commend.’’* 

Since my return home, I have also 
had occasion to visit an inhabitant of 
these more northern parts, long emi- 
nent for science, for wisdom, and for 
piety. I found my venerable friend 
Suying with Barzilal, “* Iam this day 
fourscore years old;” but far from 
proceeding with that worthy in the 
catalogue of his infirmities and in- 
Capacities (2 Sam. xix. 34, 35,) it 
might rather be said of him, as of 
Moses, “his eye was not dim, nei- 
ther his natural force,” either of 


* The representation above made of my 
father (the Rev. Thos. Scott’s) sentiments 
bas been submitted to his inspection, and 


: . communsgated with hjs entire appro- 
ation, 
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body or mind, “ abated.” He is still 
among the most active, as well as 
the most ardent, promoters of every 
pious and benevolent undertaking. 
He is cherishing too, like the late 
admirable Buchanan, the most cheer- 
ing views of the opening prospects 
of the church and the world, from 
the revival of true religion, and the 
spirit of godly zeal which Is excited. 
I could not but be struck, then, with 
the sentiments of such a man on the 
subject before us. “ The sentiments 
(said he) of the Eclectic Review 
have considerably dispirited me.— 
That such should be the temper and 
the principles of a work so generally 
patronised by our dissenting breth- 
ren, is a very painful consideration; 
and it casts a shade over my bright 
anticlpations concerning the union 
and extension of the church, more 
than any thing I have met with for 
some time,” 

In such sentiments, uttered by 
such men, it seems to me that there 
is matter on which the Eclectic Re- 
viewer may do well to pause and de- 
liberate. 

Iam, &c. 


JOHN SCOTT, 
Hull, Sept. 3, 1816. 


P.S. On the quotation which I 
formerly made from the Eclectic 
Review, I would ask this question : 
Supposing it posted about our streets 
and villages, could any thing be de- 
vised more strongly tending, under 
nresent circumstances, to excite in. 
surrections in the country é 


Wo the HKditor of the Christian Observer. 


Arter the dreadful details on the 
subject of colonial slavery which have 
recently given a harrowing interest 
to your pages, neither you nor your 
readers will be displeased with the 
following extract of a letter which I 
have received from a friend in Bal- 
timore, dated the 24th June last, and 
which exhibits a very different spirit 
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and practice from what unhappily 
prevails In the British islands. The 
pians pursued for the improvement 
of the slaves are truly noble. May 
they be extended wherever slavery 
exists! The information contained 
in the same letter on the subject of 
prisons will also be found highly im- 
portant, 
R. P. 


“ Amongst the numerous salutary 
effects which result from the influ- 
ence of Gospei-light, the meliora- 
tion of the condition of the enslaved 
Aircans and ageneral disposition to 
emancipate them are here conspicu- 
ous. Not more than 40 years ago, 


when my father gave liberty to those 
in his possession, itexcited the grea- 


c* 


tesi alarm throughout the State, and 
every effort which sophistry could 
sug¢est Was made to Induce him to 
reuract. Now emancipation seems 
to engage the attention of all ranks, 
Socicties are forming in the midst 
of the Slave States, in some Instances 
almost exclusively by slave-holders, 
for the express purpose of promoting 
that interesting measure. LTormerly 
the right to hold slaves was scarcely 
ever questioned ; vow it is admiited 
on ail sides that they arc justly en- 
tiled to their liberty. Under this 
impression, many are disposed to 
emancipate them, but are not willing 
to turn them loose without education 
upon the community. The socteties 
to which I have alluded seem to be, 
at present, in favour of colonization. 
As soon as they shali have digested 
and fixed upon the most suitable 
plan, they will adopt measures to in- 
flucnce the public mind in its favour, 
and promote addresses tu the State 
Legislatures to carry it into effect. 
To a petition, circulated under the 
auspices of the Abolition Society of 
Tennessee, to the Legislature of 
that State, for some legislative pro- 
vision in the case, there were up- 
wards of 1500 signatures; and as an 
evidence of their earnest desire for 
the consummation of their request, 
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many of the slave-holders were 5 
patticular as to write opposite their 
names, “ slauve-holder.”? I hope some 
plan will grow out of these move. 
iments, Consistent with justice and 
propriety, which will mect with ge. 
neral assent, and eventually restore 
so many of our feliow-crestures to 
their just richts and privileges. Ip 
this Srate, emancipation seems to be 
the order of the day. Many tamiilies 
of the first rank have recently mann. 
mitted their slaves. Vew die now 
Without making provision for their 
enlargement; and [ trust the time 
is near at hand when the Legislature 
Will pass en act to register and se- 
cure the freedom of all such as may 
be born hereafter. Should their co 
lonization not take place, the educa. 
tion of their children will become 
an obiect of the first necessity and 
importance, as it will be one of the 
most powerful means of raising them 
from thut state of degradation in 
which they have been so unjustly 
placed. J expect very soon to have 
il in my power to announce the orga 
nization of a society in this city, for 
the melioration of the condition of 
the Atrican race. As I have not 
ccased to recollect the ardent soli. 
clude which I know you feit for 
their education, 1 bope i shall conti 
nue to bear it inmind, and eideavour 
to make it an impertant feature in 
our plun, if consistent with the views 
of those with whom I shall be asso 
ciated. We, who are well acquaint 
ed with the actual state of things, 
calculate upon many impediments; 
the languor and stupor that distin 
guished them in their native country 
are rendered stll greater by slavery, 
which hath ever been known to blunt 
the faculties and cramp the energies 
of our nature : towhich may be add- 
ed, the frejudices against them in the 
public mind, their colour, and the 
unsuitabieness of our climate to theit 
physical powers. The prejudice 


against them, as it regards theif 
colour, scems, indeed, to wear away 
If they are evyentaally 


rapidly. 
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emancipated and continue amongst 
os, it appears to me that the Legis- 
ature of each State will be bound 
ny every Christian as well as politt- 
cal duty, to provide amply for their 
education; abd IT bepe that every 
one interested In their w elfure, will 
be prompt in supporting the meas 
sure. 

[regret that I cannot give you an 
recount of the last annua! exuibiuion 
ihe African Acadensy in this city, 
a5 a parucular enssgement prevent- 
ed both my father and myscif from 
attending 3 butit is with much satis- 
fection that I can state, that there is 
on evident Increase of attention tothe 
jitcrary education of the Black and 
Coloured children. 

[ wish the people of Eneland 
could take a view of our Penttentine 

' 


. * "res wy orrea ’ - " 
and see how we manage tue éan- 


ce? 


e. 


ditti which are poured upsn our 
shores from all parts of the worid, as 
well as our own. It would be a 
spectacle not easily effaced from 
their recollection. Instead of foul 
and gloomy apartments, and clank- 
ing chains, they would see open and 
airy rooms, tree from close offensive 
smelis, walls as white as snow, and 
floors as clean as they can be scrub- 
bed. On all sides, the busy artizans 
ply sedulously and silently at their 
several OCcupations—=smiths, nai! 
mukers, spinners, weavers, shoe- 
makers, tailors, and a long train of 
manufaciurers, in their proper apart- 
ments, present to the eye of the 
spectator such a scene of active in- 
dustry, order, and comfort, as to 
Cause him to lose sight of funish- 
ment, aud to consider himself in the 
midst (as it really is) of a very thriv- 
ing manufactory. They would also 
sce that, notwithstanding there is a 
regular and ample supply of excel- 
lent provisions, such as beef, &c. 
furnished to the criminals, their la- 
Sour is found to be quite adequate to 
their maintenancemma fact of the ut- 
most importance, as it is conclusive 
Cvidence of the expediency of these 
stitutions, Tam aware that it may 
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be said, that the price of labour wil] 
not justify such a conclusion in Ev 
land; yet I am inclined to the belief, 
that an insutution there, conducted 
with judicious economy, particularly 
in provisions, might be brougiit co 
detray its own expenses; us it isa 
fact, that although our criminals are 
only employed about three fourths 
of the day, and ret an ample supply 

d, yet their labour ts 
quite suhicieni to defray the expenses 


of animal fax 


of the establishment; so that the 
slute is not only at no expense for 
their muintenance, but is actuaily 
benei.ted by their labours. 


tea VOCS. ee 


We have just received the foilowe 
ing communication from America, 
and we think it but justice 1% 
respectable author of it to pe 
him to tell his own tale. it 
should have been led by misint. 
mation unwittingiy to do him 
Injury, we shal! very much regret 
the circumstunce. Wholly igne- 
rant as we were that our work bad 
excited any rivalry among the 
booksellers of America, we were 
not prepared to suspect that the 
statement formerly conveyed to 
us might possibly prove incorrect. 

To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

In the Number for December 1815, 

you announced the republication of 

your work in New York. The ac- 
companying Gocuments will, how- 
ever, prove, that Boston, and not 

New York, is the place, where the 

republication was commenced, and 

was at that tinne alone carried on. 

To you this fact may perhaps, at 

first view, appear as of little impor- 

tance. But when you shall learn, as 
you will from the perusal of the 
documents, that an edition is now 
commenced in New York, by Messrs. 

Whiting and Watson, under circum- 

stances the most disingenuous, you 

will, I think, judge differently. You 
will perceive that the tendency of 
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your annunciation, if uncontradicted, 
will be to give countenance to my 
opposers. Under the authority of 
your remarks, and having their own 
imprint prefixed to the Numbers and 
volumes which they have hereto- 
fore circulated, they will be likely to 
persuide many readers of the Chris- 
tian Observer in this country, that 
they were really the orzgtnal re-pub- 
lishers of the work. ‘“Shis would 
tend to prevent my obtaining the 
furtber patronage, especially in the 
Middle and Southera States, which 
is indispensable for the successful 
prosecution of the republication ; 
Inasmuch as many gentlemen, who 
have been accustomed to receive the 
work through the agency of Messrs. 
Wiiting and Watson, should they 
be led to believe, bowever errone- 
ously, that these men were the first 
to originate the republication, would 
withdraw their patronage, whenever 
the New York edition shall be dis- 
continued. And it is generally be- 
lieved it will, and ought to be, soon. 
There is danger, therefore, that, un- 
less every encouragement is given 
to the Boston edition, the republica- 
tion will be eventually discontinued 
altogether. For these reasons, as 
well as that truth, in a publication 
like the Christian Observer, ought 
assuredly to prevail, I have to re- 
quest, that, in a future Number, you 
would correct what has been errone- 
ously stated in the Number for De- 
cember last. 

One of the documents referred to 
above is the original recommendatory 
letter of the Rev. President Dwight,* 
together with the concurring sen- 
timents of the Rev. Drs. Mason, 
Romeyn, and Clark. This is given 
with a view to shew that these testi- 
monials were procured by the instru- 
mentality of my predecessors, T. B. 
Wait and Co.; for Mr. Lilly, who is 

* This letter is verbatim the same, ex- 
¢epting only the omission of Mr. Lilly’s 
name, with that inserted in our Vol for 
1815, p. 838; and seems, without any 
question, to be the original document, 
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named therein as one of the publish. 
ers, was at that Ume a pariner jp 
theirhouse. The recommendations 
of the other very respectable yep. 
tlemen, whose naines you have quot. 
ed, and of many others also, were 
mostly, if not all of them, procured 
in hke manner by my predecessors. 
And I have now their original te | 
ters In my possession. 

1 send you a copy of Nos. 1 to 4, 
of Vol. XV. which I beg you to ac. 
cepl, asa specimen of the style of 
my edition. 

With seniiments of high conside. 
ration. 

Iam, &c. 
DAVID HALE, 
Publisher of the Christian 
Observer in Boston, 

Boston ( United States, ) 

5th Ausust, 18106. 


The documents which accompa. 
nied this letter are as follows :— 

1. Printed Proposals for re-pub. 
lishing the Christian Observer ip 
America, dated Boston, November, 
1810, and signed by Wiiliam Wells, 
jun., and T. B. Wait and Co. 

2. Printed cover of the Firs 
Number re-published in America 
Boston, published by W. Wells and 
T. B. Wait and Co. 

3. The original recommendation 
of the Rev. Dr. Dwight, and others, 
already referred to. 

4, Anewspaper, dated 16th Feb 
ruary, 1816, containing the annun- 
ciation of Whiting and Watson. in 
future, to re-publish the Christian 
Observer in New York; and some 
other papers, which give the details 
of the controversy between them and 
our correspondent, at considerable 
length. 

Our readers will probably be amus 
ed by the extravayance of the fol 
lowing commendation of our work 
which we extract from the pages of 
one of these newspapers. 

“ We have inserted.” says the 
Editor, “in the first page of out 
paper, an advertisement of Davit 
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Es Hale, Lisq. soliciting 
% the Christian Obser webs and eXpos- 
ing the attempt of Messrs. Whiung 


Clty 


¢ patronage for 


and Watson, of New York, to in- 


jure him in the publication of that 


work. Wewish Mr. Hale all the 
encouragement and success he Ge- 
sires; for with him, In connection 
wita William Wells and T. 6. Wat 
re-printing © 


» 


~ 
; 


“nd C0. beran the 
e Chrisuan Observer in this coun- 
try, His edit ion is cheap, and ex- 
ecuted with neatness and accuracy 
and he has struggled, through “ane 
cificulties, to continue its publica- 
tioh. 

«But we would recommend the 
Christian Observer to the public on 
account of its own intrinsic exccl- 
lence. itis not a new work, that 
has to make an experiment of pub- 
lic opinion, but has been published 
for fourteen years, and is acknow- 
ledged to be one of the best produc- 
tions of the Enelish press. Its pro- 
fessed object is the dissemination 
of religious and moral instruction ; 
and never was an object more hap- 
pily obtained. ‘The religious senu- 
ments it avows are decidedly of, 
whatis termed, the orthodox cha. 
racter; but they are expressed with 
so much modesty, mildness, and 
Christian charity, as not to give the 
slirhtest offence to the most intem- 
perate sectarian.— The Christian 
Observer is the production of some 
of the most upright Christians and 
accomplished scholars of Engtand. 
This fact must be evident to every 
one who peruses the work. Upon 
ey page of it breathes the most 
ardent piety, free from fanatical cant 
Orsuperstitious rigour. [Every sen- 
tence is rich with instruction, and 
iis periods are embellished by hite- 
ature and taste.—Vhe work is not 


J 
For the neatness and accuracy of the 
execution, the copies transmitted by Mr. 
Hale enabie us to vouch. 


If thie re present correctly the state of 


thug in America respecting our work, 


‘Sa proof that there is mucth less of re- 
US Panconr in that countev than int 
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confined to religionand morals. It 
occasionally enters the fleid of criti- 
cism, und has produced some ol the 
wbiest and most beautilul reviews we 
have ever read. [Indeed itis almost 
Impossible to read the Christian 
Gbserver without Improving our 
literary taste and religious «ffec- 
lions. Itisa work that we would 
recommend to be taken by every 
fuimily. fi will afford an appropri 
ate and rich repast for a Sunday 
evening, and must do good where 
ever it Is taken. No work within 
our knowledge comprehends at the 
same ume so much religioi and 
literature, Instruction and entertain 
ment, orthodoxy and catholicism, 
rational piety and correct taste. It 
invests Christianity with new 
Charms, and ‘truths divine comwe 
mended’ from its pages. We re- 
eret that this excellent work is so 
lithe known among us, and hope 
soon to see it a familiar friend in 
every house. We hope it, not only 
on account of Mir. Elale, who de- 
serves our patronage for having 
commenced the printing of so good 
a book, but on account of the pub- 
lic, who are to reap great benefit 
from its circulation ; and we wish 
that the efforts, now making to in- 
crease the subscription for this work, 
may be successful in this town, and 
throughout the country.” 

Boston Recorder of May 22, 1816. 

— 

To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
ABSENCE from home, and various 
pressing engagements since my re- 
turn home, have prevented my re- 
pee to your respectable corre- 

spondent G. C. G. till now, when I 


beg leave to say, that the name of 
the author of the Hihcale Duty of 


Man is not so well known to me, 
as | suspect his own name is; but 
that facts or circumstances which I 
have met with in the course of my 


reading incline me to give little 


credit, ciiher to the statement that 
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or to the report of Dame Ayre of 
Rampton, as produced by G. C. G., 
and published in your Number for 
Juiy. I am rather inclined to be- 
lieve that the author of the work in 
guestion was Mr. Fulman, who, ac- 
cording to Mr. Oldfield in his Divine 
Discourses, p. 74, wes an amanuensis 
of Dr. Himmond. In support of 
this opinion, I shall here only ob- 
serve at present, that a letter of Dr. 
Hi mmond to the bookselier, recom- 
mending the work, is prefixed to the 
12mo. editton of 1677, now before 
me. Whether this was the first 
edition of the work, 1 um not able to 
say. No preceding one is specified 
or aljuded io 3 yet Dr. Hemmiond’s 
etter is dated in March, 1657. 

R. W. D. 


Vo the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

I was surprised to find Mr. Heber, 
in his ‘earned and ingenious Bamp- 
ton Lectures (p. 40,) asserting, that 
we, of the Church of England, “are 
not altogether guiltless of falsely im- 
puting, to the public formularies of 
the Romanists, the systematic omis- 
sion of that Commandment which we 
make the Second in the Decalogue.” 
And, in the note to this passage, he 
adds, ** However the Romanists may 
trangress the Commandment in 
question, they certainly have not ex- 
punved it from the table.” 

Now, in passing through France 
in the year 1778, straying into the 
church at Moret, about 35 miles S. 
E. of Paris, I found the Ten Com- 
mandments inscribed on the walls of 
the chancel, in old French. The 
Second was entirely omitted: the 
Ninth was, ** Give not up yourself to 
the flesh, and marry but once ;” the 
Tenth, ‘“ Desire not the goods of 
others, and lie not at all.” 

But perhaps Mr. Heber may ob- 
ject, that this is not a public formu- 
lary. I believe the Romish formu- 


laries do not contain a regular De- 
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calogue, but only the substance j; 
verse. It is so in the only one whic, 
1 have— thus : 
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Les Commandemens de Dieu, 


1, Un seul Dieu tu adoreras, 
Et aimeras parfaitement. 
2. Dieu en vain tu ne jureras, 
Ni autre chose pareiilement, 
S. Les Dimanches tu garderas, 
En servant Dieu dévotement. ‘ 
ee e-e@ees¢# #£ © # @ = 
9. L’oevre de chair ne desireras, 
Qu’en mariage seulement. 
10. Bens d’autrui ne convoiteras, 
Pour les avoir injustement. 


oo 


T. M, 
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To the Editor of the Christian Observer, 


Wit you allow me to call the a. 
tention of the readers of your perio} 
dical work to the affecting case of 
the German Lutheran Coiugregation 
at Copenhagen, which lost its large 
and commodious church, together 
with the adjoining parsonage, schoo 
and other valuable premises, by the 
bombardment of that city in 1807? 

Long deprived of their own place 
of worship, they have at last begun 
to rebuild it, the expense of which 
is found to be so heavy that, not. 
withstanding the generous assistance 
of thelr Danish brethren, they are 
utterly unable to complete this un 
dertaking. In this state, they now 
venture to direct their eyes to the 
well-known benevolence of the Bri 
tish public ; and itis confidently hop- 
ed, that they will not plead in vain. 

Mr. Wilberforce was kind enough 
to preside at a meeting convened 
for the purpose of taking this dis- 
tressing Case into consideration, and 
a subscription was opened, which in 
a short time amounted to about 200/. 
But as the sum required is severel 
thousands, the benevolent readers o! 
your publication are respectfully s0- 
licited to gladden the hearts of their 
fellow-Protestants with their genc- 
rous contributions, thus enabling 
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them again to re-assemble in their 
own place of worslilp, free trom 
anxious care und with hearts over- 


ing with gratitude. 


low) 
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Donations to the smallest amount 
wili be most gratefully received. 
Iam, very respectfully, &c, 
CH. FR. A. STEINKOPFPF. 


Ss 


REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Sancho, or the Proverbialist. Lon- 
don: Cadell and Davies, 1816. 
12mo, pp. 181. 


«“ You should not heap together in 
your conversation the multitude of 
proverbs you are wont to do,”? said 
‘the illustrious hero of La Manchato 
his aspiring squire ; “ since, though 
they be all sentences good and true, 
-you often bring them forward in so 
forced a way, that they have more 
‘the appearance of nonsense than 
sense. I do not say to you, Sancho, 
‘that to cite a proverb a-propos ap- 
pears ill; but to load and to string 
them togetherat random, takes away 
from conversation all its force, and 
from irony all its point.”” To a don 
of later date, full as sensible, but not 
half as virtuous as the above in his 
design of reforming his species, we 
are indebted for another admonition 
of the same nature. “ A man of 
fashion avoids nothing with more 
care than proverbial expressions and 
trite sayings: they are the flowers 
of the rhetoric of a vulgar man.” 
-And again: “ A man of fashion 
never has recourse to proverbs and 
vulgar aphorisms, &c.” (Lord Ches- 
terfield’s Letters.) What is here 


_ interdicted, with some modifications, 


to the squire of high degree and the 
man of fashion, the author of the 
_ little volume at the head of our arti- 
ucle has now still more perempto- 
Tily forbidden to the Christian mora- 
list. He has discovered an elderly 
lady, in one of the remotest counties 
Wwe presume, who had never attend- 
ed to these dicta of Quixote and 
Chesterfield; and who had, in con- 


sequence, daily incurred the enor- 
mous load of guilt charged to the 
account ot the vast/y vulgar people 
(sccerding to our two dons) who 
have frroverds continually at their 
tongue’send. The evil 1s discover- 
ed to extend even greatly beyond 
the calculation of those shallow mo- 
ralists. And this lady, the aunt 
Winifred, by her mode of using the 
contraband commodity, is represent- 
ed, by our author, »s proving that 
good morals are to the full as much 
committed by the practice as good 
manners. In fact, by weaving to- 
gether a few proverbs, with as much 
dexterity as she doubtless inlaid the 
velvet of the family chairs, she had 
nearly effected the ruin of a hopeful 
youth, the nephew Sancho. But the 
good and kindly interposed offices of 
another aunt, who had learnt, In a 
better school than even Chesterfield 
himself, to appreciate these worldly- 
wise instruments of instruction, 
served at length to undo the mis- 
chief of her sister’s plan. To aunt 
Rachel are we indebted for such a 
donouement as at least renders the 
threatened tragedy a pleasant story ; 
and were we not interdicted by the 
author from the practice here con- 
demned, we should scarcely bave 
refrained from perversely inscribing, 
in the last page of our Proverbialist, 
“ All’s well that ends well.” For 
we must acknowledge that the un. 
promising nature of the first mate- 
rials; the antiquated vulgarity of 
aunt Winifred ; the suckling stupidity 
of her nephew Sancho, equally pre- 
pared to swallow her sweetmeats and 
her proverbs; and the homely piety 
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Review of “ Sancho, 


of aunt Rachel, occasioned many 
fears, which the progress and con- 
Ciusion of this little piece bad the 
effect of dissipating. 

The evil which, tn plain language, 
this little volume is intended to point 
oul, aud to remedy, is the muschie- 
vous tendency of certain wordly 
Maxims in current use; and the 
indiscriminate application of bad, 
and misapplication of good, senten- 
tious sayinys, blindly handed down 
from the fathers to the children of a 
thousand generations, in guiding the 
conduct and heart, to the exclusion 
of sounder principles of thought and 
action. Tor this purpose our author 
conceives the alorcsaid maiden chie 
racter of Winifred. She mixht have 
been, ior her other qualities, a pries- 
tess In a pagoda erected to the god- 
dess of Neatness; but she was an 
tdolatress of Proverbs ; and * as ido- 
laters love their idols the better the 
more deiormed they arc,’ so our 
good lady bestowed her supreme 
veneration on those proverbs which 
were the most fallacious and most 
foolish. As, moreover, this fond 
enthusiast—ifond indeed, but prin- 
cipally to her pug and her cats, 
whose breakfast cvery morning at 
nine o’clock served instead of family 
prayer—had more confidence in her 
faith than too many Christians have 
in theirs, she is made religiously to 
educate her ota nephew in the 
observation of the s aphoristic code. 
Accordingly, Sancho, whose namie- 
sake howicd in many an adjacent 
kennel, thouch associated In her 


own mind only with the greatest of 


men, the Governor of the island of 
Barataria, is ushered into the little 
world of school under the patronage 
of one of her choicest maxims. As 
he was intended for her own imme- 
diate heir, the fate of her name and 
family estate a little biassed perhaps 
her choice for. bim on this occasion ; 
though ali just estimators of this 
world’s good, on the supposition of 
nothing bevend it, will allow that no 
great mist: tke had been made when 














or the Proverbialist.” (Oh @s 
he found in his trunk, in a threefyyh pve 
wrapper, and enriched by a py fp gr 
den guinea, the portentons Maxi, e J 
“Take care of Number One.” Fol 
tunately, however, for the cause g 
sound religion, the lofty fabric gf @, 
Sancho’s hopes, sta nding on this jp, i 
dividual point, Is not heomed long ty : 
balance itself; for within the sein, : 
secret folds was soon discovered ts ‘. 
knife of another boy, purloined ay) 7 A 
hidden by our young Proverblalie % 
And on the detection ef the thet a 
with some other school incidents not 
needing repetition, Sancho, with tl) J i. 
introverted, and ears Cemiss, retury 7 
to his aunt, having the following test sf 
timonial round bis neck nee . 
to herself from the master: 4 “ 

Ty 
“ Madam, ; r 

© You have sent your hoy to school wilh | 
aprinciple which bas made him greedi,f a 
















crue}, and dishonest. Itis but just the 


you, who have given the disease, shouii 


endeavour to cure it; and, therefore, | 
have sent him back to you. 
** Yours, &c. &c.” p. 36 
We have already mentioned aut 
Rachel. This worthy person, who, 
for her size, woich was diminutive 
vas indeed one of the best creatures 
in the kingdom; and who, opposite 
to her sister in most things but ber 
neatness, was known in the family by 
the name of * Harmony,” does moret 
allay the storm raised by the return di 
Sancho than even the huge pinch 
snuff with which Winifred in herire 
visited beth nostrils. Like a wey 
commentator, first explaining away 
the obnoxious proverb to sausly het 
raving sister, and assuring her ne 
phew that “the best way to take 
cure of yourself is to please God 
end be just and kind to others,” 
Rachel finally does it away for the 
plenary instruction of the youth, in 
the following rationale of true Clitis 
tian benevolence t— 


“¢ My dear Sancho, no man ever became 
good or great who was very fond of him: 
self: gond and great men live for others: 
Kook there, my boy!’ and I turned my 
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byes to a fine copy of Ruben’s Descent 
“om the Cross, to which she pointed. 
The Son of God, said she, ‘came down 
B. iive and to dhe for others,” p. 41, 


@ Uaving discovered, then, that di- 
q ert selfisiuness was not the most 

siizibie basis to be exciusively cho- 
4.4 for the education of her nephew, 
Runt Waiifred tries the success of 
Bother popular maxim. Afler vae 
Bious circumlocutions, and to the 
Hy) os MUCH Mystery, lO say nothing 
Bj comortions, as the sibyl herself, 
Bove uiers Lhe oracuiar dictum to her 
Mrenbing vorary; * Do at Rome as 
hier do at Rome.” This ieads, in 
Sanoiher chapter, to “the History of 
S Conformist’? Our readers will 
Panicipate the sucecss of a rule, 
PF wisich at onee converts the selfish 
Ppuure into the slavish ; which makes 
Bour once Sharp-se Sancho no better 
Pthana lawhidy spaniel; gains him the 


Phunourable appeilation of ** Sneak” 
Hrom bis tndivnant fellows ; and 
m kes bim the imitator of the worst, 
Pand the servant of all. 

Ina subsequent chapter, we find 
four rising hero striking his staff in 
Ptriumpo, as he steps on the first 
‘stone of the university pavement: 
Sand since he is now advanced in Ca- 
' parity, and qualified for a sort of 
legisiator in the art which is by and 
yby to make him “a shaker of the 
_ earth,” we find in his pocket a code 


me 


+ —a sort of constiiuuon, fully equal 


; at least to any one of those which, in 
the late era of revolutions, m ght 
have been scen to project from the 
skirts of some sage reformer, as he 
entered the scene of his anticipated 
Mischief—and denominated, ** A mo- 
ral Code for my Nephew Sancho, at 
College, collected from the Stores 
of ancient and modern Wisdom, By 
Winifred .’? The code is as 
jollows : 


ae 


ben T aap ages 





© On Religion. 
“ 1. ‘Many men many minds.’ 
< 4 . . . 4 
- 2. ‘ Seeing is believing.’ 
» © Neyer too late to repent,’ 
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“4, ¢ The nearer the church the farther 
from God.’ 


‘6 On Character. 


“ J.‘ Nullum numen abest si sit pru- 
dentia;’?”? or, as my aunt transluted it, 
‘ Where prudence is, no divinity 1s absent.’ 

* 2. © An honest man’s the noblest work 
of God’ 


** On the Choice of Friends. 


“1. A warm enemy makes a warm 
friend. 

“2, §He is no body’s enemy but his 
own.’” pp. 75, 76. 


We might select many little inci- 
dents and interesting observations, 
trom the work, in illustration of the 
eifects of this exquisite code. But 
we shall content ourselves with the 
foliowing aliezory as weil exempli- 
fying the effect of the prudenual 
proverb, The reader will readily 
see its application to the question of 
extending the knowledge of Chris. 
tiunity in heathen lands. 


‘Suppose a thousand Peruvians con- 
vened on the banks of the Amazon, to con- 
sider a supplication from the nations of 
Europe, to supply them with the bark of 
Peru.” “ At once, 1 am persuaded, the 
cry of that multitude would interrupt the 
pleadings of the orator sent for this pur- 
pose, and one,and all, would exclaim, ‘ Give 
them bark ! give them bark ! and let not an 
Europzan perish, whom it is possible for a 
Peruvian to save.” Thus far all would be 
well. But conceive, instead of the assem- 
bly being permitted to act upon this bene- 
volent decision, some Peruvian, of an age 
in which the prevalence of policy or mere 
prudence over justice and benevolence ts 
more intelligible and pardonable, to arise, 
and thus to address his countrymen : 

“<¢ Peruvians, you are far too precipi- 
tate. Consider, I beseech you, the cha- 
racter and circumstances of the persons 
for whom this privilege is demanded. 

*¢ «In the first place, They are civilized 
nations—they read and write; they sleep 
in beds, and ride in coaches; they wear 
coats and trowsers—who, then, will say 
that bark is meant for such persons as 
these? 

““¢In the second place, Their fevers 
and agues may have many exce!lencies 
with which we are unacquainted—why, 
then, attempt to cure them 
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*¢ ¢In the third place, These fevers and 
agues assist exceedingly to thin their ar- 
inies—why, then, sirengthen them, merely 
to destroy ourselves ? 

«© Fourthly, These fevers and agues are 
so deep seated and violent, that it 1s im- 
possible to cure them—why, then, attempt 
it? 

‘6 ¢%n the fifth place, Who would think 
of curing foreign nations, till we have 
cured ail the sick in Peru? 

«“ ¢Sixthly, When the time comes for 
the general cure of fevers and agues, I 
have no doubt that the Great Spirit will 
give us some sign from the mountains. 

«“¢Such Peruvians, are my reasons for 
opposing the wish of the speaker; and 
whoever promotes it, or opposes me, is 2 
madman, and an enemy both to the Incas 
and the Great Spirit” ” pp, 106—108. 


We have now dwelt so long on 
that which we hesitate not to cail 
the least interesting part of this lit- 
tle performunce, that we have scarce 
ly time left distinctly to notice what 
is decidedly the best. Perhaps, it 
may be, we have so acted with this 
view, that those who take up this 
duocdecimo on our recommendation 
may be induced, except they are 
school-boys, lightly to skim what we 
have, though imperfectly, extract- 
ed; and retaining the thread which 
we have endeavoured to keep, may 
at once open on the last quotation 
we have given, or on the following 
chapter, on “the Way to be no 
Christian.’ From thence to the end, 
our auihor assumes a higher tone, 
The false maxims in religion seize 
on his mind with the force of con- 
irast, and all his feelings are in arms 
at their approach. He exchanges 
his feather of wit for the sword oi 
the Spirit. From the satyrist he 
becomes the champion and the com- 
batant, As he advances, the death 
of Winifred, with divers other im- 
portant incidents acting on the now 
matured mind and critical circum- 
stances of the adult Sancho, give 
our author frequent opportunities 
of rising to a much higher level: 
and on this he treads, in a series of 
passages exhibiting much yaried 
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richness ; and, though thrown 4g, 
gether with some confusion, yet pro, 


ducing on the whole an effect alte, 


nately touching, elevating, and jp, 
structive. 


wicked pleasure in just Informip 
our readers that the best lesso, 


Sancho ever received from the aun} _ 


Winiired was in ber will; where 


in the truce spirit of a well-known} 


proverb, that consigns * the hing. 
most” to no enviable lot, she repays 
the expectant servility of her selfish 


nephew by only a smull legacy ; leav.§ 


ing the bulk of her fortune to one 
who neither expected, desired, no 
uscd jt-—the disinterested Rachel. 


If we have time for any further} 


notice or quotation from this part of 
the work, we shall gladiy avail our. 
selves of it. But even at the risk of 
leaving our readers to satisfy them. 
selves as to the final character an 
destination of our Proverbialist him. 
self, we feel oursclves strongly in 
clined to say a few words of our own 
on this alleged vice of his, or rather 
of his preceptress ; and on the de. 
gree of effect, in point of real truth, 
with which our author has attacked 
and exposed it. 

Proverbs then, to apply a vety 
homely one of their own fraternity 
to themselves, like most other things, 
‘are as they are used.” They are 
truly, as our author observes, ‘the 
treasured wisdom of ages,’ the 
6 physic” of the soul, and are asso 
ciated with “ the reputation”’ of many 
of the wisest of men. They may be 
graced from Bacon, with the more he- 
raldic appellation of ** mucrones ver 
borum,” pointed speeches ; or from 
Cicero, of “ salinae,”’ salt-pits. It 
may be allowed, that very wise men 
not only invented but edited them, 
and condescended to become thei! 
pages to usher them into good 50° 
ciety. Warriors, as Cesar, have 
fought for them; statesmen, as Bi 


Though our limits wif > 
not permit us to give in detail eithe | 
the history or the theology of ip 
latter part, yet we have a sort gf 
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con himself, to use his own expres- 


Vsion, have “ fanned” them. 
yo detriment to their imperishable 








With 
ubstance,y commentators have dis- 
And it remained only 


‘ga, godlather to the hero of our pre- 
‘sent piece, by “ cracking them off 
‘too thick to make them foppish, 
gidiculous, and nauseous.” 

- Jn amore serious mood we might 
i juve claimed for them a sull more di- 
e origin and more sacred use. We 
‘should by no meansat first sightthink 
Xecorn of a method of teaching which 
Gwas adopted by the inspired wisdom 
‘of Solomon. And as a certain mo- 
“era endeavoured to trace up the 
‘origin of the drama to the Psalms of 







David; so perhaps, with a greater 


‘shew of reason, we might trace up 
‘the origin of “the Proverb” to one 
greater even than David’s son. All 
the distinctive characteristics of that 


figure of speech are to be found in 


the first sentiment ever uttered by 
the Divine Being himself respecting 
the naturc of man: “It is not good 
ior man to be alone.” 

What then, lo come to our excep- 
tions, have we to object to the use 
‘of a form of speech so notably ori- 
ginated, sanctioned, and adopied ? 
Ne have, in the first’ place, to say, 
‘that like all other forms of speech as 
modes of instruction, it has a speci- 
fic evil as well as a specific guod 
When acting upon the corrupt na- 
ature of man: “ physic,” injudi- 
‘Ciously used, is often poison. So 
in the soul, the mischief of a re- 
medy frequently borders on its salu- 
tary effects. Awaken the imagina- 
‘tion by poetical description, you run 
the risk of substituting feeling for 
Principle. Brace the reasoning fa- 
cully with logical discussion, you 
stand a chance of drying up the 
Sources of the devout affections. 
And just so in the use of proverbs. 
Put your lesson into a concentrated 
‘orm at once, to help the memory 
and amuse the imagination, the pre- 
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bability is against you, but it will be 
taken as a substitute for thought and 
reficction. A man would sooner 
learn a single line than the Lliad. 
And as many a person would as soon 
aud as easily have conducted a ten- 
years’ siege of Troy, as they would 
pursue one rational and continuous 
train of thought to its ultimate issue, 
they therefore too willingly take up 
in its room with what you may per- 
suade them concentrates all the beau- 
ty and excellence of a volume, in a 
sentence. Hence proverbs, which 
in their legitimate use were intend- 
ed for something far different, come 
to be a refuge to the indolent and 
unthinking, Saving a little trouble, 
they are made to save all trouble. 
Serving to recal lessons of instruc. 
tion, they are used by those who 
have learnt none which they can re. 
cal. They make a man wise itn his 
own eyes at a cheap rate: and put- 
ting into his hand a bow of exqui- 
site worktnanship, and a polished 
shaft, tempt him to forget that he has 
neither strength to bend the bow, vor 
skill to direct the weapon to its mark. 

This evil, be it observed, in the 
next place, extends as much to the 
best proverbs as to the worst. For 
though we have every right to assist 
the thinking, and this brief and com- 
pendious learning has been properly 
invented for that purpose; yet it is 
as impossible to find out a sufficient 
or safe substitute for thinking, as to 
discover a royal road to geometry. 
The inconsiderate person must ever 
go wrong, even under the best gui- 
dance, except by chance. He will 
take his lantern along with him into 
bogs and quagmires; and no fault 
of the lantern either. If the sun had 


shone in broad day, he would still 


wander into the bog. Fuller tells 
us, that Aristotle has somewhere ob- 
served, “ Moral sayings and prover- 
bial speeches are to be understood 
ix: wodv, to be usually and for the 
most part true, and that there may 
be several exrcefitions made and in- 
stances given to the contrary: yet 
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nay, it may be, like the monkeys we such, however, as there are be cathe. 
read of, whose missile weapons fully brought forward, and, in pro a 
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of the two, and for our stones they culate’ to produce, be pilloried oF ~ : 
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instance, some of the infallible max- These little itinerant preachers i P 
ims of Scripture itself:—* Charity false doctrine we should deem pricy, 
shall cover the multitude of sins.” per signee srage to all laws of toietre 
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“Yor instance, that “ areformedrake’s 


Ahe best husband,’’? we know no pu- 


Mull view of the 


nose to pare the ears of those who lis- 
entothem. When we are to be told, 


picpment adequate to the propaga. 
tion of such a hbel on virtuous prin- 
ciple, except that endured by the 
yifortunate Woman who ventures 
her character and hap piness on its 
credit. When we bear that “ every 
youn has his price,” we can readily 
ipicase ourselves at the indignant 
pei ns which the bold adventurer, 
whe bad presumed upon it, would 
i ve recersed from a Henry Thorn- 
ton , a Granville Sharpe, a Kenyon, 
a Sir Matthew Hale. When within 
athe range of a certain allcy, of great 
ycsortin the metropohs, we see in- 
‘scribed on some wrinkled surface, 
Ayiich was once the human face di- 
Wine, “ Money makes the man j;” 
we readily beiieve money did make 
that man what we see bim, and wish 
him no greater punishment than to 
siand with his motto on his forehead 
4n the middle of his favourite aliey 
where the greatest number of his 
eliow-worshippers might have a 
creative powers of 
Mheir golden idol —A proverb which 
Mh have often thought much to mi- 
Hitate against the divine virtue of 
‘con tentment, is one drawn from the 
swell known fable of the Fox and the 
Grapes ; and it has been not with- 
‘outa keen sense of the mischief 
‘likely to be done to young minds 
‘that we have heard the sentiment, 


“The grapes are sour,” applied to 


‘those arguments with which wise 
‘men are wont to fortify themselves 
against the loss or the want of this 
World’s good ; and to persuade them- 
selves that they might be less hap- 


apy if they should become more 


prosperous, 

In short, to give our opinion in 
one word, upon summing up the 
Whole matter, it is this—That pro- 
verbs of easy abuse, cr of a strong 
\ iene tendency, are, consi'ering 

ce mixed character of human na- 


Chyler, Ohsery aT on 1"7"Q 


au! Fe ‘ ‘ ‘ s 
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ture, those which are most likely to 
be generally in vogue, and which it 
is the business of the Christian mo 
= mos: carefully to guard. Per- 
haps there are none more liable al- 
together to this objection than many 
to be found in the popular sheets of 
the keen but worldly, and we fear un- 
believing, Frankiin. On the other 
hand, we are far from any serious 
wish to decry, generally speaking, 
“the treasured) wisdom of ages,” 
“the physic of the soul,” * the salt- 
pits of wit,’ or by whatever other 
term these venerable producuons 
have been in different ages of the 
world rewarded for their merit. And 
to return to our Proverbialist and 
his spirited biographer—il we have 
any fault to find with the original 
conception of the work before us, 
it is this, that a sufficiently distine- 
tive line has not been taken between 
the use of proverbs and their abuse. 
We think alarm has been conceived 
at the want of what they were not 
intended to cffect, as well as at what 
beside their original purpose they 
do effect. They were never intend. 
ed as perfect guides of faith and 
practice ; bui, as subsidiary co the 
weightier injunctions of the law, 
their use hus never been and never 
can be disputed. An over-fondness 
for them betrays a vulyarity of mind, 
and an unwillingness to think and 
speak for ourselves. Fools, saccord- 
ing to their usual practice on all oc- 
casions, wil} ape the use which wise 
men make of them; viz. aS a sort 
of court of appeal, as a recorded 
verdict of the common sense ol 
mankind. But the most dangerous 
abuse of them is that which makes 
over their just authority to some 
traitorous upstart, some piece of im- 
morality in disguise ; or when, like 
the sdueiiiam of conscience, pure 
in its first suggestions, they are 
made, by frequent perversion, to 
sanction practices or convey opl- 
nions which they were first framed 
to discountenance 
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Having given our opinion thus 
freely of the present performance, 
we think it ho more than fair to add, 
In respect to the first part, and that 
to which we have most largely re. 
ferred, that we conceive it may be 
uselul -n promoting the purposes of 
education. We consider it to be 
the great end and uim of ali well- 
conducted education to eradicate the 
detestable principle of sedfishucss 
from the youtniui breast. And it ts 
surprising what an affinity even the 
infant mind, that sheet of white pa- 
per as it has been called, will be 
found to have for that vice; and 
what early currency, selfish man- 
ners of ail kinds will obtain, if un- 
corrected, in juvenile socrcty. We 
venture to say, thar this, with not a 
few of the other modifications of na- 
ture’s venom, both at school! and col- 
lege, may find a salutary antidote in 
the pages of the Proverbialist—and 
not the less salutary, perhaps, for 
the sparkling manner In which it is 
served. How far those of riper 
years may finda wholesome meal at 
the same table, may be gathered 
from the two following remarks; 
the first introduced on occasion of 
citing the old proverb, * The nearer 
the Church the farther from God.” 


«And here let me do the Church of my 
country the justice to say, that her piety 
and her services are grievously disparag- 
ed, and that by many excellent men, I 
Know of no body of Christians where, on 
the whole, more piety is to be found. I 
know of none where the piety is of a no- 
bler cast JI know of no services better 
calculated to chastise the excesses, with- 
out haining down the free spirit, of devo- 
tion One of the excellencies of the Church 
is, that the moderate generally love her. 
Another is this, that the immoderate usu- 
ally condemn her Anda third, that her 
formularies contain a body of truths nearer 
to the opinions of all contending parties 
than the opinions of those parties are to 
each other; and that. consequently, they 
ina measure present a common centre to 


the disputants of all ares and countries. 
And when, to cheer me aged eves, 1 con- 
_itre up those vistons of universal harmonv 


in the Church of Christ which many of m, 
ancestors delighted to contemplate, | Ph 
fancy no hands which are better Calculated 
to tie the hoiy bands of untversal union 
and love than those of our mothep the 
Church.” pp. 122, 123. = 


The other follows on the mz 
sceptical Sancno’s entrance  jnty 
“the same room with the breathiess 


body of his aunt.’ 


«Though my aunt neither siched from 
her cofiin, nor arose tn itto address me. 
yet Lsecmed to see on her pale forehead : 
frown of deep and unutterable despair, 
which spoke terrible things to my sou!, 
Whiat would I have given, at the moment, 
to discover any sigv of prace or joyaty 
hear a voice whicn said, * To me, to dieis 
geain !? 

‘1 know no circumstances in which it js 
so ddhcult to be a sceptic, and in which 
the wuths of rehgron take such easy and 
complete possession of the mind, as in the 
chamber of death. Who can believe the 
prostrate ruin before us, te be all that sur. 
vives of man? The plant and the animal 
reach them maturity before they perish; 
but the seul is plainly only in the infancy 
of its powers, when the body falls a victim 
to disease—the imagination has scartely 
tried its wings; the judgment is only be. 
ginning to exercise its powers ; the memory 
is continually adding to its stores ; every 
facnity, in short, is either developing new 
powers, or accumula'ing fresh possessions, 
And can God have made such a creature 
as manin vain? Can he have struck of 
from himselfso bright a ray of intelligence 
only to extinguish it in a moment? If not, 
thenhow monstrous ts scepticism, how rea- 
sovable is religion, and how essential 8 
Saviour to cancel the faults of a creature 
at once so highly endowed and so very 
deep in guilt !”” pp. 132, 133. 


A most interesting story of 3 
“dying cottager’ is put into the 
mouth of an old clergyman, at the 
end, which for its circumstances 
may be nearly allied to truth: we 
should have been glad to be assured 
that it isso. We must content our 
selves with referring to It, with 
strong approbation 3 and with e* 
pressing cur final hope that a pe 
which, in its lighter mood and mere 
occasional exercise, is capable ¢ 
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Jrawing so largely on the under- 


: stanaing and ths Cc fe clings of the r€ae 


der, may soon be wi elded more se- 
riously In some Cause wich shall be 
ng jess worthy of KS powers, than 
ofthat bolv faith which it is evidently 
well qualified to defend and enlorce. 


ne es 


4A Charge delt nips to the Clergy of 
j the fJtocese f Gloucester, at tke 
Primary Visttatiow of that Diocese, 
in the Year 1816. By Henry 
Ryper, D. D. Bishop of Giouces- 
ter. Gioucester: LTlough and 
Gon. London: Payne, and Latch- 
ard. 1816. 4to. pp. 35. price 2s. 
6d. 
Tue Prelate by whom this charge 
was delivered bas long been kuown 
gs an indefatigable and exemplary 
clergyman, and as a cordial friend 
io those zreat charitable institutions 
which reflect so much honour upon 
this age and country. He has dis- 
tinguished himscifon many occasions 
by the excellence of his principles, 
the energy of his character, and the 
independence of his mind; and we 
cannot but rejoice, for the sake of 
the Church of Christ in general, and 
of the Church of England tn parti- 
cular, when such men are placed in 
stations, where thelr talents have 
full scope, where thelr voices cannot 
fuilto be heard and their example 
io be seen. Tobe faithful minister 
of truth will, even in an inferior sta- 
tion, doubtless prove a blessing to his 


immediate vicinity; and he will 
have reason to thank God that his 
labour has not been in vain. He 


Shines brightly in his own little cir- 
cle, and the flock committed to his 
care look up to him with affectionate 
regard, and learn from him to glo- 
rily their Father in heaven: but he 
lives in compari ative obscurity : he 
is placed as in a humble valley ; and 
if we would discover his excellence 
We must visit his retreat. A good 
bishop isa light that shineth trom 
afar ;—a city set upon a hill which 
cannot be hid. 
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The charge delivered by a prelate 
at his primary visitation, may fairly 
be expected to afford us some in- 
sight into his general views, atid to 
state the leading principles by which 
he means to regulate his conduct. 
In this respect, the Bishop of Glou- 
cester has been sufficiently explicit: 
and, although we cannot entirely 
concur with him in every sentiment 
he has exp:essed, we mosi readily 
bear wilbess to that candour of 
poe lon, that simplicity of spirit, that 

kindness of heart, that suavity9 of 
manner, that unaffected piety, that 
scriptural and diguified zeal, which 
ure to be found in wnury part of his 
address, and which are so admirably 
sulted to the high station in the 
church to which Providence has 
raised him. 

After a short preface, in which he 
pays avery handsome tribute to the 
worth and learning of his respecied 
predecessor, and, wale great modes- 
ty and Christian feeling, entreats the 
prayers of the clergy for himself, 
and their hearty co-operation in the 
work of the ministry, he proceeds at 
once to the matter of his Charge. 
He commences with general exhor- 
tation, and proceeds to such instruc- 
tions and admonitions as the pecu- 
har exigencies of the times, and the 
present interests of the church, secm 
more particularly to require. 

Upon the subject of general ex- 
hortation, the Bishop professes to 
offer nothing zew, but is anxious sim- 
ply ‘to stir up the sincere minds of 
his clergy by way of remembrance.” 
With this view he refers them espe- 
cially to the Scriptures, and the or- 
dination service; and strongly re- 
commends to them, in the way of 
self-examination, several important 
questions, by which every individual 
may be enabled to form a correct 
judgment of his own character and 
conduct, as a steward of the grace 
of God. The questions are plain 
and simple; and it is possible that 
to some hesrers they might appear 


trite and unnecessary: but we per: 


dis- 





7 
a4 
< 

SS Sao 
S& 


=: 
a 


—_ 
= 


> 


= 


a 
= 
Se a ee 


ne & ras: 


ie 
Te 
=~ 2. 
ws . 
= r= 
> a 
enn Mae 


=" = 
—— 


a a i 


a 


FI ——s 
“= 


Se 


= 
~ 52a a 
as > . 


oe 


eat ye 


—— 


aS) lt 3 
>~- “ 
<1, 


2 
a me 
vw 


tee 
= 4383 : 


ot 
rie Be Ft 
= 


654 Review of the Bishoft of Gloucester’s Primary Charge. (Ger, 


fectly agree with the Bishop, “ that 
those to whom they are reaily most 
familiar will be still the best dispos. 
ed to welcome them with renewed 
interest, and to apply them with 
increasing profit.”’ 

We shall make no apology for 
presenting these questions to our 
readers i— 


‘Ami the very ‘messenger, watchman, 
and sieward of my Lord, which L was ex- 
horted, and which [ promised to be, in my 
ordination vows? As a messenger, ‘in- 
stuntin season and out of season,’ in sound. 
ing the message and call of my God in 
every ear that will hear: As a watchman 
on my post, on the alert, endesvouriny to 
ward off cvery danger, to seize every op- 
portunity of duty; Asa steward, wisely 
and fauhfally dispensing the blessed mvs. 
teries committed to me, so that *he that 
gathereth little shall have no lack ? 

‘Am I the good shepherd, guiding, feed- 
ing, guarding, rearing when young, di- 
recline when at riper years, supporting 
and cherishing when old, the flock over 
Which Lam appointed oversecer—regarding 
thew souls, not as worthless or insigni- 
ficant, bur as ‘a treasure’ of infinite and 
eternal value entrusted to my charge, 
even ‘the purchase ef Christ’s death, and 
the price of his blood, his spouse and his 
daly i 


Ts this my office the most valued, the 
chief object of my life? Am L applying 
myself, as appointed, ‘whoily to this very 
thing, drawing all my cares and studies 
this way; laying aside as much as possible 
the study of the world and the flesh,’ and 
never suffering any temporal avocations, 
however specious in their pretensions, habi- 
tually to usurp the time and thought which 
are mainly due to the immortal interests 
under my superintendence, and each mo- 
ment at stake? 


Has ‘that daily reading and weighing 
te Scriptures,’ so emphatically and re- 
peatedly inculcated, been my serious and 
unceasing practice? And have its effects 
been manifest inthe scriptural tenor of my 
doctrinal instructions, and the scriptural 
tone of my moral exhortations ? 


“Has the whole counsel of God been 
always fully declared by me, nothing added, 
nothing diminished ? 


“ Has the foundation been always deeply 


Jaid in faith in a crucified Redeemer and 4 
sanctifying Spirit, and the superstruciys, 
uniformly exhibited in my discourses, eq», 
ried on and built up in all the giaces ang 
duties of a sober, righteous, and Godly 
life ? 

_ Has the genuine, deep, and awful con, 
viction of my personal acd ministerial yy, 
worthiness iatd me low in penitence and 
desire of pardon at the foot of the Cragg? 
And has ‘the earnest prayer for the hea. 
venly assistance of the Hely Spirit? been 
‘continually’ springing up in my hear 
aud poured forth from my lips? 

** Have my private intercessions for my. 
self, and for my people, anticipated, and 
co-operated with, my public labours ? 


“And, lastly, has my life, and that of 
my family, been ‘the Wholesome and goilly 
example and pattern for my people to fal. 
low,’ so that they might not only do what 
Lsay, but what ldo? Have lL ever been 
able to speak of religion with that turh 
and warmth peculiar to one wiio Knows and 
loves ot from the bottom of his heart? 
And have my people learnt to Know and 
luve religion too, by its visible fruits in my 
conduct and conversation? Can I say, in 
any measure with St. Paul, * Follow me, as 
[ have followed Christ ?” pp. 8—10 

In reliance upon the favourable 
dispostien of his clergy, the Bishop 
next offers a tew rematks upon the 
public ministrations of the Church; 
and observes, with great jusiice, that 
ihe character and success of minis 
ters depend not oniy upon the pune 
tual peiformance of duty, but upon 
the nature and spirit of that perform: 
ance. We muy here be permitted to 
add, that the effects of pastoral 
charges depend very materially upon 
the personal characters of those thet 
deliver them. An exhortation to 
vigilance and faithfulness in the per 
formance of parochial duty, can never 
wholly fail of its object, when It 
comes recommended by such dignt 
turies as the Bishop of Gloucester ;— 
by those who prove themselves, if 
their proper stations, to be assiduous 
for the welfare of the people, and the 
glory of God; whose unremitted ex- 
ertions bear testimony that this 's 
not the official language of the hot! 
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put that it accords with all their feel- 
vs, and is exemplified in all their 
jactice. 
In this part of his address, the 
right reverend Prelate notices, as 
cluet among the distinguished pri- 
eS at our ministry, the form of 
scat and series of public SEPVICeS 5 
and mentions, with particular cim- 
phasis, the se scurity which we have 
fyp sound dcctrive in the Liturgy, 
from the circumstance that it ls in- 
cA pab ste of being changed by the in- 
rerference of private authority. We 
avrec With his lordship in consider- 
ine this as the crown of all its excel- 
jencies. Itis impossible to answer 
forthe purity ef the devotional ser- 
vice IN aby an arch or congregation, 
without the authority of forms of 
prayer . ist? uc, that sound doctrine 
may be retained for many successive 
generations 5 but he can pay little re- 
card to experience, who considers 
this us a frobadble event. The inte- 
rests of true reiigion have dativ to 
contend with the folly of the peuple ’ 
as weil #8 with the caprice of the 
minister ; and such is the corruption 
age human heart, that a few years 
ie often sufficient to — in 
conpeegations destitute ofa lturg BY 
the purest and brightest Iyhi: the 
prophets learn to prophes sy falsely, 
and the people love to have it so. 
The time soon arrives when they 
wili not endure sound doctrine : they 
turn away their ears from the truth, 
and are turned unto fables. 

The Liturgy of the Church of 
England is now clothed with the ve- 
neration of centuries: it has passed 
through dark periods of tumult, but 
has, by the mercy of God, travelled 
dow n tous uninjured and unchanged. 
Notwithstanding the errors and im- 
perfections of many, who have mi- 
nistered at the altar, it has retained its 
origiaal character of pure simplicity; 
id still remains a sefeguard against 
clusion and a sacred asylum of truth, 
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“ The censers of Dathan and Abiram,” 


according to the beautifud itlustration in 
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the Charge, ‘those sinners against their 
own souls, though once filled with strange 
fire, and used by unworthy worshippers, 
yet remained the same, hallowed as before, 
unperverted and unpolluted : so is our Li- 
turgy unaffected by the weakness or the 
corruptuon, the false opinions, or even the 
evil motives, of those tato whose hands it 
may, possibly at any time be intrusted = It 
ever remains unchanged, ready to become 
the vehicle for the purest incense, for the 
most genuine and the liveliest devotion, 
But we must never forget, that, afier all, 
tncomparable, unalierable as it is, it is but 
avebicle. The feelings of our hearts must 
correspond with the sentiments expressed ; 
the prayers must be appropriated by each 
worshipper, and made his own; the fair 
and exactly proportionate image must be 
kindied into Jife by the breath of the soul; 
the offering on the aitar must be set on fire, 
and its savour ascend, or it will never reach 
Heaven, and be acceptable to Him whois a 
Spirit, and must be w orshipped with the 
spiritand with the understanding.” pp. 
2, 13. 


Where such a service is read by 
the minister, with that reverential 
we and affectionate earnestness 
which the Bishop so strongly im- 
presses upon his clergy, the benefits 
which he anticipates will doubtless 
be felt. Whey will appear 


‘in the growth and progress of religious 
light and. “trath—of reli; gious principle’ and 
practice amongst his people ; and in an ine 
creasing love to one another, to himself, 
and especially to that Church which has 
afforded them such an endearing bond of 
union, such an affecting, inspiring, and ef 
feetual instrument of communion with their 
God.” Pp: 14. 


After a few pertinent observations 
upon the énsiructive part of our sere 
vice, j as superadded to the devotion- 
al, is lordship adverts, in his usual 
spirit of Christian mildness and 
moderation, to certain errors, which 
have lately arisen from their slumber 
and disturbed the repose of the 
Church. The first to which he al- 
ludes is that ofa few clergymen, who 
have recently seceded from the Es- 
tablishment: the second belongs to 
the much-agitated question ef rege- 
neratien and cenyersien. 
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We are informed concerning the 
Seceders, that they object to their 
brethren as not pre.ching Christ 
fully and freely ; as detracting from 
the all-sufficiency of faith, and pro- 
mulgating an imperfect and even 
another gospel. The main ground 
of the charge appears to be this: 
that the clergy thus condemned 
urge the necessity of looking for the 
Jruit and evidence of faith in a truly 
Christian life, before they venture to 
hope for the permanence, or even 
decide upon the utility and sound- 
ness, of the frrzncifile within. The 
Bishop very charitably supposes that 
the advocates of these dangerous and 
most unscriptural doctrines are weil- 
intentioned and pious persons ; and 
we have no wish to detract from the 
credit which is due to sincerity, 
however absurd be its vagaries: but 
we fear that he gives too just a des- 
cription of the error thus promul- 
gated, when he speaks of it as pro. 
bably a snare of the devil, and an 
awful wresting of Scripture, to the 
destruction of those who hear. ‘To 
enter into any confutation of a creed 
which seems necessarily to tend to 
the subversion of ail good morals, 
and to the substitution of unwarrait- 
ed theories tor holiness of life, will 
be thought superfluous by every 
sober man who is in possession of a 
Bibie. The evil has hitherto been 
very confined; and we rejoice that it 
exists no longer, or at Icast we pre- 
sume ina very slight degree, within 
the pale of the Church. T'rom the 
sentiments avowed by the seceding 
clergy, it is evident that with a good 
conscience they could no longer re- 
main in her communion. We re- 
spect the honesty of their proceed. 
ings; andif, asthe Bishop intimates, 
a few of the same class still continue 
within her walls, we doubt not that 
they wiil soon foliow the example of 
their brethren. 
The second error noticed in this 
charge, is connected with the ques- 
tion of regeneration and conyersion, 


And here we cannot but expres, 
our regret, that if is impossible for 


us fully to concur in the views of the 
Be 4s ') 


pious and right reverend Prelate 
His religion is of so devotional, * 
well principled, and so practicaj 2 
nature, that we differ from him on 
any topic with great reluctance, 
‘Tie difference, we trust, is not very 
great; but fecling that any miscon. 
ception on a polnt of importance 
Wiheh apparentiy sanciioned by such 
a Dame, Is, from the very excecilence 
of its patron, pecullatly calculated to 
do hiarm, we Consider it as a duty ty 
offer a lew remarks upon his state. 
ment. 

We shall commence with an ex. 
tract from the Charge. 


“The question, so far as it regards the 
use of the term, is, 1 NV Opinion, Satisfue. 
torily determined by the Articles and Off. 
ces of our Church, and by the meaning 
uniformly annexed to it in the four first 
centuries of the Christian xra 


“The number of eminent and justly re. 
vered writers (some of exalted siation in 
the church, amongst whom we must reckon 
Archbishop ith) son,) who have spoker at 
times of a regeneration distinct from the 
baptismal, though amply sufficient to ex. 
cuse, and perhaps jusnfy, is not, L conceive, 
sufficient to recommend such an applica 
tion of the term. 


“It may naturally excite confusion in 
the minds of those hearers, whose capacity 
and reading may be limited. and lead them 
to hesitate about the propriety of our Bap- 
tismal Service It is by no means indis- 
pensably tiecessary, in order to convey a 
full idea of that radical, fundamental 
change of views, desires, and pursuits, s0 
generally requisite in those who, having 
been baptuzed in infancy, have reached the 
age in which they can commit actual sin. 


“would therefore wish generally to 
restrict the term to the baptismal privi- 
leges ; and, considering them as compre- 
hending, not only an external admission 
into the vistble church—not only a cove 
nanted title to the pardon and grace of the 
Gospel—but even a degree of spiritual aid 
vouchsafed and ready to offer itselfto cur ac 
ceptance or rejection, at the dawn of reason, 
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By would recommend a reference to these 


yivieges in our discourses, as talents 
ci, tbe hearer should have so improved 
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eprung up and produced fruit.” pp. 
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17, 18 


We consider this paragraph as 
sopewhat ambiguous. The Bishop 
wishes to confine the term regene- 
ration to the baptismal privileges. 
If it were merely the question of a 
term, no reasonable objection could 
be made. Ut might be perfectly un- 
‘yoertant, if such had been the 
language Of the ancients, whether 
the rite of admtssion into the church 
were called df/ing or baptising: but 
the word Regeneration ts something 
more than a term—it involves doc- 
trines 3 and the parties are at issue, 
precisely because it dors involve doc- 
trines. Andin this light the right 
reverend Prelate himself seems to 
look at the term. He restricts it to 
certain privileges conferred in bap- 
tism, and thus as comprehending a 
deeree of spiritual aid vouchsafed, 
and ready to offer itselfto our accep- 
tance or rejection. Now, to clear 
away some portion of the ambiguity, 
which we spoke of, we would ask, 
Is this grace necessarily conferred in 
biptism ? Is the grace tied to the or- 
dinance 2? Is it vouchsafed to children, 
or to adults, or to both? Does it de- 
pend at all upon the disposition of the 
recipient? These, and similar ques- 
tloas. must be proposed and answer. 
ed, before we can agree upon the 
manner in which the term regenera- 
tion may be safely used ; that is, be- 
fore we can allow of its indiscriminate 
and unconditional use. 

Most certainly it is adopted in the 
Articles and Offices of our Church ; 
but what foliows from this circum- 
Stance ? It follows, that as churchmen 
we mey use ittoo. But how ? Why 
in that way, and in that sense, in 
Which the Church has adopted it. 
We are not, from these premises, 
‘authorised to use it in any other way; 
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and therefore the question about the 
term, necessarily includes the farther 
question about the application of it, 
Does the Church consider infants, 
or adults, or both, as necessarily, and 
merely from the circumsiance of being 
baptized, veyenerated by the Holy 
Spirit, and heirs of the kingdom of 
heaven ? 

Into these pcints we shall not 
enter: it may be sufficient to refer 
to our former Numbers. We shall 
confine our remarks to the use of the 
term bythe fathers, ‘ The meaning 
uniformly annex¢d to it, during the 
four first centuries of the Christian 
era,” is considered as purely baptis- 
mal: the word is supposed to denote 
simply and exclusively the baptismal 
privileces. 

Now, with respect to the argue 
ment of authority, we might fairly 
ask, Were the fathers of the four 
first centuries so correct in their 
jlanguage and their views as to render 
this circumstance conclusive ? And 
if so, did they suppose that all per- 
sons, both Infants and adults, were 
necessarily regenerated in baptism ?— 
that the spiritusl benefit was tied to 
the ordinance? Or did they enter 
into stipulations with the party to be 
baptized, and demand certain qualifi- 
cations and conditions as absolute 
prerequisites ? 

To go fully into these subjects 
would require a volume: we shalldo 
little more than tcuch upon them. 

With respect to the term Regene- 
ration, it may be admitted, that when 
the ancients use it in relation to the 
spiritual concerns of any person in 
this life, they always, or nearly al- 
ways. refer to his baptism. This is 
the distinction made by Wall; and 
we believe him to be tolerably cor- 
rect. The word is used in other 
senses by the fathers, but not usually 
in relation to the spiritual concerns 
of the present life. And it would be 
easy to shew that they applied it 
both to adults and to infants. They 
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spoke of the baptized persons as re- 
generated. Yet itis certain that the 
fathers cannot fairly be cited for the 
use of the term Regeneration, ac- 
cording to the sense in which some 
persons have recently adopted it. In 
the first ages of the church, when 
heathen adults came and offered 
thenselves to baptism, they ap- 
proached the waters with faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and a disposition 
of mind suited to the reception of 
spiritual blessings. It cannot be 
doubted that a Divine blessing, under 
such circumstances, attended the 
baptismal rite, and that numbers were 
thus, either previously to their bap- 
tism, or in the very act, regencrated 
or born of God; and at least they 
were then formadly admitted to the 
spiritual privileges of Chrisi’s king- 
dom. 

Hence it came to pass that the 
fathers, who were in gencral not very 
accurate writers, substituted the 
word Regeneration for Baptism ; and 
by a figure ofthe visilile sign for the 
thing sipnified, seemed to consider 
baptism and regeneration as converti- 
ble terms. Ib those days this lJan- 
guage deceived no one, and no great 
error could then arise from the use 
of theterm, even with respect to in- 
fants. But they were very cautious 
in admitting aduitsto baptism: along 
course of instruction and probation 
Was required: and so far were they 
from supposing a necessary connec- 
tion between the sign and the thing 
signified, between the baptismal and 
the spiritual washing, thet they de- 
clared the waters to be utterly inef- 
fectual without faith In the recipient. 

In proof of these statements, we 
shall offer a few extracts from works 
which are well known, and which 
speak piainly for themselves. 

‘* Cyprian,” says Muiner, “* secms 
to express a remarkable influence of 
Divine grace as having eccompanicd 
his baptism. It was reasonable to 
suppose that it was commonly the 
case at that time: the inward and 


spiritual grace really attended the 
outward and yisible sign. It is to 
be lamented, that the perversion of 
after ages availing itself of the am. 
biguous laneuage of the fathers on 
this subject, which with them wag 
natural enough, supposed a Necessary 
connection totake place where there 
had been a common one. In Cyp. 
rian’s time, to call baptism itself the 
new birth was not very dangeroys, 
In our age, it is poison itself; for jt 
has long beenthe fashion to suppose 
all bapuzed persons regenerate of 
course ; and thus have men learnt to 
furnish themselves with a Convenicnt 
evasion of all that is written in Scrip. 
ture concerning the godly motions of 
the Holy Spirit.” Cent. ni. c. 7. 

On a passage of Clemens Alexan- 
drinus, the same writer has the fol. 
lowing remark :— 

“ The outward sign and the in 
ward spiritual grace, on account of 
their usal connection in the primitive 
church, are used us synonimous bya 
numver of primitive writers, which 
has upbappily given occasion to one 
of the worst abuses, from thase who 
plece all grace in form and ceremony 
only.” Cent. ili. c. 4. 

The following extracts are from 
Bishop Jewel. 

“When Saint Augustine saith, 
Our sacraments give salvation, his 
meaning is this: Our sacraments 
teach us that salvation is come into 
the world.” 

“ The holy fathers say, that the 
sacraments of the new law work 
salvation ; because they teach us that 
our salvation is already wrought.” 

“ Of this faith St. Hierome saith, 
‘Qui plena fide non suscipiunt sal 
utare baptisma, accipiunt quidem 
uquam sed non accipiunt spiritum:’ 
‘They that receive not baptism with 
perfect faith, reccive the water; but 
the Huely Ghost they receive not 
S:. Augustine saith, ¢ Verus baptis- 
mus constat, non tam ablutione col 
poris, quam fide cordcis, sicut A pose 
tolica doctrina tradidit, dicens, Tie 
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mundans corda eorum : et alibi, Sal- 
Fyos tacit baptisma, Don carnis deposl- 
itio sordium, sed conscientiz bone 

mtervogatio in Deum per resurrec- 
Sgonem Jesu Christi: ¢ True baptism 
 ctandeth pot so much in washing of 
» the body as in the faith of the heart: 
Pas tune doctrine of the Apostles hath 
taught us, saying, By faith purifying 
‘sheir hearts ;—and in another place, 
Baptism maketh us sale: not the 
| putung away of the filth of the flesh, 
' put the examining of a good con- 
' science before God by the resurrec- 
~ tion of Jesus Christ.’ Likewise again 
he saith: © Unde ista tanta virtus 
agus utcorpus tangat et cor abluat, 
nist faciente verbo ? Non quia dict- 


- tur, sed quia creditur.’ * Whence is 


ali this so great virtue or power of 

i the water, that it toucheth the body 

% and washeth the heart, but by the 

| working of the word ¢ Not for that it 

_ is spoken (by the minister,) but that 
itis believed (of the faithful.)” 

« Some men will say, Children or 
infants believe nothing, but are ut- 
terly void of faith, St. Augustine 
answereth, * Qui non crediderit con- 
| demnabitur. Sicut eos renasci per 
- ministericm baptizantium, ita etlam 

eos credere per cordactora confiten- 
tium, confitemur.’ ¢ He that believ- 
eth not shall be damned. We con- 
fess that, as they be born again by 
the ministry of baptizers, so they 
believe by the hearts and mouths of 
the confessors,’ ”’ 

“Touching the virtue of this 
Sacrament, if Mr. Ha.ding mean 
thereby the outward element of the 
Water, he knoweth, or may easily 
know, it is a common resolution 

among all his own schoo!-doctors, 
‘ Gratia Dei non est alligata sacra- 
mentis,” The meaning thereof is 
this: That Gad is able to work sal- 


vation both with them and without 
them,” 


_“ Notwithstanding we must con- 
sider that the learned fathers, in their 
treatises of the sacraments, some- 
umes use the outward sign instead 
of the thing itself that is signified ; 
~mMetimes they use the thing signi- 

Christ. Obsery. No. 178. 
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fied instead of the sign. As for ex- 
ample, son:etimes they name Christ’s 
blood instead of the water ; soine- 
times they name the water instead of 
Christ’s blood. ‘This figure is called 
Metonymia; that is to say, an ex- 
change ofnames; and is much used 
among the learned, specially speak- 
ing of the sacraments. 

“st. Augustine, using the water 
in place of the blood of Chrisi that 
is signified bythe water, saith Urus : 
‘ Solvit vinculum culpe : reconcillat 
bonum nature: regenerat hominem 
inuno Christo.’ * Itbreaketh the band 
of sin: it reconcileth the goudness of 
nature: it doth renew a man in one 
Christ.’ ° 

*“ Notwithstanding indeed, and in 
precise manner of speech, salvation 
must be sought in Christ alone, and 
not in any outward signs.” 

“ Likewise saith St. Hierome: 
‘if any man hath received only the 
bodily washing ofwater, that is out- 
wardly seen with the eye, he hath not 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ.’’’ 

“ St. Hierome seith, * When the 
sacraments be misused, God 
self, whose sacramenis they be, is 
misused.’ ”” 

* And St. Aucustine saith, Who- 
so received baptisms unwortaily re- 
ceiveth his judgment, and not his 
health,” 

We procced to cite additional pas- 
sages from Wall and Dupin. Of 
these, the last was a Roman Catholic, 
and therefore certainly not disposed 
to deiract from the effects of bap- 
tism : the former is a favourite au- 
thority with the school which denies 
any regeneration but the bupusmal, 
and esteems the right administration 
of the sacrament alone necessary to 
give it effect. We shall see that the 
ancient fathers, as adduced by both 
these writers, maintained the neces- 
sity of faith, or aright disposition in 
the recipicnts. 

Tertullian, in his book of Penance, 
‘“ shews the necessity there is of 
proving und preparing onesclf fora 
long time, forthe reception of this 
grace of baptism, by a true repen- 
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tance. He fears not to say, that 
baptism is to no purpose, if we have 
Not repented of our sins and amend- 
ed them ; and that it is great pre- 
sumpuon to imagine, that having 
led a disorderly course of life till 
the very day of baptism, we should 
be made holy all of a sudden, and 
that we should cease from sinning 
immediately alter we have reccived 
this sacrament. ‘Can it be belicv- 
ed,’ says he, ¢ that the reformation 
is made just at the time when we 
are absolved! No, certainly: it is 
made at the time when the pardon 
is yet in suspence, and that we are 
afraid stillof the punishment, though 
we had not as yet deserved to be 
delivered from our sins, that we 
might be in a capacity of deserving 
it;—-when God still threatens us, 
and not when he has pardoned us. 
I confess that God grants remis- 
sion of sins to those who receive 
baptism ; but they must take pains 
to be made worthy of it, for who 
would be so bold as to confer this 
Sacrament on a person of whose re- 
pentance he has any reason to make 
a doubt? You may impose upon 
the minister, and so procure bap- 
tism, bv false pretences ; but God, 
who knows the heart, keeps his own 
treasure himself, and does not grant 
his grace, but only to those that are 
worthy of it: so that none can ima- 
gine that he may sin more freely, 
because, being yet but a catechu- 
men, he shall receive the remission 
of his sins in baptism ; for this sa- 
crament is the seal of faith, and re- 
pentance is the beginning and stamp 
of faith. Lastly, we are not wash- 
ed from our pollutions by baptism, 
only that we might sin no more, 
but because we have our heart al- 
ready purified. Quia jam --rde loti 
sumus.’”* Dupin, Vol. I. p. 94.* 
“If any thing,’ says Cyprian, 
* could be an obstacle to persons 


* We of course dissent from some of 
the doctrinal views promulged in the 


above passage, 25 well as in some that 
follow. 


against their obtaining the grace, 
the adult, and grown, and elder men, 
would be rather hindered by thejp 
more grievous sins. If, then. the 
greatest offenders, and they that 
have grievously sinned against God 
before, have, when they afterwards 
come to believe, forgiveness of 
their sins; and no person is kept 
off from baptism and the grace; 
how much less reason, &c.”” Wall 
Vol. I. p. 78. 

Of the fathers in the third centy. 
ry, Dupin writes thus: “ They 
baptized with some ceremonies 
those that were well Instructed ig 
their religion, and who had given 
satisfactory signs of their sincere 
conversion : they generally  dipt 
them thrice In the water, Invoking 
the name of the Holy Trinity ; and 
they never administered this sacra. 
ment solemnly but at the feasts of 
Taster and Pentecost.” Vol. I. p, 
202. 

“St. Hilary observes upon the 
words of Jesus Christ, ‘Go, teach 
all nations, baptizing them,’ &c.; 
he observes, I say, that instruction 
ought to precede baptism, because 
the body ought not to receive the 
sacrament of baptism, unless the 
soul has received the truth of faith,’ 
Dupin, Vol. II. p. 75. 

“St. Pacian says, * I will shew 
you in what condition we are bor, 
and how we are renewed by bap 
tism, &c.’ He shews, that ‘sin 
reigned from Adam till Christ, who 
delivered mankind from the tyrat 
ny of sin ; because, as the sin of the 
first man was imputed to all his 
posterity, so the righteousness o 
Jesus Christ was communicated to 
all men by baptism, and by the aid 
of the Holy Spirit, provided that 
faith precede.’ He adds, that this 
regeneration cannot be perfected 
but by the sacrament of baptism, and 
unction, and the ministry of the 
priest.”’ 

“ There is hardly any of the am 


. . f 
cients that speaks more clearly © 


the efficacy of the sacraments © 
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baptisms confirmation, and penance. 

‘ynough he speaks advantageously 

lof the efficacy of the sacraments, 

| ret he requires very great disposi- 

P tions in order to their producing 

Seuch effects as they ought to have.’ 

P Dupin, Vol. Il. pp. 84, 85. 

4 « Optatus spea tks thus of baptism : : 
lt is the life of virtue, the death 
B of crimes the immortal birth, the 
> means of obtaining the kingdom of 
heaven and the shipwre ck of sins !? 
rr ithe adds, that ‘it is not he who 
“gives this sacrament of baptism that 

F ronfers these graces, but the faith 


q of him that receives it, and the vir- 


tue of the Trinity.’ ” 


' «He endeavours to prove, that 
B the faith of him that reccives bap- 
> tism is necessary to the validity of 
' this sacrament, w hich must be un- 
F ierstcod of adult persons only.” 
© Dupin, Vol. IL. p. 98. 
“Cyrilof Jerusalem.” His “ eigh- 
teen first catechetical tstructions 
are addressed to those of the cate- 


| chumens who are called the elect, 


' or the enlightened; that is. to those 
who have passed through all the 
oher degrees of Catechumens, and 
are now instructed in order to re- 
cciving baptism within a little time. 
For the ancient church did not give 
baptism immediately to all those 
who desired it, but only to those 
who had given signs of a sincere 
faith, and of the change of their life 
by along trial, and by a course of 
penatice.” 

“It was to ground them well in 
our mysteries, and dispose them to 
receive baptism with purity, that 
St. Cyril composed those instruc- 
tions; as he himself testifies in his 
Preliminary discourse, In which he 
treats of those dispositions which 
they ought to bring with them to 
baptism, and of the necessity of 
hearing instruction. He exhorts 
them to purify themselves from 
their sins, and to embrace a truly 
Christian life, if they would have 
2aptism truly profitable unto them. 

Headmonishes t hem not toapproach 
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this sacrament, if their souls were 
still polluted with heinous sins, and 
they persevered still in their wick- 
ed designs and their sinful customs. 
Iie telis them, that they deceived 
themselves, if they Imagined that 
they should receive the fruit and 
eflects of baptism while they contu- 
nued tn this state. ‘If ye are still,’ 
says he, ‘of the same wicked dispo- 
sition of which ye have always been, 
in vain do ye think that ye shall re- 
ceive the grace of baptism. Ye 
shall be washed with those waters, 
but ye shall not receive the Holy 
Spirit. “ After this, he expiaius 
the disposition which they ought to 
have, that this sacrament may be 
profitable to them. God hath said, 
‘] require nothing of you but a good 
heart: say not ye, How isit that my 
sins shall be forgiven me? 1 de- 
clare it unto you: It is by faith and 
a good disposition.’ ”’ Dupin, Vol. 
li. p. 109. 

It is difficult to open St. Cyril 
without discovering his clear opi- 
hion, that baptisin did not of itself 
confer the regeneration of the Spi- 
rit. He twice ai least, in the Pre- 
face and the Third Lecture, notices 
the case of Simon Magus: “ If you 
do not go to the waters with a right 
disposition,’ he says, “it will profit 
you nothing. Simeon Magus once 
came to the laver: he was baptized, 
but he was not illuminated: aa’ sx 
eharicoy: he washed his body, in- 
deed, with water, but he did not 
illuminate his heart by the Spirit: 
his body descended truly (into the 
water,) and ascended, but his soul 
was neither buried with Christ, nor 
risen again with him.’ Cyril, Praef. 

Again: “ Is there any hypocrite 
among you, a man-pleaser, a pre- 
tender to piety, but not believing 
from his heart, having the hypocrisy 


of Simon Magus, &c. &c.? Let 
him hear the words of St. John: 


‘ Now also the axe 1s laid unto the 
root of the trees; therefore every 
tree which bringeth not forth good 
fruit is bewn down and cast into the 
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fire.’ ” (Catech. 3.) Did Cyril 
considcr bapusm and regeneration 
as the sume thing! Yet he fre. 
quently speaks of baptized persons 
as regenerate. 

We cannot dwell longer upon 
Cyrti; but, notwithstanding the de- 
claratton of Wall, and the apparent 
admission of the Bishop of Glouces- 
ter, that the term Regeneration was 
uniformly used as synonymous with 
baptism, aud in no other sense, dur- 
ing toe four first centuries, we may 
observe that the assertion does not 
appear to be strictly correct. Cyril, 
in epcaking of the two last verses 
of the 10th chapter of Acts, in 
which Peter commands water to be 
brought, that those who had already 
received the Holy Ghost might be 
baptized says; * Peter commanded 
them to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ, that the soul having 
been regenerated, aveyewatszrs, by 
faith, the body also might partake 
of grace by the water.” Tle speaks 
of the regeneration of the soul as, 
In this instance, prior to baptism. 

© Basil says, * Phat faith is inse- 
parable from baptism, because faith 
is perfected by baptism, and baptism 
supposes faith ; that the profession 
of faith precedes baptism, which is, 
as it were, the seal of it.””? Dupin, 
Vol. If. p. 147. 

“He proves, first, That we must 
not baptize any but those that are 
well instructed and persuaded of the 
faith of Jesus Christ, and who have 
renounced the world, their vices, 
their passions, and, if need be, their 
life. Secondly, he shews, that in 
order to salvation, it is not enough 
to be baptized, but that we must also 
keep the commandments and do 
rood works.’ Ibid. p. 149 ; and 
Wall, Vol. I. p 152. 

St. Austin, after shewing that in 
some cases, as in that of Cornelius, 
the spiritual sanctification by the 
sift of the Holy Ghost went before 
ihe sacrament of regeneration by 
baptism ; and that, in infants bap- 
iized, the sacrament of regenera- 
Zion precedes the conversion of the 
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heart, if they obey the religion of 
Christ; speaks tothe following pure 
port :— By all which it appears, 
that the sacrament of buptism is one 
thing, and conversion of the hear 
another ; but that the salvation of , 
person is completed by both of them, 
And if one of them be wanting, we 
are not to think that it follows thy 
the other is wanting ; since one may 
be without the other in an infant, 
and the other was without that jp 
the tmef; God Almighty making 
up, both in one and the other case, 
that which was not wilfully Wanting, 

‘“ Bot when either ef these js 
wanting, it involves the other jn 
guilt: and baptism, indeed, may be 
had where conversion of the heart 
is wanting; but conversion of the 
heart, though it may be where bap. 
tism is not bad, cannot be where it 
is contemned; for that is by no 
means to be called conversion of the 
heart to God, where the sacrament 
of God is contemned.” Wail, Vol. 
Ip iss. 

We leave these extracts to tell 
their own tale. If it be true that 
the ancient fathers frequently used 
the figure metonymy, as Feweli ob 
serves, putting the outward sign in 
stead of the thing stenified, it is not 
difficult to account for the * vebe 
ment and great words’’* which they 
so generally adopted in speaking ol 
the sacraments. If it be farther 
true, that with respect to adults 
they considered the external rite as 
destitute of spiritual benefit, unless 
accompanied by a right disposition 
of mind in the reciprent; it seems 
to follow of course, that the autho- 
rity of the ancients does not wal. 
rant that use of the term Regene- 
ration which has recently been 
maintained [ti- evident, as Milner 
has informed us, that they substitut 


ed the word too generally for bap 


tism: they did not commonly wait 
to explain and define : but the theo- 
ry, which makes regeneration and 
baptism so inseparable, that Simot 


* Jewell’s Defence, part i. 
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/ Magus must pass for a regenerate 
person, for a man purified from all 
‘jus sins, sanctified by the Holy 
} Spirit, 8 child of God, and an 1n- 
 heritor of the kingdom of heaven, 
' before he had sinned away the 
BD orace given in baptism, is not the 
‘creed of the ancients. In many 
q respects, they were weak and ab- 
' syrd enough ; but with this absur- 
' dity they are not generally charge- 
able. : 
The correct view of the subject 
seems to be this : That the early 
futhers required, in adult persons 


¥ receiving baptism, certain disposi- 
tions of mind; and, on the supposi- 
' tion that these dispositions existed 
mo e : 

previous to baptism, spoke of the 
baptized persons as regenerate. 


The necessity of a prior qualifica- 
‘ion, in their catechumens, if not 
| always expressed, was, by the best 
 wrilers, at least always implied. 
' it is true that they also adopted 
the term Regeneration in regard to 
the baptism of children, who, from 
their tender years, were incapable 
of repentance and faith. But we do 
not consider this circumstance as 
proving that they accounted bap- 
lized children to be necessarily re- 
generate + it was tacitly, at least, 
‘understood, in justification of the 
term, that the infants baptized 
shouid keep, in after life, the cove- 
hunt into which they entered by bap- 
lism. They spoke, not in the judg- 
ment of certainty, but of charity. 

In both cases, therefore, it ap- 
Pears to us that the fathers, for a 
long period, acted on the same prin- 
ciple with our church ; but it cannot 
be denied, that the unguarded man- 
ner in which some of them have 
Written has tended to great perver- 
Sion of the doctrine, and led many to 
suppose that bapuzed persons are 
Segenerate of course. 

_We have thought it right to no- 
Ce to this extent the subject of re- 
Seheration, as brought forward in 
the Charge, because we differ from 
the view there given of it. We do 
Net think eurselyes authorized to 
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confine the term Regeneration to 
baptism ; and we know of no scrip- 
tural evidence, and no record of our 
church, which justifies the belief of 
grace always given in baptism either 
to infants or adults. But let us not 
be supposed to insinuate that the 
Bishop of Gloucester gives any 
countenance to those injurious doc- 
trines which some writers, with 
whom he might, from certain ex- 
pressions already quoted, seem to 
concur, have, with great vehemence 
of spirit and intemperance of lane 
guage, recently obtruded upon us. 
So far is he from giving any support 
to their opinions, that he enters his 
serious protestagainst them, as sub. 
versive of all useful and effectual 
preaching. The passage, to which 
we refer, 1s so excellent in all its 
parts, that we shall cite it in the 
words of the author. 


“At the same time, I would solemnly 
protest against that most serious error 
(which bas arisen probably from exalting 
too highly the just view of baptismal rege- 
neration) of contemplating all the inrlivi- 
duals of a baptized congregation as converts 
ed, as baving all once known the truth, and 
entered upon the right path, though sume 
muy have wandered from it, and others 
may have made little progress, as not there- 
fare requiring (all by nature, and most, it 
is to be feared, through defective principle 
and practice,) that ‘transformation’ by the 
renewing of the mind, that ‘ putting offthae 
old mau, and putting on the new man,’ 
which is so emphatically enjoined by St. 
Paul to his daptized Romans and Ephe- 
sians, 


“ This erroneous view, insmy opinion, 
strikes at the root of all useful and ef 
fectual preaching. Ministerial addresses 
founded upaen it soothe and delude the 
people into a false peace : they do but half 
open the wound in the conscience of the 
sinner; they act as a dulland clouded mire 
ror, and exhibit to him a most imperfect 
representation of what he is, and what he 
ought to be—of what must be done for him, 
and inhim: they lulito sleep any conscien- 
tious Misgivings in the man of worldly de- 
cency and reputation; they may make 
many a Pharisee, and produce en many 2 
death-bed a vain self-righteous ease, which 
must 3909 be changed into sell-condemna- 
tion and death eternal. But they will 


never be the spiritual § weapoess, might 
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664 Review of the Bishop of Gloucester’s Primary Charge. 


through God, to the pulling down of strong- 
holds,’ and bringing the servant of Satan 
into ‘captivity to the obedience of Jesus 
Curst’? They will never be instrumental 
in drawing forth, from practical unbelievers, 
the question of the gavler, *‘ What must I 
ilo to be saved ?” nor in leading them as 
humble penitents to the Cross of Christ, 
and * binding them down to the horns of 
the altar, as devoted disciples of his word, 
and willing dependants on his grace, They 
will never be the means of opening the 
heart of a Lydia, uor of building up a Phi- 
lippian congregation in true Christian holi- 
ness and brotherly Kindness, through a 
sense of their own unworthiness and the 
undeserved mercies ef God Jesus Christ. 
They will never fulfil your promise at or- 
dination of * seeking for Christ’s sheep, 
that are dispersed abroad, ang for his clul- 
dren, who are in the midst of this naughty 
werld, that they may be saved through 
Chinst for ever’? No—rather permit me 
to urge, suffer me to beseech you, by these 
very unspeakable me: cies, tou address your 
people wit a far different feeling, and in 
far different language. Exhort them with 
perental authority, but with parental ailec- 
tion—exhort them, one and all, seriously 
to examine theinselves by the tests and 
marks «ofthe ‘new creature,’ of the death 
unto sin, and the new birth unto righteous- 
ness, which are so repeatedly and so empha- 
tically required in the Scriptures.” pp. 18 


~ . 


If our limits would allow it, we 
Should have much pleasure in con- 
tinuing the exiract. A few of the 
pages which immediately follow de- 
serve to be well studicd by every 
preacher of the Word of God. We 
recommend them earnestly to pe- 
rusal: they deserve to be taken asa 
manual of public instruction. They 
are evidently written by aman of 
much knowledge and experience as 
a parochial minister, and by cone 
whose heart is engaged in his Mas- 
ter’s cause. If our clergy could be 
uniformly persuaded to preach in 
the spirit and manner exemplified 
in these pages, 


four imenmparable Church would prove 
incontestably, in every part of her public 
ministry, no less than in her doctrines and 
services, the sanctuary and dispenser of 
true religion and virtue; and might best 
hope, with the assistance of the Divine 
Spirit, to present to that God from whem 
she derives her origin, the most acceptable 
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sacrifice of gratitude for great and pecujiy 
blessings—a people zealous in his fyi, 
and walking in his ways.” pp. 25,26,’ 


The Charge concludes with re. 
commending a second service, where 
it is praecticabie, in the afternvon . 
the promotion of education, on the 
principles of the National Society; 
and the support of the Society fop 
promotivg Chris‘ian Knowledge, 
and the British and Foreign Bible 
Dociely. 

These several subjects are treat. 
ed in the same tone ef mildness and 
conciliation which is so conspicuous 
through the whole of this Address, 
The Bishop of Gloucester is known 
to be a warm friend to the Bible So. 
cicty; and as a Christian. he is of 
course very anxious to view the 
enemies of that institution in the 
most favourable ight. We approve 
and applaud the principle ; but he 
places them perhaps too much ona 
level with its friends when he says, 
that the collision which has taken 
place between the two societies has 
“siven birth to many unjustifiable 
misrepresentations on both sides, and 
to many retorts not very courteous.” 
The simple fact may be as his lord. 
ship states it; and we would repro- 
bate misrepresentation with not the 
less severity because it had been em- 
ployed in a cause intrinsically good. 
But we apprehend that, if all the 
misrepresentations ahd uncourteous 
retorts which have been made by 
the friends of that society were col- 
lected into one point of view, they 
would sink into insignificance, whe- 
ther we regard their nature or theit 
number,ifcompared with those which 
might be found in a single pamph- 
Ietoi their opponents. This at least 
we are guite sure of, that if every 
writer were influenced by the mild 
and amiable disposition of the Bishop 
of Gloucester, misrepresentations of 
motives would never arise, and re- 
torts would wlways be courteous. 

But it is time to draw this length- 
ened article to a close. We cannot 
do it more to our own satisfaction 
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than by inserting the paragraph 
with which it concludes ; and we 
' earnestly pray that the feelings and 
seniments which it recommends 
© may be adopted by all who minister 


‘jn boly things. 


| « May we, my Reverend Brethren, 
P ever recollect, that we are bound toge- 
| gether by no common tie, not only, as 
| members vf one body, but as fellow-wor- 
- kerg in ove ministry, even the ministry of 
Ran apostolical church. May we from this 
time ever seek to look at one another with 
an aspect of genuine kindness, correspon- 


~ dent with the nature ofthe work in which 


weare jointly engaged, and congenial to the 
~ mind that was in the Master whom we 
serve, ‘bearing with each other’s infirmi- 
ties,’ making allowance for difference of 
opinion UPON non-essential points, striving 
chiefly to be fellow-helpers in the same 
service, and hoping thus to be fellow-heirs 
in the same joy. 


ye 


“May we ever look at our common 
church in full sympathy of respect ane 
affection; and, the loftier the views we 
entertain of her claims to preference, (and 
too lofty we hardly can entertain,) the 
higher may we raise our estimate of the 
character and duties, which become those 
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who minister at her altars; the more anx. 
ious may we be to act up to our privileges 
and obligations; fest her sacred name 
should be profaned through the inconsis- 
tency of our private life, or her usefulnesa 
impeded through the remissness of our 
official conduct ! 


“ May we ever look at ourselves, a$ un- 
worthy and heipless in the sight of God, 
but capable of ¢ doing all things through 
Christ that strengtheneth us ;? and then 
look up in the prayer of faith, and in the 
conscientious exercise of every duty, to 
Him, who has been with His Churci:, and 
will be with it tothe end of the world, who 
is pledged and ready to make each of us 
an instrument in edifying that Church, in 
converting many an inanimate into a lively 
stone, and in building up her believing 
people in their holy faith! 


“ Thus only shall we all, whether now 
in higher or lower places, ‘ taking heed 
unto ourselves and unto the doctrine, save 
both ourselves and those that hear us ;? 
and, when ‘the Chief Shepherd shall ap- 
pear, receive’ each, as exactly proportion. 
ed to his service, but wholly and exclu. 
sively due to the merits of his Saviour, 
‘acrown of glory which facdeth not away,’ ” 
pp. 38—35. 


—_— 


LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE, 


&e, 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
' Inthe press: —A Treatise on Mining and 
Ventilation, by Mr Ryan ;—A second part 
of Childe Harold, by Lord Byron ;—A 
History of Ceylon, by Mr. Robert Fellows, 
of St. Mary Hall, Oxford ;—Fragments of 
the History of Lancashire, by Mr. M. 
Gregson, of Liverpool ;—Memorial and 
Sketches of the late Rev. D. Brown, of 
Calcutta, with Sermons, in one vol. 8vo. 


Preparing for publication :—Collectanea 

heologica, or the Student’s Manual of 
Theology, containing Dean Nowell’s large 
Catechism, Vossius on the Sacraments, 
and Eishop Hall on Walking with God ; 
by Rev. W. Wilson, M. A. Master of St. 
Bee’s School ;—An Itinerary from Rome 
Athens, by Brundusium, the Tonian 
istands, and Albania, by Dr. Badham ;— 
A New Map of the County of Lancaster, 
‘tom Col. Mudge’s Trigonometrical Sur- 
Yey~eby Subscription, for the support of a 


éSe. 


distressed mother, and younger brother 
and sister, a new edition of Miss. D. P. 
Campbell’s Poems. 


It is proposed to prepare for the press 
a volume of Sermons, chiefly of a practi- 
cal nature, (price 10s. 6d. in boards,) by 
the Rev. Richard Ormerod, A. M. late 
Vicar of Kensington. But before such 2 
design can be carried into execution, it is 
necessary that subscriptions should be re- 
ceived to such an amount, as will defray 
the expenses of the publication; and it is 
therefore earnestly requested, that those, 
who may be desirous to subscribe for a 
copy or copies, will, as soon as may be, 
give in their names for that purpose, either 
at Mr, Hatchard’s in Piccadilly, or at 
Messrs. Rivington’s, in St. Paul’s Church. 
yard. 


The following gentlemen; Mr. Stephen 
Prost of Bristc); Mr. Samuel Hope of 
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Liverpool, and Mr. W. F. Lloyd of Ma- 
sons’ Hall, Basinghall-street, London ; 
have requested us to state, that ‘ being 
acquainted with a suitable channel for cir- 
culuting religious intelligence in the United 
States af America, they would feel obliged 
to any friends who would favour them 
with reports of religious and benevolent 
societies—interesting accounts of the pro- 
gress of the Gospel, and the diffusion of 
education—plans of usefulness—books— 
or any communications which may prove 
interesting and useful to transatlantic 
Christians, It is intended to send a par- 
gel once every month, or oftener, if oppor- 
tunities occur. And all communications, 
reports, &c. &e. ere requested to be sent 
to either of the above-named gentlemen, 
who will forward them to New-York.” 


Sir H. Davy has printed, for gratuitous 
circulation among those concerned, some 
ad‘itional Observationsonm he Wire-Gauze 
Saftty-Lamp for Miners with some evi 
cence for their use This is indeed ren- 
Gering philosophy subservient to the pur- 
poses of humanity. For this singular ser- 
vice, the Coal-owners of the Wear and 
Tyne have voted him plate to the value of 
S500 guineas. 


Those who are acquainted with the 
anarchial principles of the publication cal'- 
ed ** The Monthly Magazine,” will pro- 
bably consider the following extract from 
the Number published on the Ist instant, 
as furnishing no unapt illustration of the 
truth of some remarks which we lave felt 
ourselves compelled to make on the late 
conduct of the Eclectic Review.—“ In the 
general dereliction of principle,” observes 
the Editor of the Monthly Magazine, 
‘which has attended our periodical mis- 
cellanies, we are happy to be able to refer 
aur readers to the Eclectic Review, as a 
work which continues in able hands, and 
which, from its conduct in critical times, 
seems likely to merit the confidence of the 
friends of liberty. The equivocal and 
temporizing conduct of the once ‘ respec- 
table and widely circulating’ Monthly Re- 
view has served to betray the cause of 
which it formerly was a guardian, and to 
co more injury to the principles of civil 
and religious liberty, than the most malig- 
nant acts of its sworn enemies.” 


A committee appointed by the Board of 
Ordnance lately inspected a machine in- 
vented by Capt. Manby, for the extinction 
ef fire by anti-phlogistic fluid, at the Com- 
mittee Room, Woolwich Barracks. He 
shewed that it could be instantly applied 
fas it might be kept ready loaded) to a fire 
which was so situated that a common 
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fire-engine would be of no service: fop 
instance, in the back apartments of g 
house, or under the deck of a vessel. He 
explained the nature of the fluid which 
the machine was charged with—which 
consists of lime potash, and a certain quan. 
tity of water, which might be made in twe 
minutes ; and on board a ship a cask of jt 
might always be in readiness, besides the 
machine being charged with it—and, to 
exhibit the extraordinary effects of the 
anti-phlogistic ingredients, he immersed 
in it a quantity of hemp, canvas, and deal 
wood, which are the most combustible 
materials used in 2 dock-yard: he also 
immersed the same materials in common 
water, and applied a certain heat to each: 
those which had been dipped in the anti- 
phlogistic fluid would not burn, and those 
dipped in common water blazed immedi- 
ately. He also sprinkled some hemp with 
the fluid, and alse some with common wa. 
ter, which had the same effect? that 
sprinkied with water burned, and the other 
did not. Captain Manby then exhibited 
various means he had invented for rescu- 
ing persons trom danger, where they were 
so situated, being surrounded by fire, that 
the only means of escaping from the ele- 
raents was through the windows, or from 
the tops of houses. 


We are happv to perceive, by the re. 
ports of the three Premier Judges of Scot- 
land, that the trial by jury in civil cases 
has been introduced with the best promise 
of advantage. 


The town of Preston, in Lancashire, has 
lately been lighted with gas. 


A. foreign journal contains the following 
details relative to the progress of Vaccie 
nation in different parts of the globe :— 


** The English Ambassador at the Court 
of Ispahan announces, that the presump- 
tive heir to the crown, and fifteen of his 
suite, have been vaccinated with matter 
brought from Europe, and that this salu- 
tary practice is daily making progress ia 
the town of Telieran. Dr. Scott has vac- 
cinated forty thousand persons on the 
coast of Coromandel, and the operation had 
complete success with all the patients.” 


“ A Society for Vaccination, similar to 
that of London, has been formed in Jamal- 
ca, and maintains relations with the mo- 
ther-society. The small-pox has yielded 
to the efforts of vaccination at the Cape 
ef Good Hope; so that that frightful ma- 
lady is no longer known there This hap- 
py result is ascribed to the insulated stats 
ef the colony. At Ceylon, where the 
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gmall-pox used to make horrible ravages, 
tha cusorder 1s become extremely rare 


In Denmark and Sweden, vaccination is in 
full vigour, and the small-pox no longer 
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dreaded —The Committee established at 


Berlin has bren very successful in its la- 
bours, and sisce i's foundation has vaceinat- 


ed 19,841 persons.” 


Sr ee 


—_——+-- 


LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


THEOLOGY. 

A Charge delivered to the Clergy of 
thie peculiar Jurisdiction af the Dean of 
Chichester, at the Visitation, Mas 24, 
BOjf 5 
Z0104 «»- ; ; . 

An Historical and Literary Account of 
the Formulsries and Confessions ot Farth 
Roman-Catholic, Greck, and Fro- 


vi 
t t Churches; by the Author of Hore 
Bolce vo. 7s 6d. 


Au Apelogy for the Ministers of the 
Church of England, who hold the Doctrine 
of Baptismal Repeneration; in a Letter 
gidressed to the Rev George Stanley Fae 
ber, B D.; by Christopher Bethell, M. A. 
Dean of Chichester Qs. 

An Address to the Inhabitants of St. 
Albans, and its Vicinity, occasioned by a 
Letter to Vrinitarian Christians by W. 
Marshall, by the Rev. Thomas White, 
M oA Is.; anda smatler edition, 9.; or 8s. 
Qa oozen. , 

ractical and Familiar Sermons, design. 
ed for parochial and domestic hustruction ; 
by the Rev. Edward Cooper. Vol. IV. 
Tonw, 3s. 

A History of the Destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, as connected with Prophecies ; by 
the Rev. George Wilkins. 20s 

The Sunday Lecturer, or Fifty-two Ser- 
mons ; selected and abridged from Horne, 
Cooper, Jay, Doddridge, &c.; by A. Lee 7s. 

A Sermon, preached at the parish 
church of Wakefield, July 4, 1516, at the 
annual meeting of the Society for promoting 
Ciristian Knowledge ; by the Rev. C Bird, 
M. A. Rector of High Hoyland. Is. 6d. 

bservations on various Passages of serip- 
ture, placing them in a new Light; origin. 
nally compied by the Rev ‘homes Har- 
mer, from Relations in Books of Voyages, 
and Travels into the East. ‘the fifth edi- 
tion, with many additions and corrections ; 
by Adam Clarke, LL.D. F.A.S. 4 vois. Svo. 
ai. 3S. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


The New Picture of Edinburgh for 1816 ; 
being a correct guide to the curivsities, 
amusements, public establishments, and re- 
markable objects in and near Edinburgh. 
To which is added, a description of Leith 
and the Trosachs ; with 27 engravings of 
public buildings, &e 18mo. 6s. 

The Lakes of Lancashire, Westmoriand, 
and Cumberland; delineated in forty-three 
engravings, by the most eminent artists, 
‘shrist. Observ. No. 178. 





from drawings by Joseph Farington, R. A. 
Woah descrptions, historical, topographi- 
Cal, and picturesque, the resuts of a tour 
made in the summer of the year 1516; by 
Linomas Hartwell Horne. dio. & &s. proofs, 
12/. 12s. 

A Memoir of Major gen, Sir R. R. Gil- 
lespie. Kat. 8:0. 10s 6d, 

Lie tinsiory of Begland, in easy Dia- 
lognes; wiitten by a Lady, for the Use of 
her own Children. ts. 6d, 

A View of the present Condition of the 
Siates of Barbary, or an Account of (he 
Clwate, Sou, Produce, Population, Manu. 
factures, and Navet and Milnary Strength 
of Morocco, Fez, Aigicrs, Vripoli, and 
Turis; by W. Janson. l2mo. 3s. 

Directions fer preparing Manure from Peat, 
and fistruction tor Boresters Sv. 2s 6d, 

A Treatise on the Pussiclogy and Patho. 
logy of Trees: with Observauious un the 
Barrenness and Canker of Fruu-Trees, the 
Means of Prevention and Cure; by P Lyon, 
Svo. 10s. 6d. 

And Essxy on the Principles of Construc- 
tion of Milnary Bridges, and the Passage 
of Rivers in Mil.tary Operations : Con ain- 
ing Pisns and Descriptions of the Rope 
Bridges across the Taxus and the Adour; 
by Col. Sir Ho Douglas, Bart F. ROS. L- 
lustrated by 15 plates. 8vo 14s, 

Lucub ations and Midmght Reveries of 
T. Kirke, Esq. 8vo 10s. 6d, 

The Emigrant’s Guide, ora Picture of 
‘America, exhibiting a View of the United 
Siates, divested of the democratic C.lour- 
ing, &c.; by an Otd Scene-painter 5s. 

The Royal Military Calendar; coniain- 
ing the services of tue Generals, Colonels, 
and Lieutenant-Colaneis, from thei En- 
trance into the Army, &c. 3 vols. 8vo. li. 
15s. 6d. 

Letters on the Corn-Trade : containing 
Considerations on the Combinations of 
Farmers, and the Monopoly of Corn; by 
Jos. Storrs Fry. 1s. 6d. 

Conversations on Political Ecanomy, in 
which the Elements of that Sec‘ence are 
familiarly expiained; by the Author of 
Conversations on Chemistry 12mo. Qs. 

The School Boy, with other Poems ; by 
Thomas Cromwell 5s, 

The Agriculiural State of the Kingdora 
in February, March, and April, 18:6; be- 
ing the volume printed by the Bcard of 
Agriculture, and subsequently suppressed. 
15s 
4 T 
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a, The System of Farming practised at 
FY Teston, in Kent. Is. 
"| The Life and Studies of Benjamin West, 
ig Esq. President of the Royal Academy, 
Lie prior to his arrival in Knglard; by Jolin 
Minas Galt 8vo. 7s.; large paper, 15s 
nit: 7 The late Earlof Warwick’s Narrative of 
‘bath his unparalleled Case ani peculiar Situa- 
yt tion during the last Ten Years of his Life. 
Lie 5s. 
i 3 Lines on the Conflagration of Moscow; 
a by the Rev. C. Colton, M. A. Is 
Ss A Practical Essay on Chemical Re-agents, 
bd or Tests; illustrated by a series of Experi- 
iby ments: calculated to shew the general nae 
* . ture of Chemical Re-agents ; the effects 
a which are produced by the action of those 
Jn bodies ; the particular uses to which they 
het, may be applied, in the various pursuits of 
a ehemical science; and the art of applying 
Bi ue them successfully; by Frederick Accum, 
ee operative Chemist. 12mo. 8s. 
ore Popular Models and impressive Warn. 
a's ings fur the Sons and Daughters of Indus. 
tae trv; by Mrs. Grant. Part JIL. l2mo 6s. 
te Manual of the System of the British and 
att Foreign School Society of London, for teach- 
ue ing reading, Writing, arithmetic, and needle. 
£4 work, in the elementary schools. Svo. Ss, 
phi or with the needlework, 10s. Gi] 
ae i, An Account of Tunis, its government, 
vat Maitners, customs, and antiquities; espe- 
hits cially of its productions, manufactures, and 


a oe commerce ; by Thos. Macgill. Svo. 7s 
Report of the Committee for investigat- 


i Bee Me 


is, 


Sle Sa ee 


t=, 


all AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

rhe” 

ae, — a 

Mealy Ir is with peculiar satisfaction that we an- 


nounce to our readers the formation ofa 
Bible Society for the whole of the United 
States of America, After much previous 


¢ 


te 


PR 
St 


eA, discussion, and not without a mos! unlook- 
ae ed-for and vehement opposion on the part 
ery of some of the existing Bible Societies, the 
Si reasonableness, expediency, and beneficial 
A 


tende: cy of the proposed institution was 
established on such irrefragable grounds, 
and so large a proportion of the religious 
world seemed inclined to support tt, that it 





yah was at lengih determined to hold a general 
ik meeting for the purpose, at New York. 
49) This meeting took place en the — of 
win May, 1816, and was most numerott Rly and 
te respectably atrended. The addresses de- 
2 Bt Jivered to the meeting by Judge Plart, the 
op Rev. Dr Nott, Mr. * Griffin, and Mr Jay, 
ie and others, are sand to have been adapted 
4 to the occasion, to have displayed enlight- 
+ op ened and enlarged views of the nature of 
i : the society, and to have formed most elo- 
PA, 
i 
a 
ph 
i, 
a 


- 


oad had 


ing the Causes of the Increase of Juvenile 
Delinquency. 8vo 23. 

The History of Tia irtlepool ; by Sir Cuth 
bert Sharp, Kt F.S. A ive » with nume. 
rous embeilishments, 1/ 1s, 

Historical Memorrs of Barbary, and itg 
Maritime Power, a3 connected with ‘he 
Piunder of the Seas; including a Sretep 


of Algiers, Tripoli, and Tunis. lsmo 


2s. bil. 

A Compendious and Comprehensive 
Law Dictionary ; elucidating the terms 
and general principles of Law yo sh, lity, 
by Thomas Walrer Williams, Esq. of the 
Inner ‘Temple, barrister at te AW, authop 
of the Law relative to the Duty and Office 
of a Justice of the Peace, &c 8vo. Ls. 

How to Enjoy Paris ; by Peter Herve, 
Esq. 2 vols. 10s, 

The Annual Register ; or, a View of 
the History, Politics, and Literature, foe 
the Year 1807, being the seventh volume 
of anew sertes. &o. 12 

A Letrer to Lord Binning, MP, &e. 
containing some remarks on the state of 
Lunatic Asylums, and on the number and 
condition of the Insane Poor in Scotland, 
350, Us, 

Report feom the Select Committee of 
the House of Commons, appointed to in 
quire into the Education of the lower Ur. 
ders inthe Metropolis 8vo 13s. 

Sketch of the public Life of ML Fouche, 
Duc d’Otranto, comprising his Correspon- 
dence, &c. 15s. 


Es 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


quent and powerful appeals to the under. 
standings and hearts of statesmen, citizens, 
and Christians; calculated not merely to 
illustrate, but to prove the propriety and 
necessity of uniting the exertions of the 
whole American Republic in one great, 
noble, 2nd honourable effort to circulate 
the scriptures, without note or comment, 
within their own bounds, and throughout 
other parts of the world The meeting 
was eonducted and concluded with that 
decorum, harmony, and unanimity, which 
it is to be hoped will always characterize 
the meetings of Christians, assembled in 
whatever part of the world, to promote the 
best interests of mankind.* 


—_—") 





* On the succeeding day, a crowded as- 
sembly of ladies met, agreeably to public 
notice, in the City-Hotel. and formed @ 
Female Brble Society, A fuxtliary tothe Ameri- 
can Bible Society. Vhirvy-six pomager were 
appointed, and sever hundred dollars were im- 
mediately subscribed by the ladies present. 
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oa President of the American Bible 


cnet is the honourable and truly veneras 
tin Elias Boudinot of New Jersey, woo pre- 
mented to it a princely donation of 10,000 
Jotlars. Tie Wice- Presidents are—Hon, 
= tin Pav, Mat. Clarkson, Esq., Hon Simiti 
Hnomson, of New York ; Hon John Lang- 
dar. of New Hlampstire ; Hon. Caicb 
ceornne, Hon. Woitam Gray, of Massachu- 
ae fion, John C. smith, of Connectiout ¢ 
Tonas Gaiusha, of Vermont; Elon. 
: Jones, of Rhode Esland ; Hon, 
George Madison, ksq, of 
Kentucky 3 ‘Hon. Wiliam Pighman, of 
Peansylvania ; Hfon Bushrad VN ashington, 
Wiiham Woiet, Esq. of \ MZ | Hon, 
Charies C. Pinckney, ofS. Carolina; Hon. 
Wifiam Gaston, of N. Carolina ; Hon. 
Thos. Worthington, of Ohio; Hon. Thos. 
poser, of Indiana ; tion. J mes Brown, of 
L Stan 3 John Bolton, sq, of Georgia ; 
Hon. Felix Grundy, of Pennessec ; Robert 
Oj:ver, Ese, of VEarviand ; and Joseph 
Nourse, Esq, of the District of Columbia, 


setts; 
Ho» 

Wi am 
Isaac SHewy 


The Secretaries are, the Rev. Dr. Mason 
and the Rev. Dr Romeyn; and the ‘Lrea- 


surer, Richard Varick, Esq. 


The constitution of the Society resem- 
Hles, in many points, that of dhe British 
and Foreign Bible Society. Tis sole rbject 
ig to encourage a wider circulation of the 
holy Sermptures, without note or comment, 
in the United States, and throughout the 

1: the oniv copies circutated in Eng- 
lish, beme ot the version now inuse. All 
Bible Societies are allowed to purchase 
Bibles at cost price, from the Society. 
‘The members of all Bible Societies agree- 
ing to place their surplus revenue, after 
supplying their own districts with Bibles, 
at the disposal of this Society, shali become 
members, and its officers directors of it. 
Subscribers of three dollars annually are 
members, and of thirty dollars at one time 
members for life. Subscribers of fifteen 
dollars annually are directors, and of 150 
dollars at one time, directors for life. The 
elective board of direction consists of thirty- 
six laymen, nine to go out annually. All 
ministers who are members may attend 
ud vote at the Board. The annual meet- 
ings shall be held either in New York or 
Philadelphia, on the second Thursday in 
May. 


+} 
wae a 
BOM « al 


The address issued by this Society, to 
the people of the United States, has like- 
wise reached us. We shall give it nearly 
entire, After some preliminary remarks 
em the singular changes which the world 
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has lately undergone, and is likely still to 
undergo, the Society thus proceeds :— 


“ An excitement, as extraordinary as it 
is powerful, has roused the nations to the 
importance of 8} ecing the knowledge of 
the One living and true God, as revealed 
in his Son, the Mediator between God and 
men, Christ Jcosus. This excitement ig 
the more worthy of notice, as it has follow. 
da period of philosophy, falsely so called, 
and las gone in the track of those very 
scliemes Which, under the imposing names 
of reason and hiberality, were attempting to 
seduce mankind trom ail which can biess 
the life that is, or shed a cheering radiance 
on the life that is to come. 


e 


** We hail the re-action, as auspicious to 
whatever is exquisite i human enjoyment, 
or precious to human hope. We would 
Ny to the aid of all that is holy, against all 
that is profane ; of the purest interest of 
the community, the family, and the indivie 
dial, amainst the conspiracy of darkvess, 
disaster, and death—to help on the nughty 
work of Christian charity—to claim our 
place in the age of Bibles, 


** We have, indeed, the secondary praise, 
but still the praise, of treading in the fuot- 
steps oi those who have set an example 
without a parailel—an example of the 
most unbounded benevolence and benefi- 
cence: and it cannot be to us a source of 
any pain, that it has been set by those who 
are oF ave blood with the most efourselves ; 
and has been embodied in a form so noble 
and so catholic as * Tbe British and Foreign 
Bible Socrety? 


** The impulse which that institution, ten 
thousand times more glorious than all the 
exploits of the sword, has given to the con- 
science of Europe, and to the slumbering 
hope of millions in the region and shadow of 
death, demonstrates to Christians of every 
country what they cannot do by insulated 
zeal, and what they can do by co-operation. 

“In the United States we want nothing 
bur concert to perform achievements aston- 
ishing to ourselves, dismayirg to the ade 
versaries of truth and piety, and most en- 
couraging to every evangelical effort on 
the surface of the globe. 


*“ No spectacle can be so illustrious in 
itself, so touching-to man, or so grateful to 
God, as anation pouring forth its devution, 
its talent, and its treasures, for that kings 
dom of the Saviour which is righteousness 
and peace. 
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“If there be a single measure which 
can overrie objection, subdue opposition, 
and command exertion. this is "he measure. 
Tiat afl our voices, ali our affections, all 
our hands, should be joined in the grand 
desizn of promoting ‘peace on earth and 
good will toward man’—that they shouid 
resist the advance of misery—should curry 
the ight of instruction into tre dominions 
of ignerance, and the balm of joy to the 
soul of avpuish; and all this by diffusing 
the Ovactes of God—addresses to the uanu- 
derstanding an argument weich cannot be 
sncountered, and to the heart so appeal 
which its licliest emotions rise up to se- 
cond. 


“ Under such impressions, and with 
such views, the American Bridle Society Was 
been tormed. Local teelings, pariv pie- 
judices, sectarian Jealousies, are exchided 
by is verv nature. bs members are 
leagued in that, and in that alone, Woita 
calls up every fiallowed, and puts down 
eve y unhallowed, pruciple--the Cissemi- 
nation of the Scmprures in the received 
versians where they exist, and in the must 
faithful where they may be required. tn 
such awork, whatever is dignied, kiad, 
venerable, true, has ample scope: wile 
sectarian littleness and rivatrics can find 
no avenue of admission, 


© The only question is, whether an ob- 
ject of such undisputed magnitude can be 
bes! attained by a National Socieiy, or by 
independent associations m fiiendly under. 
standing and correspondence. 


« Without entering into the details of 
this inquiry, we may be perm'tred to state, 
in a few words, our reasons of preference 
to a National Society, supported by local 
societies and by individuals throughout our 
country, 


** Concentrated action is powerful action. 
The same powers, when applied by a com- 
mon direction, will produce results :mpossi- 
ble to their divided and partial exercise A 
national object unites national feeling and 
concurrence The unity ofa great system 
combines energy of effect with economy of 
means Accumulated intelligence interests 
and animares the pubtic mind. And the 
catholic efforts of a country. thus bermo- 
nized, give ber a place inthe moral con- 
veution of the world; and enahle her to 
act directly upon the universal plans of 
happiness which are now pervading the 
mationg. 


‘eft is true, that the prodigious territy, 
of the United States—the increase of thejp 
population, which is gaining every day upoy 
their moral culivation—and the dreadful 
consequences which will ensue from the 
people’s outgrowing the knowledge of etep, 
nal life, and reverting to a species ot hea. 
thenism which shall have ali the addregg 
and profligacy of civilized society without 
any religious control, present a sphere of 
action which may for a fone time employ 
and enyross the cares of this Soctety, and 
of all the local Bible Societies of ibe laud, 


“Tn the distinct anticipatiens of sucl an 
urpenev, one of tite Tham objects of the 
American Bible Society is, not merely to pro. 
vide a suifictency of well-printed and accu. 
rate editions of the Seriprores; but also to 
furnish great distmets of the Amezican 
Continent with well-executed stereotype 
places, for their cheep and extensive diffu. 
sive Theotehout regions which are now 
scantily spopled, at a discouraging ex. 
pense, and which, nevertheless, open a 
wide anc prepared fieid fur the reception ot 
reveaicd truth. 


“ Vet, let it not be supposed, that geo. 
graphical or political fimits are to be the 
limuts ef the American Bible Society. That 
designation 1s meant to indicate, not the 
restriction of their labour, but the source 
of tts emanation. They will embrace, with 
thankfulness and pleasure, every opportuni 
ty of raying out, by means of the Bible, ac- 
cording to their ability, the light of life 
and immortality, to such parts of the world 
as are destitute of the blessing and are 
within their reach. In this bigh vocation, 
their ambition is to be fellow-workers with 
them who are fellow-workers with God. 


‘* People of the United States— 


“‘ Have you ever been invited to an en 
terprize of such grandeur and glory ? Do 
you not value the boly Scriptures ? Vaiue 
them as containing your sweetest hope; 
your most thrithng joy! Can you submit 
to the thought that you should be torp:d in 
your endeavours to disperse them, while 
the rest of Christendom ts awake and alert? 
Shall you hang back, in heartless indifer- 
ence, when princes come down from theif 
thrones to bless the cottage of the poor with 
the Gosp+l of peace ; and imperial soves 
re'yms ate gather: g their fairest honours 
from spreading abroad the Oracles of the 
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Lord your God? Is it possible that you 
should not see, im this state of buman 
things, @ mighty mM tion of Divine Provi- 
> Phe most heavenly charity treads 
cluse upon the march of c nal ret and blood! 
The w orld is at peace ! Carcely has the 
soldier time to anbind iis helmet, and to 
wipe away the sweai trom his brow, ere 
the voice of mercy succeeds to the c — ion 
yf batile, and ca! Hs the nations from enmity 
tg love "Crowned heads bow to the Head 
which Is to wear ‘many crowns,’ and, 
go the first time since the promulgation of 
Curisuanity, appear to.act in unison for 
the recognition of its gracious principles, 
as beiug fraught alike with happiness to 
man and honour to God. 


dence ! 


“\What has created so strange, so bene- 
ficent : an alteration? This is no doubt the 
dung of the Lord. and it is marvellous in 
eur eyes. But what instrument bas he 
thought fit chiefly to use?) That which 
contributes, in all latitudes and climes, to 
make Christians feel their unity, to rebuke 
the spirit of strife, and to open upon them 
the dav of brotherly concerd—the Bible! 
the Lible !—through Bible Societies ! 


‘“ Come then, feilow-citizens, fellow- 
Christians, let us juin in the sacred cove- 
navt. bet no heart be cold; no hand be 
ile; no purse reluctant! Come, while 
room is left for us in the ranks whese toil 
is goodness, and whose recompense is 
vicory. Come cheerfully, eagerly, gene- 
ral'y = Be it apes on your sauis, that 
acontrbution, saved from even a cheap 
indulgence, may send a Bible to a desolate 


family; may become a radiatory point of 
‘rrace and truth’ to a neighbourhood of 


error and vice ; and that a number of such 
contributions, made at really no expense, 
may illumine a large tract of country, and 
successive gen erations af immortals, in 
that celestial knowledge, which shall se- 
cure their preseat and their future felicity. 


“ But whatever be the proportion be- 
tween expectation and experience, thus 
much is certain: We shall satisfy our con- 
viction of duty—-we shall have the praise 
of high endeavours for the highest ends— 


we shal! minister to the Meniedaces of 


thousands, and tens of thousands, of whom 
We may never see the faces, nor hear the 
names. We shall set forward a system of 
happiness, which will go on with accele- 
trated motion and augmented vigour, after 
we sh all have finished our career; and con- 
ferupon our children, and our children’s 


children, the delight of seeing the wilder. 
ness turned th a fruitful field, by the 
blessing of God upon that seed which 
their fathers sowed and themselves water. 
ed, In fine, we shall do our part toward 
tha: expansion and intensity of light divine, 
which shall visit, in its progress, the pala. 
ces of the great and the !iamleis of the 
smaitl, until the whole ‘ earth be full of the 
knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover 
the sea !? ” 


But whence could opposition arise, in 
America, to such a plan as this? It arose, 
in the frst place, from the managers of the 
Philadelphia Bible Society, the first Bible 
Society which had been formed in ihe 
United States, who argued, Ist, That the 
proposed institution was unseasonable, on 
account of the pressure which the war 
had produced in the country; 2d, That 
it was unsanctioned by example ; 3d, Phat 
it was useless; 4th, That it might prove 
Ins uriOUs ; Sif, That it was impracticable, 
The objections seemed almost too weak to 
require a serious answer. They received 
it, however, from the pen of the vener. ble 
individual who has since been chosen the 
Preaident of the Society, the Hon. Elias 
Boudinect. He repele the first and main 
objection, by the example of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, rising ta its 
present distinguished elevation in the 
midst of a long, perplexing, and expeasive 
war, which threatened the very ex:stence 
of Great Britain;—of the Russian and 
other nationai societies, formed and estabe 
lished, and dispensing their blessings, 
araidst the tremendous shock of the grea. 
test armies which ever desolated the earth. 
The other objections are disposed of with 
egual ease, and with equal force ; and the 
last has received its full confutation from 
the fact that the Society has, without a 
doubt, been actually formed. May it 
prove as prosperous as its great prototype ! 
Of this we can assure our trans-Atlantic 
brethren, that we shall rejoice te see them 
even surpass our best and happiest efforts, 
Here we shall feel no rivalry, no jealousy, 


But we are sorry and ashamed to say, 
that this Society has bad to encounter 
another formidable opponent in the Bishop 
of New-York, Dr. Hobart. This Right 
Reverend Prelate has even gone su far as 
to —— in the new spapers an Address 
to Ep iscopalians, to dissuade them trom 
joining the society. A few extracts frena 
this address cannot fail te be highly accen- 
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table to our Anti-B’blists in this country; 
and may supply them, perhaps, with some 
new weapons, wherewith to attack the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. la 
fairness, however, we must, at the same 
time, lay before our readers the substance 
of the reply which some acute layman of 
the bishop’s own church has ventured to 
rnake to the dissuasive of his diocesan. 


Bishop. * What is the necessity for this 
INSTEON There are Bible Societies 
already imstituted in every part of the 
United States, and others are continually 
orgauzng These wstitunons, f presume, 
are fully adequate to all the purposes for 
which Bible Societies are Wanted.” 


This argument: is repelled by a fucid 
statement of facts, shewing the miserable 
inefficiency of the system of independent 
local societies existing in America, and 
the amazing effects produced by these 
great national societies, with dependent 
auxiliaries, which have been adopted in 
every other part of the world, “Phe reply 
is able and conclusive, not so much from 
the ingenuity of the reasoning, as the strik- 
ing nature of the facts that are detailed. 


Bishop. “The idea of a National Bible 
Society, which is in fact to represent every 
part of this extensive country, is perfectly 
visionary.” 


representation, and so far the bishep’s ob- 


jection is without weight. But before he 


could hope te obtain credit for the opinion 
that an American Bible Society was per- 
fectly visionary, he ought to have proved 
that “the British, Russian, Prussian, and 
many other National Societies were mere 
chimeras of the brain, and not great and 
successful associations founded on precise- 
ly the same principles with the proposed 
institution.” 


Bishop. “t will be, in its spirit and 
Management, the Bible Society of tiie par- 
ticular citv, or district, where if 1s estab- 
lished ;” because, he adds, its managers 
reside there. 


But the managers of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society reside in London, 
and those of the Russian Bible Society in 
Petersburg!:: do the societies become ou 
that account, in their spirit and manage. 
ment, the societies respectively of London 
and Petersburgh ? 


Bishop. Zeal ina good cause is 4g). 
ways commendable ; but it is the nature 
of zeal, like every thing which excites ihe 
passions of our nature, to run into excess” 


Very true. But, asks the lay Eniseg. 
palian, somewhat shrewdly, may nog 
zeai for Episcopacy run inte excess,” ap 
least as readity “€as zeal tor the diffusion 
of the word of God ?” 


But the bishop’s grand, at least his most 
laboured, obteciion scems to be this: 
pa wir" , mre ane by. eee ae 
“a venture to predict, that tne spirit, and 
influence, andtne evedit of the institution, 
will eventually be that of the very nume. 
reus and respectable Presbyterian denomi. 
ates 9 
Nacwuon, 


This tremendous prediction ts grounded 
on two or three circumstances, Which are 
in themselves lichter than air, and to 
Which nothing bot prejudice could have 
miven the shightest Importance, Bat, says 
our dav fricnd, “there ts one evil conge. 
qiaence which the bishop apprehends fron 
the Society, and which be is himself la. 
bourng to produce ; aod this is, that the 
credit of the tostitunen will eventually be. 
long to the Presbyterians. At present it 
is divided between the Presbyterians and 
Episcopatians ”? © Which denomination is 
to enjov the high credu of supporting the 
Society remains vet to be seen; but should 
the bishop succeed in depriving it of epis. 
copal patrenage, who ought to be blamed, 
should the eredit of the Institution cven- 
tually be that of the very numerous and 
respectable Presbyterian denomination (” 


Bishop “ Your patronage, your wealth, 
your influence, your exertions are wanted 
for similar institutions in your own church 
(viz Bible and Prayer-book Societies.) 
By encouraging these, and dy not connecting 


yourselves with the proposed Bible Society, 


you will avoid ‘he hazard, to say the least, 
of occasioning’ very serious injury to the 
interests of the church in this diocese ; of 
interrupting her barmony ; arresting the 
spirit of zeal for her principles, which 1s 
now leading her to prosperity; and of 
wounding the feelings and diminishing the 
influence of thase intrusted with her con- 
cerns.” The apprehension of danger, 
from these indiscriminate associations, t6 
therr church, was not dimmmishbed by re- 
fiecuing, that in all similar associations, it 
is the invariable tendency of the more nu- 
merous and more powerful party to break 
down the spirit and distinctive principles 
of the less numerous and the less powel> 
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fy! ; and that therefore, while in England 
the nuinbers, Tle Wee alth, and be: 
the Lp wecopal Church mij cht in an associa- 
trot we A Dissenters not only secure ber 
but acrease her numbers, the 
effect would ie drrectly che reverse in this 
country, where the Presbyterians are by far 
the ° must numerous and the most powerful?” 

Jo ins mode,” that is, by connecting 
themacives excdustvely with the Lebie au d 
Common P rayer Book Societies , a ey,” 

tic Epscopalians, will actin oni son with 
many of their breth: nv, with the spiritual 
ran rdians of the church in this diocese, 
ai, aveid the humiliating and injurious 


enectucie of a divided household.” 


Tyan ay ur 


a/ 


The whele of this slang, though proba- 
bly new in America, is perfectly familiar 
to *8 the lovers of demonstr ation”? in this 


country; m other words, to the readers of 


the ‘ucubrations of Dr. ges Mr. Spry, 
Mr. Norris, &c. &e. &e. Our lay Lpisco- 
nalian seems nothing on er by it. Pius,” 
i says, © is the “et h dishonored by the 
inciscreet zeal of its friends. W)! hat—the 
numberless sects he Great Britain can 
feariess!v unite in Bible Societies, a 
a: apprehension of being devoured by 
reat and splendid national establi et Sg 

While we stand aphast at the thought of 
coming in contact with Presbyterians, 
who, excepting their numbers, possess not 
one single advantage which we do not also 
enjoy! And shal! we tremble before Pres- 
byterians, When the Baptists and Quakers, 
less pumereus than ourselves, view them 
with unconcern ? Is ours the only church 
that must find safe ty in seclusion and se- 


eresy? Did we not know from whom the 





* How differently do some of our Eng 
lish bishops reason! See Dr. Marsh pas- 
sm, “It is mv decided conviction,” says 
the bishop of Chester, “ that by Joining 
the Bible Society, you may, though unin. 
tentionally, endanger the interests of the 

church and state” His lordship, as well 
as the new bishop of Llandaff and the 
bishop of Lincoln, would regard the Ame- 
rican Society as perfectly innocent, because 
there is there no establishment to be en- 
dangered by it Bishop Hebart, however, 
conceives the danger in America to arise 
from that very circumstance ; and he sees 
no danger in the British Society, because 
Stent Britain has an establishment. 


influence of 
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objection came, would we not indignantly 
exclaim, * An enemy hath done this ?? ” 


He then proceeds to shew, that by 
forming Bible and Prayer-book Socities, 
all the benefi: to be derived from union of 
eflort in the Bible cause is sacrificed, with- 
out any correspondent benefit to the epis- 
copal church, whose objects would be more 
efficaciously and far iess invidiously pro- 
moted by forming Prayer-book, or Praver- 
book and Tract. Societies among them- 
selves, after the manner of the Prayer- 
book and Homily Society of this country, 
bis has been done with the best effect in 
Virginia. 


As - ‘the spectacle of a divided house- 
hold,” he insinuates, that it is to be as- 
cribed only to Bishop Hobart. The Ame- 
rean Episcopal Church is governea by 
eight bishops. Of these, six bad already 


joined Bible Societies, and advised their 


people to da the same. “ Six ofthe puar- 
dians of the household declare Bible So- 
cieties to be good things, and advise the 
family to encourage them; one remains 
silent; and the eighth, after the declara- 
tien of the six had been explicitly made, 
dencunces the Society as dangerous to the 
family, end exhorts to have nothing to do 
with them. By whom is the household 
divided?) ** Who first taught us that six 
out of eight of them had mistaken the true 
interests of the church, and bad exposed 
her § spirit? and ¢ distinetive principles,’ to 
the du: ver of being § broken down,’ by the 
‘very numerous and respectable Presbyte- 
rian denomination ??” 


But supposing all the bishop’s fears well 
founded, what in that case, argues our 
Biblist, is his duty? ‘ By paying three 
dollars, he can, without sssuming any dis- 
guise, Meet with the conspirators : he can 
read the letters they receive, and the an- 
swers they return: he can inspect their 
funds, and search their records ; and after 
acquiring all the information he wishes, 
relative to the nature and progress of the 
conspiracy, he can expose, to the indigna- 
tion of the world, the individuals who, un- 
der the mask of piety and liberality, had 
combined to promote their own interests 
at the expense of the reputation and influ- 
ence of their associates.” If all this is 
not sufficient, “Jet us form an alliance 
with the whole host of Quakers, Metho- 
dists, Baptists, &c. against the common 
enemy. Let as carry the war into the 
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enemy’s country. Let us enter the Ame- 
rican Bible Society. We shall wrest from 
our foe the formidabe weapon he had 
forged for our destruction; and if, in our 
Magnansimity, we do not turn it ayainst 
him, we may, ai least, retain itn our own 
hands for the purposes ot defeiice.” 


Whoever wishes to see more of this 
Interesting controversy will do weil to 
read “an Appeal tathe Chrisuans of Ame- 
rica, in behalf of the American Bible So- 
ciety.” by a tas Member of the Conven. 
tion which furmed the Society, printed at 
New York. 


SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN 
KNOWLEDGE. 


The following 1s an abstract of the Re. 
port of the Socicty, for the year 1815 :— 

In order to increase the efficiency of the 
diocesan and district committees, subseri- 
bers ot half-a-guinea and upward, annu- 
aliy, are received as members of these 
committees, may vote at their meetings, 
and purchase books at the Society’s prices; 
without being entitled to a seat at the 
Board in London. Members of the So- 
ciety also, instead of referring all applica. 
tions for books to the vote of the Board, 
are entitled to apply, at the various Iecal 
depositories, for books, not exceeding in 
value 1/. 10s at any one time, nor 3/ in 
any one year; being still entitled to apply 
to the general Board for grants of a larger 
amount, 


The whole number of Committces— 
diocesan, decanal, archidiaconal, county, 
and district—amounts to 160. Of these 
55 have been added in the course of the 
vear. 


Among these is a Calcutta Diocesan 
Committee, which has already remitted 
600/7.; and a Madras District Committee, 
which has remitted 200/ being the amount 
of benefactions and subscriptions. An 
ample supply of bocks and tracts, together 
with a considerabie number of copies of 
the Family Bible, will be transmitted both 
to Calcutta and Madras, by the earliest 
conveyance. A Bombay District Commit- 
tee was about to be established. 


The Board take the opportunity to ex- 
press their high sense of obligation to the 
Lord Bishop of Calcutta, for the proofs 
he has given of his attachment to the So- 
ciety, and for his unremitting endeavors to 
advance its interests in India. 


FOct, 


A friendly communication hag been 
opened with the Bible and School Con. 
mission at the Cape of Good Hope, ang 
leave given to puichase the Society’, 
books and tracts at prime cost, 


For the progress making in the mog 
important department of education, 4 ye. 
ference is first made to an appeal lately 
put forth by the National Society, (See 
our No for Feb. p. 125.) 


Since that time, the National Society 
has found it exp: dient, from the state of 
their funds, to dechne any farther supply 
of elementary books to schools, and the 
Society tor promoting Christian Know, 
ledge has most liberally undertsken what. 
ever wereased expense the discontinuance 
of the National Socicty to supply elemen. 
tary school books may occasicn : this will 
doubtless be feit as a powerful plea for an 
increasing a d stedfast patronage trom the 
wise and good of all descriptions. 


Schools have been found, experimen: 
tally, to supply one of ihe most «fieeual 
channels for the ec rculation of many ethers 
of the Society’s publications ; and nan 
cases have been reported to the Board, 
Wherein it appears that the most beneficial 
impressions have been preduced an the 
minds of the parents and trievds, as well 
by the general good demeancur of their 
children, through His merey and grace 
who out of the mouths of babes and suck 
dings hath perfected praise; as by those 
publications of the Somety winch have 
been carried by the children, from these 
schools, into the bosoms cf their families, 
as books of reward or otherwise. Many 
parcnts, who had fallen off from the church, 
have returned into its fold, through the 
operation of the like benign influence. 
The ** Instructive Tales” of Mrs Trimmer, 
lately admitted, will be found in this view 
to constitute a very desirable addition to 
the stock of the Society’s stores. 


From April 21, 1814, to April 20, 1815, 
the fillowing books and tracts were sold 
to members, circulated gratuitously, of 
issued on account for the Royal Navy: 

















Memb’s. | Gratuit Navy. | T otal, 

e ee —s 

Bibles 26.250 63 153 | 26,765 
N.Ves.& Psalt.! 45,470 | $43 | 1,205 4° 018 
Com, Prayers 63,80 | oor | 1,202 765,102 
Other bd Bks. 43°64 § O86 | 675 | 6! 525 
Small ‘fraets § 545,531 | 156,795 $ 1,075 | 685,301 
————t 


Grand Total,...875,0M 


being}32,000 more thanthe Report makesit. 
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The Board has reduced, nearly 5/. per 
cent, the price of Bibles, New Testaments, 
b . ’ 
Common Prayer Books, and Psalters. 


The Society has furnished Bibles, Tes- 
taments, Prayer books, and other books, 
to the revenue cutters, sixty-two mm num- 
be!, wich are established on the coast for 
the prevention of smuggiing ; to the 6ix 
quarantine vessels at Milford Haven ; and 
to the convict ships. The benefits expe- 
sienced from these donations have been 
considerable and striking rhe report 
gtyies, that little libraries: have been fitted 
pin the cutters for the reception and 
better preservation of the books ; and Co- 
jonel Bui gess reports, that now an oath or 
proiane expression is seldom heard on 
bad these vessels, or a man seen the 
worse tor liquor, 


Of the convict ships the account is equal- 
ly satisfactory. At the end of 1:14, the 
Rev. & &dwards, chaplain of the bulk at 
Portsmouth, efter describing the unhappy 
condition in which he founa the convicts 
on ing first entering upon his charge, add- 
ed; “i was at the besinning very faint- 
hearted, Cespairing of beholding any 
amendinent in them; but, by plain preach. 
ing aud daily visits, it has pleased God to 
succeed my honest and well-meant endea- 
vours beyond whet I could povsibly antici- 
pate. Gaming of every description is ba- 
nished. Men do their work oa shore with 
aluceity. Considering their number, I do 
not think an equal can be found: in any 
partof the country among whom there is 
less swearing, &c. Between each deck 
there is an evening school established. At 
the ciosc,a form of prayer for the day is 
read by one of the measiers: after this, 
they reure to their hammacks. To use 
the expression Which has frecucntiy been 
used by many of them, ‘their hulk is be- 
come more like a private family than a 
Piison-ship” ” “ You may assure the 
Committee, that there exis.s the strongest 
probability their kind donation will have 
the end designed. Were any of them on 
board on a Sunday, to witness the devout 
and proper manner in which the books are 
used, he would say that the Suciety’s pre- 
seit was well bestowed,” 


By the liberality of his Majesty’s Go- 
vernment, the whole national establishment 
of the hulks and prison-ships is now put 
into a capacity of enjoying, through the 
medium of this Society, the like benefits. 
By the appointment. of Lord Sidmouth, 
the Secretary of the Society, in the month 
Christ. @bsery. No, 178. 
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of November, had a conference with the 
superinrendent of the convicts; the result 
of which was, an agreement chat the books 
wanted for this service should, in future, be 
suppled at the cos! prices ofthe Suciety— 
a arrangement very extisiactory to the 
Board, as it secures a regular supply to 
these unhaupy individuals, of their spiri- 
tual wants, without bu:cden ne the society, 


It is submitted, whether an arrangement 
similar to the above micht nor be ve iV be- 
deficial in the case of county gaols, hos- 
pitais, &c. &e 


The Board has this year added to the 
Society’s list) of books, ed:ticns of the 
Scriptures in’ French, Dutch, and Ger- 
man; andthe beok of Humiles in 12mo, 
and i separate tracts, 


It is added, that the accession which 
has been mate to the Society’s stores, in 
the adopuon of “the French Book of 
Common Prayer, as alse of ceréain books 
inthe French, and the efforts ts be made 
for the introduction of tracts in the Dutch 
language, have been alresdy noticed in 
another part of the Report.” We have 
not, fowever, been able to disccever she 
passage veterred to. It must have been 
omitted, 


The Society continues to extend its at- 
tention to the spiritual wauts of the islan- 
ders of Scilly. 


On the suggestion of the Bishop of Lon- 
don, various tracts have been sent ta the 
isiand of Ceylon, for gratuitous distribu- 
tion. 


Mr Pzzold writes from Vepery, that the 
50/, granted by the S: eyerty.ooup aid ot the 


* 


schoals instituted by the 'ste Mr. John of 


Tranquebar, Decaime pay abie to Mr Caem- 
merer. He had not hesrd that any parti- 
cular degree of proficiency had been tound 
in the native scholars attending those 
schoo's; yet he did not doubt of their 
usefulness. Wedanayagam, one of the 
country priests, had died of an epidemic 
fever, caught at Paiamcotta; and Abra. 
ham, another of them, had been taken 
dangerously ill at the same place, and had 
returned thence to Tanjuie. The labour- 
ers in the Society’s missions on the cuast, 
getting from time to time fewer in number, 
and ‘Tanjore alone, since the vear 1798, 
having lost four of them, viz Swartz, Jx- 
nické, Horst, and Jacobi; and Vepery, 
the good Mr, Gerické ; they are anxious 
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for new missionaries of suitable qualifica- 
tions, both in body and mind, either from 
Germany or from the Church of England: 
and a suggestion is thrown ou: of the ex- 
pediency of furnishing larger salaries to 
the missionaries.* 


The provincial schools, established by 
the late Mr. Swartz, in several places of 
the Tanjore territory, for the instruction 
of ihe heathenish youth, were continued 
under the patronage of Government and 
the Rajah of Tanjore, who continued to 
be very liberal and kind, not only to Mr. 
Kolhotf, but also to the family of the late 
Mr. Horst. 


Mr Pezold had visited, and adminis- 
tered the sacrament to, the Chrisiians at 
S! Thomas’s Mount; at which time he 
had also had the opportunity of distribut- 
Ing, among European soldiers and ther 
children, many of the Society’s books. 


The Rev. Mr. Kolhoff, in a letter dated 
Tanjore, Feb 4 1814, apologizes for his 
long silence, by stating his absence from 
Tanjore at the time of the departure of 
the ships. By the mercy of God he had 
enjoyed a tolerable state of health during 
the past year; and had been enabled, not 
only to preach the Word of Ged on Sun- 
days, but to attend to the usual duties of 
instructing the children in the school, and 
the catechumens, visiting the sick, and 
laying before Heathens and Papists tie 
salutary truths of the Gospel. ‘he native 
priests and catechists harl faithfully assist- 
ed him in the work of the mission; and 
the former had been of great benefit to 
the congregations in the country; which 
rendered the decease of Wedanayagam 
taore to be lamented. He had lett a widow 
and three orphans in a destitute state. 


Among the catechumens admitted to the 
congregation last year, were several fami- 
lies, consisting of twenty-four souls, from 
Sirupatoor, in the province of Shevaganza. 
Before thew admission, they were carefully 
mstructed im the truths of Christianity ; 
and he had greai pleasure in adding, that 
their patience under suticrings for the sake 





* ‘Phe Society has made application, in 
conseguence of these urgent calls, 'e Pro- 
fessor Knapp, of Halle in) Saxony, the 
quarter Whence Missi naries bave liherto 
bees saopbed, for two suitable mission- 
aries, but as yet walkout success. 


of Christ, and their firm adherence to theip 
Christian engagements, were not only very 
satisfactory, but had afforded great hope 
of the propagation of Christianity in that 
province. 


At Tanjore, in the year 1812, they had 
baptized 12U; among whom were 58 in- 
fants born in the congregation, and 62 
heathens The Lord’s supper bad been 
administered to 577 persons. ‘Their mar. 
riages had beer 20, and their burials 53, 
In the year 1813, they had baptized 176 
persons; viz 65 children born in the con. 
pregation, and lll heathens. Seven per. 
sons had been received from the popish 
communion. The Lord’s supper had been 
administered to 706 persons. Their mar. 
riages had beeu 31, and their funerals 53, 


The Rev. Mv. Pohle, ina letter dated 
Trichinapely, Jan ol, 1814, states, that in 
the course of the preceainy vear, he had 
bapiized 21 persons 5 Tamuthans, Porta. 
guese, and balt-cast Erglish, meluding 
three nat.ve converis; and had received 
from Popers five persons i .cir commu. 
nicanis, consisting of Tamulians, Portu. 
guese, and others, liad beew -89. The 
English: school children, with some natives 
among them, were venerally about 60, and 
the Tamul-scliool children were generally 
more than 20. Phe Tamul congregation 
consisted of 336 souls; andthe Porturuese 
and half-cast English were about 130, 


His fellow-teachers and schcoolmasters 
were the same as in the preceding year, 
as were their labours and exertions, The 
effects were far from being so consider: 
able as they could wish; but the resources 
of their mission were scanty, and the mea- 
sure of Christian liberality, which they 
formerly experienced, had greatly abated; 
circumstances which rendered the Socie- 
ty’s presents of stores and stationary for 
their mission a great help to them, and 
for which they were very thankful. 


The Rev. Mr. Caemmerer, in a letter 
dated Tranquebar, June 22, 1814, acknow- 
ledges the Society’s donation of 50/ and 
an increased quantity of school-books and 
stationary, in aid of the institution of the 
native free-schools. This had given them 
great satisfaction and encouragement The 
great work of instructing a number of na- 
tive vouths and children in the knowledge 
of Jesus Christ, which Dr Jobn had left 
in a state of good order and prosperity, 
was still continued, under the Divine bless 


ing. 
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The English and Tamulian scholars, on 
the first of June, 1814, amounted to 612; 
besides 251 in the country schools, for the 
children of the lowest, or pariar, cast, in 
vamul, 


The three English schools in Tranque- 
bar, particularly that of seminarisis, were 
so much in reputation, that Protestant, 
Roman-Catholic, and heathen children 
came to be instructed from a distance of 
oy or 30 miles; the parents defraying 
their boarding expenses. Mr. Cacmmerer 
ex:mined them weekly | Besules reading 
the English and ‘Tamul New Testament, 
and repeating by heart a number of Psalms 
and chapters, they write and read, in both 
instructive and pious moral 
stories, Which Dr. John had formed for 
this purpese. Classes, not able to read 
Engish manuscript, write thei spelling in 
the sand, according to the new system, 


Jancuayres, 


The Christian schools attached to the 
mission continued to be very useful Chris- 
tian schoolmasters, educated im the mis- 
sions, were employed, and preferred by 
English and Danish gentiemen, and by the 
native princes, to instruct therr children. 
One of the ‘Tarjore princes, a son of the 
predecessor vi the present Rajah, was re- 
ceiving instruction in the English language 
from a Tanjore Christian, who also gave 
him lessons inthe Beble. The Rajah him- 
self had lately employed a Christian in his 
endowed charity school, His favourable 
disposition towards the missions and mis- 
siouaries, and the monthly support he had 
furnished to one of the learned and favou- 
rite Brahmins of the late Dr. John, he sull 
continued, that he might assist Mr Caem- 
merer ia the direction of the heathen free- 
schouls, 


In the preceding March he had visited 
the Portuguese and Tamul congregations 
at Nerapatam, where he had administered 
the sacrament to &5 Christians. The mis- 
sion English school there, in which from 
60 '0 70 chi'dren were instructed, was in 
avery promising state Finding the in- 
creased labours of the reader there, Mr. 
Younke, to be ‘oo much for him, an assis- 
tant, at his r-quest, had been engaged for 
the school The Dutch church was about 
to be renaired by the Government, to 
Whom the Eur pean inhabitants of Nega- 
patam had made their application; but 
the Tamul church, and catechist’s house, 
Were ina sad state; and they had not the 
immediate prospect of means by which 
they might get them repaired. 
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The letters from the missionaries con- 
tain, for the first time, information of the 
proceedings of other societies, both mis- 
sionary and Bible But as we have already 
been enabled to give the same information 
from the original sources, we have omitted 
it in this abstract. 


The great exertions on the part of the 
Society, to extend its efficiency, have 
pressed heavily on its funds, and cath 
therefore for the continued and increasing 
support of the benefactions and legacies of 
vell-dispused Christians, 


The audit of last year left no balance in 
the hands of the treasurers, and they were 
under the necessity of selling out upwards 
of 6000/. three per cent consols The 
accession of subscribers has, however, 


been large; the whole number making 
11,46 The receipts in benefactions, 


legacies, annual subscriptions, and divi- 
dends of funds, amounted to 18,.980/. The. 
receipts from the sale of books to 25,2352. 
The salaries and gratuities to the East- 
India Mission amounted to 1,238/. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY, 


Some interesting extracts from the Socie- 
ty’s recent correspondence has just been 
published, from which we have made the 
following selection. 


1. The Rev R. Pinkerton, in a letter 
dated Moscow, May 3, 1816, thus writes : 


*T have this day had the very great 
pleasure of attending the third anniversary 
of the Moscow Bible Society. The meet- 
ing was held ina large hall of the newly 
re-built palace of the late Metropolitan 
Platon, and, notwithstanding the very un- 
favourable state of the weather, was nu- 
merously attended, and graced by the 
presence of the first men in this city, both 
clergy and laity. The Archbishop Augus- 
tin pronounced a most animating and ap- 
propriate speech; in which he dwelt, with 
much eloquence and feeling, on the deso- 
lated state of this metropolis when the 
Society was first founded, and on the great 
efforts which. by the blessing of God, it 
had been enabled to make, to compensate, 
with the treasures of Revelation, the losses 
which so many then sustained—to feed the 
fatherless and widows ; bind up the bro- 
ken-hearted; and‘administer comfort te 
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the afflicted, by the distribution of that 
spiritual food, balm, and consolation, with 
which the holy Scriptures abound. He 
displayed, in striking colours, the wonder- 
ful love of God to our generation, who, 
When infidelity, with all its irain of inqui- 
ties, and wars, and contusion, and desoia- 
tions, had defused the lund of Christen- 
dom with the blood of :ts inhabitants, was 
pleased, amidst this awful! scene of human 
Wo, to fase up shining witnesses to the 
truth, by the establisiiment of Bible So- 
cicties In so many Cifferent nations, and to 
crown ther exernons with such drs in- 
giished success, in disseininating the glo- 
Tious tospel of merey and pesce. The 
speech fthe Archbisiionp made, visibly, a 
deep impression on the cumerous audience, 
and prepared thea minds to listen with 
attention to the detailed Report of the 
Committee; from which the following is 
an extract :— 


“Numbers of our countrymen fiock 
daily to the depository, to purchase, or 
gratuitously to obtain, the holy Scriptures 
in the Slavonic language.” It is ently 
necessary to beliold with what ansiety the 
poor, yea, the meanest of the pe: ple, en- 
deavour to obtain the Divine Book, con- 
taining the testimony of the love and mer- 
ey of tie Most High to the children of 
men, in order to be convinced of the salu- 
tary effects of Bible Societies, and the 
necessity that existed for their establish- 
ment” * Blessed are they which do hun- 

er and thirst after righteousness, for they 
shall be filled. The Bishops of Ekateti- 
nasiof, Koursk, Tobolsk, and Irkutsk, de- 
sirous of blessing their respective flecks 
by the distribution of the sacred Scrip- 
tures, have ordered a great number of co- 
pies for this purpose.” 


2. The same gentleman, ina letter dated 
May 31, 1816, gives an axccoun! of the for. 
mation of a Bible Society at Simpheropol, 
the capital of the peninsula of ‘Pauridia, 
containing a penulation ef 200,0°0 Maho- 
medans, and 100,000 Christians and Jews. 
The Governor of the Crimea presided on 
the occasion, and spoke with singular ef- 
fect. OF O00 subscribers. who had already 
put doewr ther names, 76 were Mahome- 


dans, and 5 Caraire Jews, 


8. The Rev. J. Paterson, on the 16th 
June, 1816, writes as follows from Peters- 
Purg i 


* Yesterday the Russian Bible Socje. 
held its third anniversary tn the Taurign 
Palace. At the appointed hour the hall 
was nearly full: many strangers were pre. 
sent; and, among o.liers, the eMinest! 
worthy representative of the Beitish Ng, 
tien, and of the British and Foreicn B bl 
Society, the Bart of Cathcart. Wien liig 
lordship came into the room, he pressed 
my hand, and, looking round on the com, 
pany, observed, * Here we behold mey of 
al! nations assembied? § Yes, 1 added 
‘and for the mest glorious purpose f 
aending the Bible to all nations? — Qyp 
noble president, Prince Galitzin, took his 
seat at the head of the table, supported on 
the rght oy that distinguished prelate, ihe 
Archbishop Michael, and on the left 
the Romman-Cathelie Metropolitan. The 
presiden opened the meeting with a Short Be 
but peculiarly excellent speech. The sah 
cretary, Mr, Papoft, then read the Repog 
--s Most interesting document, in which, 
to shew the progress made by the Society, 
In tS Means andin its work, a comparison 
was staed between the two first: years of 
its existence and the last vear. One hun. 
dred and fifty seven thousand one hundred 
copies of the Scriptures have been printed, 
are in band, or abeut to be printed, in 
thicty editions and sixteen diferent lan 
guages. Besides which, translations am 
preparng in the modern Russtan, and 
Matthew and Jehn firashed ; ard in the 
Turkish with Armenian characters, of 
which Mathew is nearly finished : these 
will make thenumber ofthe languages engh 
teen. Facts were mentioned, aud extracts 
ef correspondence read, which proved that 
the Divine blessing had rested in an emis 
nent derree on the Secicty’s endeavours to 
distribute the holy Sc: iptures The poor 
have thereby been enriched, the bands of 
the prisoner loosened, the sick and_ the 
dving comforted, the prodigal reclaimed, 
and the heavenly pilgrim strengthened for 
his journey, and enabled to proceed ov his 
Way rejoicing, Nominal Christians, who, 
in consequence of their being deprived of 
the light of Divine Revelation for centu 
nes past, ether worshipped they knew tot 
what, or were beginning to adore the 
works of their own hands, or to pay theit 
devotions at the shrine of the false pro 
phet, have seen a light shine in a dark 
place, uniil the dav dawn, and the day stat 
arise in their hearts. Heathens and Ma- 
homedans have seen the star in the east, 
which in due time will lead them, through 
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PEthe house ef their worthy pastor. 
a thev were a litue siy cf persons so much 
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the tender mercies ofgur God, to the Child 
bors and the Son given.’ ** A tribute of 


jus! commendattou Was paid to our great 


& and good patron, Ins imperial majesty. 


Wohatthe Briush and Foreivn Bible Socie- 
ty had done for Russia was Celineated in 4 
3 i) te , sic rye 

manner wich snewed, that, in this got. 
like cause, there was a biessitg in receiy- 
Ming, as well ws in giving, 
Bc Cominittee, wud of the whole assembly, 
F yeas expressed towards the noodle vepreset.- 
“Ptative cf your Society, and his lordship 
evidently felt the honour done to him and 
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PB his country.” 


4, The same gentleman, in a subse- 
quent letter, dated: July 13, com Dal- 
Pivln, states : 


“The Dean of Dorpat has established in 
his parisi a Bible Association amoug the 
peasants. Some subscribe ten, others ify 
copeks annttaily; some a vabie, and even 

Mepore” “The Society consists of between 
Metiree ood tour hundred peasants. Tie 
Wcominiitee meet regularly for business in 
Al iirst, 


PMteir superiors, and particularly when ine 
Yyited to sit with them at the same table, to 


PAconsut about matters of so much impor- 





“Atance. Now they feel themselves quite at 


) cesse; and the worthy Dean assured us, 


Po owith the tear of joy sparkling in his eye, 


Pe athat be nad selktom heard so much goud 
sense, of remarks so judicious, a§ those ut- 
> “tered by these good peasants tn their meet- 
Hisgs ofthe committee. ibis summer they 
Sheid their first annual meeting.” “The 
- Setiect produced was astonishing The poor 
= |peasuts saw thetseives to be feilow- 
ewerkers with all who are good and great, 
Sin the best of causes. heir ideas were 

| expanded, and they retired with reluctance 
ifrom this most interesting meeting, A 
inumber became subscribers, who had not 
contributed before: nor was this all; the 
stidings of this new thing spread around, 
sand the peasants in some of the neighbour- 
‘ing parishes have come forward, and re- 
quested that their pastors would ‘establish 
| Such a Bibie Society among them. We 
Made arrangements with the Comimitee 
at Dorpat: for having them established in 
all the parishes, which we hope will soon 

© be done? * Just while all these things 
are going forward, the humane Alexander 
Wving treedom to the peasants in Estho- 
ia: the law is passed; the ukase is print- 
nz, and arrange nents are inaking for put- 
ng ik inte execution; but they must be 
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raised in some degree in the scale of being, 
before they could really enjoy the good 
preparing for them ; they must feel that 
they also have moral worth—that they are 
men. And when we take into the account 
the edect which, by the blessing of God, 
vill be produced, by the reading of the 
Scriptures, vn the mincds of these oppressed 
and neglected human beings, and connect 
ell these with the change about to take 
piace in their political existence, we must 
stand still, and exclaim, *O the depth of 
the riches both of the wisdom and know- 
ledee of God, how unsearchable are his 
judgmenis, and his ways past finding 


out !? 


5. The Rev. E. Henderson gives a fae 
vourable account of his reception in Hol- 
stein. 


6. The Very Rev. Dean Hertzherg, in 
a letter dated near Borgen in Norway, 
August 19, 1816, conveys the thanks of 
every Norwegian for the grant of 5002. 
to the Norwegian Bible Scctety. 


7. The Right Rev. C. C. Merlen, gene- 
ral superintendent of the principality of 
Osnaburg, gives a pleasing account of 
the aumety existing there to obtain the 
word of God. “Qur catholic fellow. 
labourers,” he adda, “ labour with us hand 
iahand The New Testament of Leander 
Von Ess is Cisseminating.” “A Bible Soe 
cie:y has lately been established at Det- 
mold, under the patronage of the ruiing 
princess at Lippe Detmold, which has al- 
ready begun its operations.” 


8 The fifth Report ofthe Calcutta Auxi- 
liary Bible Society gives the following 
view of its transactions since its forma. 
tion :—* it procured and distributed in difs 
ferent parts of Asta, above 3000 Portuguese 
Festaments; printed, and transmitted for 
distribution to the coast and Ceylen, 5000 
Tamul Testaments; printed and sent to 
Ceylon 2000 Cinyvalese Testaments; print- 
ed and sent to Amboyna nearly 2000 Malay 
Testaments in the Roman character, be- 
sides another thousand retained to accome 
pany an equal number of the Old Testa. 
meat now in the press; commenced an 
edition of 200JU copies of the Armenian 
B:ble, and undertook to print 2000 c pies 
of ihe ‘Pamul Bible, 2000 of the iftindoa- 
stanee Testament inthe Nagrce character, 
1000 copies ot the Old Testament, and 
3000 of the New Testament, in the Malay 
language, and Arabic charscter, and air 
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edition of the New Testament in the 
Malayalim or Malabar language and cha- 
racter ; besides obtaining trom England, 
through the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, 2000 English Bibies, and the same 
number of English ‘estaments, which are 
now for sale at reduced prices, at the 
Society’s depository ; or have been sent to 
other places, where they were urgenily 
wanted.” 


9. Ina letter from Amboyna, dated 
August I, 1815, an account is given of 
the formation of the Amboyna Bible Socie- 
ty, for Amboyna and the adjacent islansis, 
These islands, independently of the heatiien 
tribes, contain 2U 900 Chiristians, who are 
destitute of the word of God. They ex- 
pect Malay Bibles trom Calcutta, and look 
for a farther supply from Grea: Britain. 
The Society has remitted 346/. to the pa- 
rent Society. 


10. A letter from his Excellency Gover- 
nor MacCarthy, conveys intelligence ofthe 
establishment of a Bibie Society at Serra 
Leone, The Society has remitted 19i/. as 
its first contribution. 


The Committec, in conclusion, deem it 
necessary to state, ‘that mew and exten. 
sive fields for the operations of this Society 
are continually opening in various parts of 
the world, which will require unremitred 
exertions, on the part of the Auxiliaries 
and friends of the institution, to provide 
the necessary funds; the expenditure hav. 
ing, during the last year, exceeded the re- 
ceipts by several thousand pounds.” 


LONDON SOCLETY FOR PROMOTING 


CHRISTIANITY AMONG THE JEWS. 

The following is an abstract of the Re. 
port of this Society delivered at the gene- 
ral annual meeting on the 3d of May last. 


The whole of the Four Gospels in He- 
brew have at length been published, after 
undergoing the inspection of the most 
learned Hebrew scholars; andthe remain- 
ing books of the New Testament a e print- 
ing Pains have been taken to circulate 
the Gospels already published in various 
parts of the continent. Pleasing test:mo- 
nials have been received, from various 
quarters, of the accuracy of the transla- 
tion. 


A new Auxiliary Society has been form- 
éd at Bristol, from which 7172. have been 
received The whole amount received 
from Auxiliary Societies has been 1745/.— 





Lectures on Jewish subjects have heen ™ 
stituted at Bristol, and are recommended 
in other towns. 


The congregational collections have 
amounted ta 15602 ;) and Clergymen 
throughout the kongdom are earnesi| 
solicited to aid the society in this Way 

The Society have under their charoa 
forty-two boys ane fort oir] a 

; . ys ance y $iris.” In the 
course of the year, six boys have bees 
placed out as apprentices, and three girls 
iW service. 


Great praise is given to the conduct of 
the female department of the Society, 


The committee of ladics in the metro. 
polis are stated to have displayed dist. 
gushed I:berakty, ability, and zeal, both jn 
aiding the generai cuuse, and in. superin. 
tending the female schoot and asylum, 


During the last year, the Answer of the 
Rev. T. Scott to the Rabbi Cro. It, has been 
publsied *—The monthly publication of 
the Society has been enlarged from the Ist 
January, 1816. and now appears under the 
title ofthe “Jewish Expositor” and Friend 
of israel.” The contributions of the fricnds 
of the Jews to this work are solicited— 
The only remaining publicatisn of the So. 
ciety is a selection of Psalms and Hymns for 
the use of the Episcopal Jews’ Chapel, by 
the Rev. C. S. Hawtry. 


Monthly Lectures are now delivered on 
subjects relative to the Jews, both at Ben 
tinck Chapel and at St Swithen’s, London 
Stone ; as well as at Ely Chapel, as for. 
merly. 


The Episcopal Jews’ Chapel has only oe- 
casionally been frequented by unconverted 
Jews Being acceptable, however, to the 
Christian community in its neighbourhood, 
it has defrayed its own expenses, exclusive 
of a heavy ground rent, The Jewish chil 
dren are publicly catechised here during 
Lent. Itis intended to preach a series of 
sermons in this chapel on the first Wedres 
day in each month, i proof ofthe Messial- 
shop of Christ.—In this chapel, one adult 
Jew and four children have been baprized. 
The former has since proved himselt 
unworthy of participating in that ordi 
nance. Besides these, six other Jews 





* For a review of this work, see our Vo! 
for 1815, p. 809, 
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shiefly foreign, have been admitted to 
Christian baptism. An account of the con- 
version of one of these, a Polish Jew, ts 
given at some length; but we doubt the 
expediency of such narratives, with a view 
both to the public and to the individuals who 
gre the subjects of them, until a longer 
period of probation shall have established 
the reality of the conversion. 


From the circumstance that many Jews 
have lateiy become subscribers to Bible 
Associations, tiie Report very faily infers, 
that the disposition of the Jews is oper 
ing More heen ble towards Chnmstianity 
and it recommenés, we think with preat 
propriety, that this disposition shouid be 
met, and their prejudices obviated, by 
putting into their hands the Scriptures in 
Hebrew. 


The Committee have adopted various 


reguiatinns ta prevent the abuse of the 


tesjporat atid granted to Jews; and they 
are engaged sedulously in devising means 
fur giving the adult Jews regular employ- 
ment. 


Considerable retrenchments have been 
made in the expenditure of the Society, 
and still farther reductions are medita- 
ted ;—ba' when the extent of the fieid be- 
fore them 1s considered, no permanent re- 
duction tin the total expenditure can be 
reasonably anticipated, In the mean time, 
a zealous friend of the Society has set on 
foot an establishment to prepare. instru- 
ments for its further operations, which 

the Society must take upon itself as soon 
a8 its funds will permit. The debts of the 
Society have been discharged, with the 
exception of 15007 owing to benevolent 
persons, Who are willing to prolong the 
term of payment. 


The foreign correspondence of the Soci- 
ety seems to indicate that a great change 
is silently operating throughout the conti- 
nent, not only in the civil and political state 
of the Jews, but in the moral and religious 
views of many of them. 


The Report is preceded by a sermon 
preached on the day of meeting, by the 
Rev. Daniel Wilson, A.M. from Rom xi. 
“I—27, and marked with all that gentle- 
man’s known piety, zeal, and talent We 
éannot better close this article than by an 
extract from the conciuding part of this 
discourse. Hitherto, observes the preach- 
er, “ @hristians, instead ef praying fer 
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and endeavouring to save the Jew, have 
despised and contemned him, They have 
admitted the immense debt of gratitude 
they owe to that nation, ‘from which as 
concerning the flesh Christ came ;? ‘hey 
have admitted the duty of forgiving our 
enemies, and praying for them that perse- 
cute us ; they have admitted penerally the 
great mystery of their future salvation ; 
they have even admitted the duty of at- 
tempting their conversion ;—but with all 
these admissions, has not, I muy ask, a 
lurking contempt and indifference paralized 
almost every exertion in their favour ? Have 
not Christians, like the priest in our Lord’s 
parable, passed by or the other side ? Have 
they not been content quietly to enjoy ihe 
privileges of that church into which the 
mercy of God had brought them, whilst a 
poisonous, though subtle, conceit has in- 
fected their whole frame and habit of think- 
ing as it relates to the Jews? And ts not 
the humbling of this fatal pride of heart the 
design of the Apostle in my text, and the 
necessary prelude to deep and genuine 
compassion toward the Israel of God ? Let 
self-conceit, then, be banished from our 
minds ; and let compassion fill every breast 
for the fallen glory of Isracl! Let all ten- 
dencies to presumption on our own privi- 
leges, or to indifference as to the derelic- 
tion of others, be carefully guarded agaist! 


Rather, like our Apostte, fet us speak, if 


we must speak, of the guilt even of the 
Jews as the enemies of the Cross of Christ, 
not without tears! Let us endeavour, with 
him, to provoke them to emulation, and to 
save some. Let it be our tLearts’ desire, 
and fervent prayer to God tor Israel, that 
they may be saved! Let us be willing to 
endure any sufferings, and to enter upon 
any labours, for the ancient and now dis- 
pe “rsed house of Jacob. Bui why do I 
spesk of the Apostle as our pattern in this 
duty ? I would rather lead you to the low- 
ly Saviour, and bid you observe him as he 
wept over the very city which he pronoun. 
ced rejected of God ! 1 would call on you to 
listen to his tender address to the daughters 
of Jerusalem, ashe wasdragged tothe mount 
of ee ecag sive I would invite you to hear 
his dying intercession for his «ery murder- 
ers, whilst engaged in nailing him to the 
cross; * Father, forgive them, for they 
know not whatthey do” And I would ask, 
ifevery heart should not be softened into 
sorrow? 1 would ask, if any apathy ought 
still to regard usin the work of benevo- 
lence, if any conceit of ourselves should 
chill that ardour of love, which such ex- 
amples ought to kindle to a flame 2” 
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“* Need I add, in order to touch more ex- 
pressiy on the particular society for which 
Tappear before you, that all the topics we 
have been reviewing in this discourse—ihe 
present state of the Jews—their future 
prospects —and our consequent duty, unite 
in recommending the efforts of that institu- 
tion which is expressly engaged in this 
great work. I do not ask for a dispropor- 
tionate or excessive attention to this branch 
of Vhristian benevolence, I esk only that 
this Society should share vour labours and 
partake of your prayers and suppert. lL ask 
that the Jew may not be neglected in the 
general ardour for spreading the Gespel. 
J ask that, while you are sending vour 
Bibles and your missionaries to the mast 
distant shores, you should not pass over a 
people many of whom are dispersed in 
your owa land and around your very dwell- 
ings. 


“And in asking this, I chould be the 
Jast to countenance any rash or iconside- 
rate measures These would inevitably de- 
feat the design which you have in view. 
On the contrary, the seciety for which | 
plead is desirous of proceeding with the ure 
most circumspection. The very state of 
the Jewish Nation, which we se much de- 
plore, requires this, © These who labour 
gor the conversion of the Tews,’ says Bas- 
nage, ‘ought to be especially catitious, and 
not to trust to any instances ef conversion, 
except where they appear to be altovether 
voluntary Itis not enough that they have 
not proceeded from tear or hope of a tem- 
poral nature ; they should be confirmed by 
solid proofs and a sure method of investiga- 
tion” Nothing can be more important thao 
this remark. None lament more than the 
members of the Society itself, any errors 
into which its early proceedings may have 
been betrayed, and none are more anxious, 
under God’s biessing, to pursue measures 
of exact prudence in their future conduct. 


**In the mean time, let it not be for- 
gotten, with gratitude to the Giver of all 
ssood, that much bas actually been effected 
in the very few years of the Society’s opera- 
tions. A correspondence has been opened 


with pious and learned Christians in various 
parts of the world; a translation of the 
New Testament into pure Hebrew has 
been in part accomplished ; a large num- 
ber of Jewish children have been educated, 
with the full consent of their parents, in 
the Christian faith ; an Episcopal Chapel 


[Cct, 


for the Jews has been erected in the Quar. 
ter of the town where they most abound . 
courses of lectures for the instructioy of 
the Jews have been preached mn Various 
other parts of Londen; many different 
works connecied with Jewish htevature 
have beea published ; and above all, some 
adult Jows have been truly converted, ag 
we hope, to the faith of our Lord and sq. 
viour, and admitted by baptism into the 
Chistian church. 


‘cor supporting, then, a cause thus 
promisine in its first efforts, as well ag 
splendid in its future prospects, I now gg. 
licit your benevolence. Assist us in fur. 
thering the design. Aid us in spreading 
among the Jews the tidings of salvation, 
Help us to piace within their reach the 
mecns of knowiedge, to remove as far ag 
possible ailimpediments to its reception, 
and to impress at length on the Jew the 
conviction that we are sincerely and cordj. 
ally labouring for his welfare. What suc. 
cess it mey please God eventually to grant 
tothe Society, it is not for us to predict, 
It is ours to make the attempt, in humble 
dependence on the aid of his Spirit and 
eyace And I am = sure, that British 
Christians will not fail to support the 
honour of their coumry and of their re 
lerion in respect to this particular seciety, 
a6 they supportit so honourably in regard to 
every other branch of benevolence und 
mercy. 1 know they can never be back. 
ward in a project which, though more show 
and painful in its first development than 
many ethers, becomes therefore only a 
more inperious duty of the compassionate 
heart; and which being mingled with all 
our brightest hopes of the conversion of 
the world on the ene hand, and sustained 
by all the predictions ofthe Divine purposes 
of mercy on the other, combines tn itself 
more powerful motives for exertion than 
were perhaps ever united in any other 
scheme of mercy which at any period of 
the church has addressed itself to the con- 
science and affections of the believer it 
Jesus Christ.” 


INDIA. 


We extract, from the Church Missiona- 
ry Register, the following account of a 
singular character who has lately dis- 
tinguished himself in Bengal as a Hindo0 
Reformer, 
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Rammohun Roy is a Brahmin, about 32 
vearg of age, of extensive landed property, 
snd of great consideration and influence. 
He is shrewd, active, prepossessing in his 
manners, and versed in various languages ; 
ainong the rest, the English, which he 
writes and speaks correctly. His great 
Dayiness is to give lectures to his country- 
“you the Unity ef the Gedhead. He 
crates, that the religion of Mahomet at 
fost made some impressicn on him, but a 
theracquaintance with it convinced him 
could not be from God. He is accuaint- 
ed with the Christian Scriptures, aid :s 
seid to study them. His fotlowers are 
stated to amount to nearly 500. The 
Bramins are reported to have twice at- 
tempted his life, but he was oa his guard. 
He lias published different tracts both in 
English and in Persian, and Bengalee, 
directed against the grosser superstitions 
of the Hindoos, but obviously intended to 
rec mmend their more ancient and refin- 
edcreed. One of these tracts 1s intruduc- 
ed by the following address, ‘*To the 
Believers of the only True God :— 
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“The greater part of Brahmins, as of 
other sects of Hindoos, are quite incapa- 
ble of justifving that idolatry which they 
continue to practise. When questioned on 
tlie subject, in place of adducing reason- 
able argumenis in support of their conduct, 
they conceive it fully sufficient to quote 
their ancestors as positive authorities. 
And some of them are become very ill 
disposed towards me, because I have for- 
sakea idolatry, for the worship of the true 
and eternal God. 


“In order, therefore, to vindicate my 
own faith, and that of our early forefathers, 
Ihave been endeavouring, for some time 
past, to convince my countrymen of the 
true meaning of our sacred book ; and to 
prove, that my aberration deserves not the 
opprobrium which some unreflecting per. 
sons have been so ready to throw upon ine, 


“The whole body of the Hindoo theo- 
logy, law, and literature, is contained in 
the Veds, which are affirmed to be coeval 
with the creation. These works are ex- 
tremely voluminous ; and being written in 
the most elevated and metaphorical style, 
are, as may be well supposed, in many 
passages seemingly confused and contra- 
dictory. Upwards of two thousand years 
ago, the great Byas, reflecting on the per- 
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petual difficulty arising from these sources, 
composed, with great discrimination, a 
complete and compendious abstract of the 
whole; and also reconcifed those texts 
which appeared to stand at variance. This 
work he termed the * Vedant,” which, 
compounded of two Sungscrit words, sig- 
nifies the ** Resolution of all the Veds,” 
It has continued to be most highly revered 
by all the Hindoos; and, in place of the 
uore diffuse arguments of the Veds, is 
always referred to as equal authority But, 
from its being concealed within the dark 
curtain of the Sangscerit language, and the 
Brahmins permitting themselves alone to 
interpret, or even to touch, any book of 
the kind, the “ Vedant,” although perpe- 
tually quoted, is lithe known to the public ¢ 
and the practice of few Hindoos, indeed, 
bears the least accordance with its pre- 
cepts. 


‘In pursuance of my vindication, I have, 
to the best of mv abilities, translated ‘his 
hitherto-unknown work, as well as an 
abridgment thereof, into the Hindoostanee 
and Bengalee languages; and distributed 
them, free of cost, among my own coun. 
trymen, as widely as circumstances have 
possibly allowed. The present is an en. 
deavour to render an abridgment of the 
same inte English; by which I expect to 
prove to my European friends, that the 
superstitious practices which deform the 
Hindoo religion have nothing to do with 
the pure spirit of its dictates. 


“T have observed, that, both in their 
writings and conversation, many Europe- 
ans feel a wish to palliate and softer: the 
features of Hincdoo idolatry; and are in 
clined to inculcate, that all objects of wor- 
ship are considered by their votaries as 
emblematicsl representations of the Sue 
preme Divinity. Hf this were indeed the 
case, | might perhaps be led into some 
examination of the subject : but the truth 
is, the Hindoos of the present day have no 
such views of the subject, but firmly be- 
lieve in the veal existence of innumerable 
gods and goddesses, who possess, in their 
own departments, full and independent 
power, and to propitiate them, and not the 
true God, are temples erected and cere- 
monies performed. There can be no 
doubt, however, and it is my whole design 
to prove, that every rite has its derivation 
from the allegorical adoration of the true 
Deity u but, at the present day, all this is 

4 2 









































eee r- 


ee ee oe 








684 


forgotten; and, among many, it is even 
heresy to mention it. 


**T hope it will not be presumed, that I 
intend to establish the preference of my 
faith over tha ofather men. The result 
of controversy on such a subject, however 
Multiplied, must be ever unsatisfactory ; 
for the reasoning faculiy, which leads men 
to certainty in things within its reach, pro- 
duces no effect on questions beyond its com- 
prehension, I do no more than assert, that, 


if correct reasoning, and the dictates of 


common sense, induce the belief of a wise, 
uncreated Being, who is the supporter and 
ruler of the boundless universe ; we sheuld 
aiso consider him the most powerful and 
supreme Existence, far surpassing our 
powers of comprehension or description ; 
and, although men of uncuhtivated minds, 
and even some learned ind viduals (but in 
this one point blinded by prejudice,) rea- 
dily choose, as the object of their adora- 
tien, any thing which they can always see, 
and which they pretend to feed, the ab- 
surdiy of such conduct ts not thereby, in 
the least degree, diminished. 


‘* My constant reflections on the incon. 
venient, or rather injurious, rites, intro. 
duced by the peculiar practice of Hindoo 
idolatry, which, more than any other Pa. 
gan worship, destroys the texture of soci- 
ety—together with compassion for my 
eountrymen—have compelled me to use 
every possible effort to awaken them from 
their dream of error; and, by making 
them acquainted with their Scriptures, 
enable them to contemplate, with true de- 
votion, the unity and omnipresence of 
nature’s God, 


‘* By taking the path which conscience 
and sincerity direct, I, born a Brahmin, 
have exposed myself tothe complainings 
and reproaches, even of some of my rela- 
tions, whase prejudices are strong, and 
whose temporal advantage depends upon 
the present system. But these, however 
accumulated, I can tranquilly bear; trust- 
ing that a day will arrive, when my humble 
endeavours will be viewed with justice— 
perhaps acknowledged with gratitude. At 
any rate, whatever men may say, I cannot 
be deprived of this consolation: my mo- 
tives are acceptable to that Being, who be- 
holds in secret, and compensates openly.” 


The tract itself is short, extending to 
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fourteen pages in quarto. It is an abridg. 
ment of the Vedant of Byas, whom Kan. 
mohun Roy represents as ‘ the greatest of 
the lodian theologistsy philosophers, a.q 
poets.” He professes to give the rea) 
sense of the Vedant and Veds on the mog 
important peints of Hindoo theology 
which he affirms to have been mistinder. 
stood and forgotten. He asserts the unity, 
spirituality, ommipresence, and omnipo. 
tence of the Supreme Being—that He jg 
the sole object of worship—that ihe ado. 
ration of Him ts required of mankind—thg 
moral principle is a part of the adoration 
of God, with reliance on, and self. resigna. 
tion tu, the only true Being, and an aver, 
sion to worldly conusiderations—and that 
devotion to the Supreme Being js not lim. 
ited to any holy place or sacred couniry, 


The author, however, is driven to the 
most absurd subtleties and refinements, in 
attempting to Make out some meaning in 
the Hindoo Creed. He nevertheless pro. 
muigateg principles which seem destruc. 
tive of caste and subversive of other peca. 
liarities of sttudoo superstition, 


There seems a considerable measure of 
light in the following passage :— 


“©The Ved now illustrates the mode in 
which we should worship the Supreme 
Being; viz § To God we should ap 
proach, of him we should hear, of him we 
should think, and to him we should at 
tempt to approximate” The Vedant also 
elucidates the suject thus: © The three 
latter directions, in the above guoted text, 
are conducive to the first; viz. Approach. 
ing to God. These three are in reality 
included in the first (as the direction for 
collecting fire in the worship of fire ;) for 
we cannot approach to God, without hear 
ing and think:ng of him, nor without at- 
tempting to make our approximation ; and 
the last, viz. Attempting to approximate 
to God, is required until we have approach- 
ed him” By hearing of God is meant, 
hearing his declarations, which estabiish 
his unity; and by thinking of him is meant, 
thinking of the contents of the law ; and by 
attempting to approximate to himis meat, 
attempting to apply our minds to that true 
Being, on which the diflusive existence ot 
the Universe relies, in order that, by means 
of the constant practice of this attempt, 
we may appreach to him. The Vedant 
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states, that ‘constant practice of devotion 
ecessary, it being represented so by the 
ved, and also adds, that ‘ we should 
ad re Gad, till we approach to him, and 
even then not forsake his adoration, such 
wsihority beang found in the Ved.” 






Pub. Affairs—Eleetion of French Defuties——Iioly Alliance. 685 


The rise of this new sect, the zeal and 
subtlety displayed by its founder, with 
its obvious tende cy to undermine the 
fabric of Hindoo superstition, are ob- 
jects worthy of the serious attention of 
Christians, 


VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


Wz alluded, in our last number, to the dis- 
solution of the French charober of deputies, 
Phe new elections have been completed ; 
but what wil be the prevailing character 
of ihe persons returned, it is very difficult 
to say. The general opinion seems to be, 
that although the ministerial party, the 


Constitutionalists, as they call themselves, . 


wilhave gained a majority inthe assembly, 
it will by no means be a preponderating one. 
We do not pretend to have sutficient know- 
jedge of the interior state of France, or of lie 
arcana of French political parties, even to 
bazard a speculation as to the expediency 
of the measure of dissolving the former 
chamber, or the probable effect of the 
triumph of the Constitutionalists. If this 
designation were justly attributed to them, 
we should have no hesitation i anticipating 
the best consequences from such an event. 
But whatever may be our distrust of this 
party, itis exceeded by that which we feel 
respecung the purposes and intentions of 
those Who are styled ultra-royalists, whose 
real objects, we imagine, fall lithe short of 
the reinstatement of the noblesse in all 
their feudal rights, and of the clergy in all 
their ancient possessions and abused pri- 
vileges. We wait, therefore, not without 
some anxiety, the farther development of 
events; and shall only add, that whatever 
may be our apprehensions, our sincere 
wishes are, that what has taken place may 
conduce to the permanent tranquillity and 
growing prosperity of that kingdom, 


Switzerland has acceded to what has 
been called the Holy Alliance; and the 
iollowing letter of our prince regent to the 
emperor of Russia, the emperor of Austria, 
and the king of Prussia, would seem to in- 
dicate that he had virtually done so too :— 

** Carlton House, Oct. 6, 1815. 

“My dear brother and cousin,—I have 
had the honour to receive your (:mperial) 
Majesty’s letter, together with the copy of 
the treaty between your majesty and your 


high allies, signed at Paris on the 26th of 
September, As the forms of the British 
Constitution, which I am called upon to 
maintain in the name and in the place of 
the King my father, prevent me from acced- 
ing to the treaty in the form in which it is 
laid before me, I choose this way to con- 
vey, to the august sovereigns who have 
signed it, my entire Corenirence in the 
principles which they have expressed, and 
in the declaration which they have made, 
that they will take the Divine precepts of 
the Christian religion as the unalterable rule 
of their conduct, in all their sucial and po- 
litical connections, and confirm the union 
which should always exist between all 
Christian nations. It will be ever my «cri- 
ous endeavour to guide mv conduc, in the 
Situation in which Divine Providence has 
placed me, according to these holy prin- 
ciples, and to co-operate with my high 
alhes in all measures wlhich ave calculated 
to contribute to the peace and welfare of 
mankind I remain, with the most unaltera- 
ble feelings of friendship and regard, my 
dear brother and cousin, 
“ Your (imperial) majesty’s brother and 
cousin, 
(Signed) 


God grant that such principles may 
become practically and universally in- 
fluential ! 


“ Georce, P.R” 


The return of the consolidated fund, for 
the quarter ending the 5th instant, shews a 
surplus of nearly two millions sterling, 
which is doubiless a very consolatory cir- 
cumstance. ‘The satisfaction arising from 
it is, however, considerably damped by the 
great rise which has taken place in the 
corn-market, in consequence of the un- 
favourable state of the weather for gather. 
ing intheharvest. This rise, while it must 
doubtless tend to relieve the pressure that 
has lain with such weight on the agricul- 
tural interest, we fear will be made use 
ef, by our designing demagogues, to ag- 
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gravate the public discontents. These 
discontents, both i this country and in 
Ireland, appear to be attaining a height 
which caliis for the most vigilant interposi- 
tion of the government, and the zealous 
Co-operation of every triend to the peace, 
good order, and weli-being of his country. 
We trust that the religious part of the 
community, especially, will manifest the 
excellence of their principles, not only by 
the propriety of their own conduct, but by 
their efforts to remove those most unrea- 
sonable prejudices which form the alleg- 
ed, periiaps the real, ground of the exist- 
ing disquiet. That i this enlightened age 
and country, men should be found absurd 
and weak enough to suppose, that they 
shall alleviate their own distress by setting 
fire to the barns or corn-rcks of their 
neighbours; or thar they shall increase 
the demand for our manufactures by de- 
Stroving the machinery which has alone 
enabled us to retain any foreign market at 
all, is scarcely to be believed. But when 
men of superior informa'ion seem to favour 
such a principle, as that the use of machi- 
nery is injurious to the labouring class, we 
must be uncharitable enough to suppose 
that the principle is adopted with a view 
to some less creditable end than the relief 
of the poor. Instead of this, the poor 
ought to be taught that petitions against 
machinery are, in facr, petitions directed, 
not only against the commercial greatness 
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of England, but against their own ingiy; 
dual interests. Itis taking security agains. 
present pressure, by sacrificing all thei 
means of permanent subsistence, |, * 
like eating up the seed corn which js to 
furnish future harvests. A much more sen: 
sible and rational course is pursued in 
many districts, and we hope it will be. 
come universal; we mean, that of formiy 
local associations for alleviating the diff, 
culties of the poor, and supplying them 
with labour. If, laying aside ail the feel, 
ings of political partisans, the gentlemen 
throughout the country were cordially to 
co-operate in the benevolent effort to re, 
lieve the present distress, while they firmly 
repressed every species of turbulence and 
disorder, we should have no doubt of soon 
witnessing a very improved state of the 
public mind. 


In London, the Lord Mayor of last year, 
Mr. Wood, has been re-elecied to that 
hieh office. This singular honour has beep 
conferred upon him by his fellow citizens, 
protessediy on account of his extraording. 
ry activity and vigilance as a magistrate, 


The nolice officers, five in number, de. 
tected in conspiring to draw innocent men 
into the commussion of crimes, in order to 
obtain the reward naid on conviction, have 
been tried and found guilty—three of them 
capitally. 


beige | 


—- 


OBITUARY. 


RICHARD REYNOLDS, ESQ. 


Diep on the 10th Sept. 1816, at 
Cheltenham, aged eighty-one, the 
truly venerable Richard Reynolds, 
of Bristol, a member of the society 
of Friends; who, full of faith, of 
days, of riches, and of honour, was 
gathered to his tathers as a shock of 
corn fully ripe. His Christian be- 
nevolence was not confined to the 
numerous charitable institutions of 
his own city, but was co-extensive 
with the habitable globe. Follow- 
ing the example of his great Mas- 
ter, wherever there was a suffering 
fellow-creature, of whatever colour 
or creed, within bis reach, his open 
purse, hig expanded heart, his hibe- 


ral hand, promptly,’ actively, perse- 
veringly, afforded efficient reliel, 
Ets influential example gave a tone 
to the philanthropic exertions of his 
fellow-citizens, who will long retain 
a deep impression of his extraordi- 
nary worth and transcendent virtue. 

Indced, the spontaneous testimo- 
nies of respect to his memory which 
all ranks. of them evinced on the 
occasion of his funeral, which took 
place on the 18th September, were 
very remarkable. On that day, soon 
after eight o’clock in the morning; 
about five hundred boys from the 
benevolent schools of St. James and 
St. Paul, and the Royal Lancasterian 
School, were formed In two oped 
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columns, extending from each side 


ed the spectators, reminding the 


Vis 
st of the good man’s late dwelling, survivors of the vanity of all things 
eit across Saint James’s Square. Their below; warning them not to put 
ts youthful appearance was well con- their trust In uncertain riches, but 
ens trasied witn the sorrowful counte- in the living God;—alter the exam- 
in nances of numbers of the surround. ple of their deceased friend, to evi- 
be. ing poor, who fiiled the area of the dence their faith by their works, dis- 
ae square, and lined the streets, eager Claiming all merit in them; and to 
~ to pay their last tribute of respect to consider themselves but as stewards 
el. then common benefactor. Most of who must soon render an account of 
en the shops in the streets through their stewardship, and be accepted 
lo which the procession passed were by the Father through the alone me- 
rs shut. About seventy relations of rits of the Son, and the sanctifying 
a the deceased followed the body in influences of the Holy Spirit. These 
- mournful procession, and were joln- cevotional services were closed with 
he ei by maay, both men and women, avery fervent and appropriate prayer 
of the society of Friends, and also —that our Heavenly Father, who ha 
" by above sgy omar of the most seen fit to remove this eminent al- 
. respectable of his fetlow-citizens of moner of his bounty, would, in his 
m oer religious Genominations In good previdence, raise up many 
s, movining j—cnd among them Al- kindred spirits among the rich to 
i dmeo Doniel, Fripp, end Birch, fill up the chasm occasioned by his 
Mi. Sherst? Barrow, snd other mem- removal, and that, in bis abundant 
' bers of the corporation ; J. Butter- care of the poor, he would provide 
, worth, Esq. M, P. 5; together with for their every want, and teach them 
0 several of the resident clergymen how to bear the present trials uf pove- 
e and dissenting ministers of different erty without murmuring, and sance 
l persuasions; the gentlemen of the tify all his dispensations to their 





committees of the Bible Society, the 
Infirmary, the Dispensary, the Sama- 
ritan, the Prudent Man’s Friend, and 
the British and Foreign School So- 
cicties; the Orphan Asylum, the 
Blind Asylum, the Benevolent 
Schools of St. James and St. Paul, 
the Penitentiary, the Stranger’s 
Friend, the Friend in Need, and se- 
veral other charities ; of which Mr. 
Reynolds had been a liberal benefac- 
tor, and of many of them, till within 
afew months of his decease, an ac- 
live member. To the credit of the 
attending thousands, the strictest de- 
corum was maintained. Amidst the 
tolling of several of our church bells, 
the procession reached the grave- 
yard of the Quakers’ Meeting-house 
in Rosemary-street, where, after 
placing the remains of the deceased 
over the grave, a solemn stillness— 
a silence that might be felt—ensued. 
Several Quakers, both men and wo- 
men, in orderly succession, address. 





souls ;—-and ascribing all the glory of 
the ereat example his servant had set 
them, to the Qne God, Father, Son, 
and Spirit, who is worthy of all 
praise and edoration. Thus was the 
memory of the just embalmed in 
the sighs, in the tears, in the prayers 
of his friends and fellow-citizens of 
every name; who, it is understood, 
mean to wear mourning for one 
month. It was in the faith and hope 
of the glorious truths of that Divine 
Revelation, to the circulation of 
which* he so zealously contributed, 


* The Rev. John Owen, in his History 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
says; The author has no apprehension 
of offending those whom he is reluctantly 
compelled to pass over in silence, by men- 
tioning the venerable name of Richard 
Reynolds, Esq. as one of those individuals 
to whose liberal, active, and persevering 
philanthropy, the Bristol Auxiliary Bible 
Society, of which he is so great an orna- 
ment and benefactor, owes its earliest and 
latest obligations.” 
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Obituary: 


and which he was earnestly desirous 
that ail might be able to read, that 
this great Christian philanthropist 
lived and died;—thus adding another 
proof to those daily exhibited of the 
ennobling influence of faith in the 
Son of God. 

The following anecdotes of this 
extraordipary man are given on the 
most satisfactory authority :— 

During the scarcity of 1795, after 
relieving the wants of his immediate 
neighbourhood, he sent, in a cover 
to the London Committee, with only 
these words. * To relieve the wants 
of the poor of the metropolis,” and 
Without any signature, the sum of 
twenty thousand pounds ! 

Applying to a gentleman whom 
he thought rich, but who was really 
only in circumstances of mediocrity, 
to stimulate him to give liberally, he 
made use of this argument: “ When 
gold encircles the heart, It contracis 
It to that degree that 70 good can 1s- 
sue from it ; but when the pure gold 
of faith and love vets into the heart, 
it exfiands it so that the last drop of 
life blood will flow into any channel 
of benevolence.” 

A lady applied to him on behalf of 
an orphan. After he had given 
liberally, she said, * When heis old 
enough, I will teach him to name 
and thank his benefactor.” “ Stop,”’ 
said the good man; “you mistake : 
we do not thank the clouds for the 
rain: teach him to look higher, and 
thank Him who giveth both the 
clouds and the rain.” 

His maxim was; “I am only a 
steward, and must soon render up 
my account; therefore I will make 
my own hands my executors :’’ yet 
he laid out 10,0002. in estates; the 
rents to be divided, for ever, between 
seven of the public charities of Bris- 
tol, to supply the wants of the poor. 

Being importuned by a friend to 
sit for his portrait, he at length con- 
sented. ‘ How would you like to be 
painted ?” “ Sitting among books.” 
“Any book in particular?’ The 
Bible.” “Open at any part?” “ At 





William Green, [Oct 
the fifth chapter of Romans; the 
first verse to be legible, ‘Therefore 
being justified by faith we have 
peace with God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.’ Blessed testimony 
of such aman, who wore no phylac. 
teries, blew no trumpet, nor made 
long prayers in the corner of the 
streeis, to be seen by men. QOuyp 
lather, who saw in secret, has ere 
now rewarded him openly. He 
spent the last ten years of his life 
in active benevolence, seeking out 
cases of distress, occupying hearly 
the whole of his time in such pur. 
suits, besides employing as his almo. 
hers many other benevolent charac. 
ters. 

On the 2d instant, a general meet. 
ing of the inhabitants of Bristol wag 
heid for the purpose of forming q 
charitable institution, to perpetuate 
the memory of the late Mr. Rey. 
nolds, Such an institution was ac. 
cordingly formed, under the name 
of Reynold’s Commemoration So. 
ciety; the object of which is to 
grant relief to persons in necessitous 
circumstances, and also occasional 
assistance to other charitable insti- 
tutions. The meeting was attended 
by the members for the city, most of 
the members of the corporation, 
many of the clergy, and numbers of 
the most respectable bankers and 
merchants. 


+. <i --- 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


SHOULD you consider the following 
plain statement, as in any respect 
calculated to encourage your readers 
to diligent perseverance in the great 
work of ministerial usefulness, you 
will do me the favour to insert it i 
your valuable miscellany. R. P. B. 


Wictram Green, the subject of 
the present memoir, enlisted, at the 
age of twenty, into the Cambridge: 
shire militia; from which service 
he was drafted into the 7th regiment 
of foot. In this employment, he 


confinued until the month of June: 
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:a15, when his regiment embarked 
to join the British army under the 
Juke of Wellington. At this time; 
William was 1n so weak a state of 
health, from a violent cold caught 
upon his march, as to be under the 
necessity of remaining In Dover 
hospital. From Dover he was re. 
moved to York, where, being pro- 
nounced incurable, he was sent home 
to his parish in the county of B 
In the month of May, 1816, by the 
coed providence of God, | became ac- 
quainied with him. It Was In one of 
those quiet walks which a minister 
roves to take amongst the poor of 
his flock, that [ was informed that a 
fine young man, a soldier, was re- 
turned to the parish, unweil. I lost 
nota moment in hastening tothe cot- 
rave in which I expected to find him, 
but, to my great disappointment, 
was told, that all the cottages in the 
village being full, he was for a few 
days to take up his residence Ina 
public-house. In this situation, by no 
means favourable tothe growth and 
progress of religious principle, I 
became acquainted with a man, 
whose first appearance indicated a 
speedy dismissal from this world, 
A fine athletic form was bowed 
down and emaciated by an incessant 
consumptive cough. ‘The man look- 
ed miserable : he sat in the chimney 
corner, silent and dismayed. I pro- 
mised him every temporal assistance 
which { might be enabled to afford ; 
and persons continually entering the 
room, | could do litthe more than 
offer to bring some books and see 
him again as soon as he should be 
se'tled in his lodging. This change 
of residence took place in a few days; 
and that gracious God who deter- 
mines the bounds of our habitation, 
Jed poor William to the cottage ofa 
pious and most exemplary Christian. 
Under the humble roof ot this good 
Mai, | have been accustomed, for 
several summers, to hold an adult 
schoo] ; and have every reason to 
believe that the reading of the Scrip- 
‘ures, with prayer to God, was blest 
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to the salvation of a very aged per- 
son within the last twelvemonth. 
William Green listened with atten- 
tion to the perusal of that Book 
which is a lamp unto our feet and a 
light unto our paths. After the 
stated hour for instruction had pass- 
ed away, he was silent. Several ef- 
forts were made to lead him into con- 
versation ; but so great a reserve 
prevailed, even in the private morn- 
ing visits which t paid him, that 
I felt almost disheartened in my 
work. But there ts a tructifying 
dew which falls from heaven and 
biesses, though imperceptibly at 
first. In the morning I still con- 
tinued to sow the seed of the word 
of God, in the evening I stayed not 
my hand I[ was anxious to plant 
and to water: I was sensible that I 
could not give the increase But 
in a few weeks more, this wilderness 
began to “blossom as the rose.” 
W hen, after reading a chapter in the 
Bible, prayer was made to God for 
his blessing, [ observed that my poor 
soldicr repeated articulately every 
word of that prayer. He next ex- 
pressed a wish to hold a New Testa- 
ment open in his hand, and to follow 
the men who were learning to read : 
at length, so great a delight did he 
take in his new employment, and so 
entire was his confidence in the 
views of his schoolmaster, that he 
blessed God for leading him to a 
house where the sacred truths of 
the Gospel were unfolded in this 
simple manner. By degrees, the 
consumption gained upon his wast- 
ing strength; but as his bodily pow- 
ers decayed, his soul began to rejoice 
in the mercy of his God and Saviour, 
Before he was confined to his bed, 
he opened his mind to me, with all 
its hopes and fears. His hopes were 
fixed upon the mercy of God in 
Christ ; his fears arose frou: his 
own utter unworthiness. Whea in 
the army, he confessed, that he had 
led a sad thoughtless life, but always 
with s@me conviciton that he 
deing wreng. He conid not accase 
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himself of drunkenness or Sabbath- 
breaking ; for if possible, he would 
always attend some place of worship ; 
bur he had lived inignorance of God, 
and of the way of salvation by Jesus 
Christ. He now felt a joy and peace 
which he couid not describe. Again 
and again, he blessed the day which 
broveht him back to our village.— 
Again and again, he would repeat, “I 
hope the Lord has prepareda place for 
me ubove, and is merciluily prepar- 
ing me forthat place.’? He was in- 
stant in prayer. The last visit which 
I paid to him, when he was so weak 
as to be scarcely able to articulate, 
he gave me to understand that he 
had spent the whole night in prayer, 
and was inconceivably happy in the 
approach of death. He knew little 
else experimentally, than that he 
was a sinner In the sight of God, 
and that Jesus Christ was the Saviour 
ofsinners. His repentance appeared 
to be deep and abiding ; andthe earnest 
wish of his heart was either to be 
permitted to attend the public wor- 
ship of God’s house on earth, or to 
be remoyed, in God’s good time, to 


a better and more spiritual Worshis 
above. 

It so happened, that the earthly 
remains of this poor man were com, 
mitied to the dust on the Evening of 
a Sabbath-day, just before the cop, 
gregation assembled for an eX posi. 
tory service at six o’clock. The a. 
ention that night was to be directed 
to the Honuiy “on the Knowledge 
of hely Scripture ;’ after readine 
which, I was led to expatiate a little 
on the sacred influence of the Spiry 
which had blessed the word of Gog 
to the edification of our departed 
brother. Eut, sir, not to trespass 
upon your pages, moy LT ask your 
readers, whether cone such instance 
does not amply repay the ministering 
servant of God tor years of labour iy 
the vineyard? There is a seed time, 
and there will mosi unquestionably be 
abarvest. lappy, thrice heppy, the 
humble follower oftue blessed Jesus, 
who, though he now goes on his way 
weeping cn account of many dis 
couragvements, Shall yet come agiin 
with joy from the mansions of the 
erave,and bring his sheaves with hia, 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A ConstTaxt Reaver; A CuurcuMaANn; C.H.; An INgutrer; another Constast 


Reaper; M A.F.; J.A.; Ay UNDER-GRADUATE; A Sermon on Gen. viii. 22; 


THEOGNIS; THE OLD INquirER; and BENEVoLUS; have been received. 


P. will appear. 
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We are much obliged to Dotor, for the kind concern he feels and expresses on out 
account. But we can assure him the course we have pursued is the effect not of pert 


nacity but of conviction. 





We strongly recommend it to the Rector of Darlaston, to make a direct application to 
“the Committee of the Association for the Relief of the Labouring and Manufacturing 


Poor,” under cover of F Freeling, Esq. Post-oflice, London. 


The farther communication of N. B., which we have received, seems hardly needed. His 
projected paper seems more likely to be usetul. 


G. would doubtless see that his rebuke was misplaced. 


We have to offer an apology to some of our friends, for the omission of their Advertise 
ments in the last month’s cover. It was owing to a very untoward accident, which tt 
is needless to explain, but which we very sincerely regret. 





